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Names are Special 


From birth until death we are identified by names given to us by others. We may share the name 
of a relative, acquire a nickname, be called by our middle name or be known by our married 
names. But we continue to be identified throughout life with the surname given to us early in 
our lives. 

Shakespeare wrote, "A rose by any other name would smell as sweet". The phrase suggests that 
what we call a person is of little significance, and that a name doesn't change the character of a 
person. But to each of us, our surnames are special and speak to our own personal family lineage 
and history. Our surnames contain the seeds of our unique family trees and will be imparted to 
future generations. 

However, surnames did not always exist. Because populations were small and people knew their 
neighbors, given names were sufficient. But as populations grew, people needed more specific 
identities such as Big James or Little James or John's son or Dod's son. Sons eventually would 
be called by a combination of their given name, coupled with their new surnames, such as James 
Johnson or Richard Dodson, and following generations would carry on that surname. 

Historically, Dodsons and Dotsons can be found in the British Isles, but in very early American 
records, we only find the surname Dodson. In later years we find the spelling of some of those 
Dodsons changed by accident or design to Dotson. It is not unusual to find both spellings 
recorded at different times referring to the same person, Whether the changes in spelling were 
intentional or transcription errors is unknown, and it would be a mistake to assume that the 
spelling of the name confirms a person was or wasn't your ancestor. 

Were your ancestors Dodsons or Dotsons? Perhaps they were both. 

In Pennsylvania, the Dodson spelling has prevailed into modern days with Dodsons in both 
eastern and western Pennsylvania. Occasionally Dotsons are found among families who 
migrated from Pennsylvania, but in general, the Dodson spelling remains in Pennsylvania. 

The descendants of the Charles Dodson line of Famham Parish in Richmond County, Virginia, 
were also likely to retain the Dodson spelling of the name for several generations, but not 
always. 

The Dodsons from the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia were more likely to become Dotsons as 
they migrated into other parts of the country. We find both Dodsons and Dotsons in early records 
in Virginia, Kentucky, Georgia, North Carolina, Tennessee and other states. 

In early Maryland records, there were Dodsons along the Chesapeake Bay counties of Charles, 
Calvert and Anne Arundel, but those who migrated later into northern Ohio were Dotsons. 
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In one Dotson family, the father, son and grandson in the late 1700s and early 1800s are recorded 
as Dotsons. However, by the time the grandson migrated to Missouri and then on to Oregon, he 
and all his future descendants used the spelling of Dodson. There are other examples of living 
people sharing the same distant ancestor, with one bearing the surname of Dodson while the 
other is a Dotson. 

Male DNA testing accurately reflects direct lineage from son to father, grandfather, great 
grandfather and back through many male generations. The number of matches with other males 
can show the generational distance of a common ancestor and help sort family lines with 
common surnames. As the results match with other men tested, one may be able to trace to a 
shared or "most common recent ancestor". 

DNA test results can also prove that common names and locations do not always mean 
relationships. For example, a Richard Dotson was born in 1752 in Frederick County, Virginia. 
At the time there was a John Dodson family living less than 50 miles away. With names and 
locations, it was thought there were probably family connections. DNA results showed there 
was no relationship between these families, with Richard connected to a Chester County, 
Pennsylvania Dodson line, and John Dodson to a Richmond County, Virginia line. Later, one 
more Dotson family showed up in the same area, but again DNA tests showed that the new 
family was neither related to the Richard Dotson line nor to the John Dodson family. Before 
DNA tests, the assumption was that families were most likely connected if they shared names 
and lived in the same locations. 

While helping to answer some questions, male Dodson-Dotson DNA testing has produced a new 
mystery. While several men from a Dodson-Dotson line show matches with other Dodson- 
Dotson males from their common line, they also share matches with several men who descend 
from a North Carolina Denson line. The most distant ancestor of the Dodson-Dotson males has 
been documented back to a Dodson line in Pennsylvania, while the ancestor of the Denson males 
has not yet been documented to that same generation. So, the question remains, were the 
Densons. Dodsons - or were the Dodsons, Densons? Neither line has shown any interest in 
changing their surname. 

When researching your Dodson or Dotson lineage, be sure to check under both spellings. And if 
you come across a Denson, do not be surprised. 
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Books already published - Should You Believe Them? 


Creating a family tree can be an enjoyable hobby, but fun turns to frustration when the tree is 
missing an ancestor. Contacting family members might yield old photos, family records, or even 
family stories. Visits to court houses or cemeteries might provide additional information. Some 
seek answers through DNA testing, while others try to complete their family tree through 
information shared by strangers on the internet or in publications. The challenge comes in 
determining the validity of the information. 

Family histories may be embellished or repeat what a person has been told by relatives. 
Recording that one's ancestor was born a certain place, married, had children, was a farmer, then 
died, does not make for an exciting story. Most people would prefer to find their family linked to 
exiting events, historical figures or even royalty. If books or websites contain only family 
history with no sources, then one must find facts to back up the stories. 

Older books are thought to be more accurate because they were written closer to the times in 
which ancestors lived, but not all authors document their work. Even books containing 
transcriptions of records of court actions, military muster rolls, census reports, tax records or 
church records can contain errors due to misreading of the information by the person recording 
from the original documents, from poor handwriting, original transcription errors by a clerk, or 
deterioration of the original records making them difficult to read. 

At times, companies have offered paid subscriptions to family history books, with the purchasers 
able to create their own family histories with no editing and with varying degrees of accuracy. 

There have been a few books written solely about Dodsons and Dotsons, but once information is 
made public, it is difficult to refute or challenge, even when new documentation or sources 
surface. 

In 1908 Reverend Thompson P Ege wrote "Dodson Genealogy 1600-1907" published by Deemer 
& Jaisohn, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. This book most accurately depicts Rev Ege's own 
Dodson line who settled in Chester County, Pennsylvania. Rev. Ege, his wife and his son in law 
each shared a family line to Richard Dodson, bom in 1731, son of Thomas Dodson. Baptismal 
records confirm Richard's father and the dates that Richard was born and baptized in Chester 
County. 

Besides Ege's own Pennsylvania line, he also wrote about Virginia, Maryland and even North 
Carolina Dodson lines. With few sources cited by Ege to document those lineages, it's difficult to 
consider his book a source. His book requires careful review and sourcing because Ege did so 
little to document his information. Recent research has disproved important information in the 
book. Although his information is now questioned in light of new documentation, the book is 
still being cited as if it is a valid source. 
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Since Rev. Ege did not provide sources or documentation, it's almost impossible to determine 
what is true and what is mistaken family history or tradition, For example, on pages 363-364 
Ege mentions the origins of an early Virginia branch of Dodsons and says, "The annals of 
Virginia record the name of a Dodson Plantation in 1632. And the traditional story in a large 
and widely scattered line of descendants is that their ancestor settled along the James River and 
was one of the early Jamestown Colony. Descendants of the early Jamestown settler, from the 
various Virginia families of which traces are known, must have in the latter part of the century of 
their first settlement moved to the western portions of the State. 

If he had stopped with that information which he qualified by saying "the traditional story", the 
reader would know there were few facts to trace this lineage, but Ege went on to say, Among the 
earliest names positively known by descendants of a widely scattered family, as of the James 
River or Jamestown ancestors, are William and Jesse, and these most probably of the first or 
second generation from the original settler, as the following genealogiccd tables will show." 

Page 364 goes on to show this line, as if proven, starting with a Jesse Dodson and references 
the early settler of the Jamestown colony (name not given for the Jamestown settler). He lists a 
Leonard Dodson, son of George, grandson of Jesse, great grandson of the early Virginia settler. 
And goes on to list Thomas Dodson (page 371) as another son of George. He lists William 
Dodson, as one more son of George, great grandson of Jesse, great grandson of the early James 
River, Va. settler and so on. He states that William had a son named Jesse who settled in Warren 
County, Tennessee. He names Jesse's children as Jesse, Elisha, William, Nimrod, Sarah, and 
Tabitha. He says these descendants migrated into the Eastanollee Valley in McMinn County, 
Tennessee where they were active in the Baptist church. Later family biographies do not report 
the same lineage and have been unable to prove parents for the William in Tennessee. 

Having disposed of the Virginia line, Ege goes on to cover the Dodsons in Maryland as well as 
Dodsons from other areas. However, without documentation, it's unclear whether Ege had 
access to documents or only to family stories and myths about these early Dodson lines. 

The most problematic errors occur in the very beginning of the book when Ege mentions three 
early Dodson settlers in America. He claims that these were the ancestors of Dodsons in 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Maryland. He states that two brothers and a sister came from 
Yorkshire England, with John Dodson being the progenitor of the of the Chester county, 
Pennsylvania Dodsons and Thomas Dodson of the Maryland Dodsons. Ege claims that the three 
siblings were John Dodson, born March 1655; Mary Dodson, born 11 November 1664 (married 
Richard Boyes); and Thomas Dodson, born 19 Oct. 1669; (married. Katharine Savill), who 
settled first in New Jersey. Ege said they were Quakers from Knaresborough, Yorkshire, 
England and children of a deceased Daniel Dodson, born about 1635. New Jersey Quaker 
records do not back up his Dodson references. There is a record of a Mary Dodson marrying 
November 1, 1683 in Burlington, Cape May County, New Jersey, but nothing to indicate that she 
was from Yorkshire, and no known records of a Thomas or John Dodson in New Jersey. 

Ege went on to say, John, the older brother, left Burlington, crossed over into Bucks County, 

Pennsylvania, and settled there about the time Penn returned from England in 1682 with his 

grant as Proprietor of Pennsylvania, and his first colony of settlers. Thomas cdso left 
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Burlington sometime after 1700, went down into Maryland and settled in Talbot County, on 
the eastern shore of the Chesapeake Bay, where many of his descendants still remain, while 
also a long line of descendants, thro' his son John, who settled in Virginia about 1725, are 
found there and in North Carolina. John, Sr, thus became the head of the Pennsylvania 
Branch, and Thomas of the Maryland and one Virginia Branch. 

We find a surprising lack of questioning by Ege of his own sources, when he wrote: 

The Burlington Records, New Jersey, furnished the names of the three who came in 1677 
with other Quaker settlers to their new settlement, and stated Yorkshire as the place of their 
English home. This fact gave the clue for research in England. ... It is worthy of note that 
the only Dodson names, found by expert research in any Friends' Meeting Records, were in 
this one of Knaresborough; and while Dodson names were found in the Parish Records, 
both before and after the time of this particular family, none of the above names were found 
in them. The Friends record as given was beautifully kept and well preserx’ed, and it is a 
matter of regret that the expert searcher was so rejoiced to find the names of the New 
Jersey three, that the exact birth dates of all the others of the family were not taken. 

It is baffling why Ege would not question why the 'expert researcher' did not record the dates. 

Important notes: In 2009, Fred and Diana Claussen went to England to try to duplicate Ege's 
information about the Yorkshire Dodsons. They found that the English heritage claimed by Ege 
is NOT correct and their research affects both the Pennsylvania as well as the Maryland Dodson 
lineages. The following is a report from the research of the Claussens: 

The Dodson Genealogy, compiled by Reverend Thompson P. EGE and published in 1908, 
states that the father and mother of Robert Dodson of Maryland were Thomas Dodson and 
Catherine Savill of Knaresborough, Yorkshire, England. 

Thorough search of original images of Quaker records at the Quaker Library (Euston Road, 
London) and The National Archives (Kew, Richmond, Surrey, England) by Fred and Diana 
Claussen on 6, 7 November 2009 and later on BMDregisters.co.uk shows conclusively that 
this was not the case. The records do show that Thomas DODSON married Catherine 
SAVILL in 1698, on the exact date as stated in the EGE publication (the ",sixteenth day of 
the seventh month of 1698" which EGE translates into 16 July 1698, which is not quite 
correct, per the modern calendar). 

However, this couple married in Snape, Yorkshire at the house of John RENALD of Snape, 
not in Burlington, New Jersey as claimed by Rev. EGE. Snape is a small Yorkshire town 
located ~ 15 miles north of Knaresborough. Thomas DODGSHON and Catherine SAVILL 
later died in the Knaresborough area in 1740 (Thomas) and 1755 (Catherine) respectively. 

In the Dodson Genealogy 1600 - 1907 EGE states that three children of and Daniel 
DODGSON and Susannah (—?—) of Knaresborough, Yorkshire, England came to 
Burlington, New Jersey in 1677: John, Mary and Thomas. EGE posits that Daniel and 
Susannah DODGSON had died and that John, along with younger siblings, Mary and 
Thomas, all came together to Burlington, New Jersey (Dodson Genealogy, page 9). 
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Clearly, Daniel DODGSON of Knaresborough was still alive at the time of the wedding of 
his daughter Mary (1690) and Thomas (1698) because he (Daniel, Sr.) was recorded as a 
witness at the marriage of his son, Thomas, in 1698. 

It is curious that Reverend EGE clearly thought that Thomas DODGSON (142) and 
Catherine SAV1LL (143) were the parents of Robert DODSON, Jr. He also asserted that 
Thomas and Catherine had married in Burlington, New Jersey on the exact date recorded in 
the Knaresborough, Yorkshire, England Quaker records. The question is how he came to 
these conclusions which now appear to be incorrect 

Overall Conclusions by Fred Claussen 

* The EGE version of the early DODSON lineage (The Dodson Genealogy, 1600 - 1900) 
prior to the DODSON arrival in Talbot County, Maryland is not correct. Thomas 
DODGSON and Catherine SAVILL were Quakers who were born, lived and died in the area 
in/around Knaresborough, Yorkshire, England. 

* A woman named Mary DODSON married a man named Richard BOYES in Burlington 
County, New Jersey in November 1683. There is strong evidence that Richard BOYES 
continued to live in Burlington County, New Jersey until at least 1706. This Mary DODSON 
was not the daughter of Daniel DODGSON and Susannah UNKNOWN of Knaresborough. 
Mary DODGSON, daughter of Daniel and Susannah, married Samuel MYERS in Arkendale, 
Yorkshire, England in 1690 as recorded in the Knaresborough Monthly Minutes. 

* The history of John DODGSON, eldest son of Daniel DODGSON and Susannah 
UNKNOWN, born in Knaresborough, Yorkshire, England in 1655 is not known. Despite 
serious effort, no evidence has been found supporting the assertion that persons named John 
DODSON or Thomas DODSON (or name variants) were in Burlington County, New Jersey 
during the time period of 1675 - 1700. Even if subsequent research were to reveal early 
New Jersey records that mention John DODSON or Thomas DODSON, it is clear that any 
Thomas DODSON found could not have been Thomas DODGSON of Knaresborough. 

* Robert DODSON, Jr. is the earliest-known progenitor of our Talbot County, Maryland 
DODSONs 


With Ege using his own flawed information about the three supposed siblings that came to 
America, he goes on (pages 330-331) to list information about early Dodson settlers in Maryland 
which has been repeated by others over the years. Because of the mistakes in the early lineage, 
it's impossible to know if future generations are accurately reported. 

The earliest records in Yorkshire, England, seem to show the original spelling as Dodgson, with 
the name later changed to Dodson. As indicated, there is no way to connect any of these to 
American Dodsons. 
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Dodgson 

Yorkshire Records 1654 - 1729 
Births 

1654 Sarah - Father Abraham 

1655 John - Father Daniel 
1659 Hannah - Father Abraham 

1661 Susannah - Father Daniel, Mother Susannah 
1664 Mary - Father Daniel, Mother Susannah 
1666 David - No parents listed 

1666 Daniel - Mother Susannah 

1667 Dorothy - Father Daniel, Mother Susannah 
1667 John - Father Mathew 

1669 Thomas - Mother Susannah 

1671 Joseph - Father Jno. 

1672 William - Father Daniel Dodgson 
1679 Ruth - Father Jno, Mother Dorothy 

Baptism 

1699 Jonathan - Father Thomas 
1701 John - Father Thomas 
1704 Abigail - Father Thomas 
1707 Benjamin - Thomas 

Marriages 

1669 John - No bride recorded 
1675 Martha - No husband listed 
1690 Mary - No husband listed 

Deaths and Burials 

1667 John - Husband/Father Mathew Dodgson 

1673 Mary - Father Matthew - burial 

1686 Sarah - Husband/Father Thomas - and Burial 

1695 Joseph - Husband/Father John (also listed 1696) 

1696 Thomas 
1710 Zachary 
1729 John 

Dodson Yorkshire Records 1699 - 1761 
Births 

1699 Joseph - Father Thomas Dodson 

1703 Thomas - Father Thomas, Mother Catherine 

Marriages 

1698 Thomas - Father Daniel Dodson 
1703 John - No Bride listed 

Death and Burials 

1740 Thomas - Death and Burial 

1755 Catherine - Husband/Father - Thomas Dodson 

1768 Thomas - Father - Thomas Dodson, Mother Catherine 

1781 Joseph - Father - Thomas Dodson, Mother Catherine 
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In 1959, Reverend Silas Emmett Lucas, Jr. compiled and published information on his heritage 
called "Genealogy of the Dodson (Dotson), Lucas, Pyles, Rochester, and Allied Lamilies" and a 
later supplement called "The History of the Dodson-Dotson Lamily of Southwest Virginia". In 
1989, he published two volumes about "The Dodson (Dotson) Lamily of the North Larnham 
Parish, Richmond County, Virginia". 

In his 1959 publication. Rev. Lucas reported some general history of the family name Dodson, 
both in England and America. He did not make specific claims of direct lineages. 

"The name of Dodson (sometimes spelled "Dotson") is said to have been derived from the 
ancient Anglo-Saxon baptismal name of Dod combined with the primogenital suffix son and 
it was probably originally taken by the son or sons of a man named Dod, although some 
authorities say it was taken from the name of Daud, Daud being an ancient nickname for 
David. It was found on the ancient records in the various forms of Daudson, Dawdson, 
Dodshon, Dodsun, Dodsshun, Doddson, Dodeson, Dodsone, Dotsone, Dotsun, Dodsonne, 
Dotsonne, Dotson, Dodson, and others of which the last two are the forms most generally 
accepted in America today. 

Families of this name were to be found at earlier dates in the English counties of Somerset, 
Cornwall, Northampton, York, Oxford, Cambridge, Salop, Durham, Sussex, and London, 
and were for the most part of the landed gentry and yeomanry of Great Britain. 

Among the earliest records of the name in England were those of Magota and Johnnes 
Dodson of Yorkshire before 1379, and those of William, Elias and Johnnes Daudson of 
Yorkshire about the same time. However, no connected link of those early Yorkshire lines 
has been found. There are also numerous earlier records of the name of Dod, from which 
many of the Dodsons and Dotsons of later periods were undoubtedly descended. Among 
these were those of one Dodd of the time of the Norman Conquest, about 1066, Doda or Dod 
of the middle of the thirteenth century. Benedict Dodd of Northhamptonshire before 1273, 
and Peter Dod of Oxfordshire as well as Richard Dod of Cambridge and of William Dod of 
Shropshire at slightly later dates. 

In the middle part of the thirteenth century one Dotson or Dodson is said to have resided in 
County of Cornwall, and by his wife, a Miss Hay, he is believed to have been the father by 
his wife, Margaret Enys, of Thomas who married Elizabeth Pipe and had issue by her of 
Robert who was the father, in the early thirteenth century, by his first wife, Thomasine 
Buller, of Thomas and Elizabeth, and probably issue by a second wife, Mary Pollard. 

Of the Sussex County line of the family in England, the Reverend Jeremiah Dodson was 
living about the middle of the seventeenth century and his cousin, Sir William Dodson was 
councilman and alderman of London in the latter half of that century. Of these the Reverend 
Jeremiah Dodson left a son by the same name. 

About the end of the seventh century record was found in the County Durham of John 
Dodshon or Dodson who was the father by his wife, Frances, of a son named Nicholas who 
married Frances Foster and had issue by her of a son named John and severed daughters. 
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It is not definitely known from which of the many illustrious lines of the family in England 
the first emigrants of the name to America were descended, but it is believed that cdl of the 
Dodsons and Dotsons were of ancient ancestry, and in many cases of common origin at a 
remote period. 

In this same publication, he mentioned some early Dodsons in America: 

Probably the first of the family in America was Benjamin Dodson of Virginia as early as 
1635. No definite record has been found, however, concerning his immediate family 
descendants. It is possible that he was related to the Thomas Dodson who resided in Charles 
River County, Virginia in 1643, and to the Anne Dodson who was living in Virginia in 1652, 
but this is not certain. 

About 1650, if not before, one Anthony Dodson is send to have emigrated from England to 
Scituate, Massachusetts where he was married in 1651 to Mary Williams. His children were 
probably Sarah, Gershon, Mary, Jonathan, Patience, Pethia, and Eunice, and there may 
have been others. 

Of the sons of the emigrant Anthony, Jonathan is scad to have married Abigcdl Gannett and 
to have been the father by her of Jonathan, Anthony, Deborah, Mary, Sarah, Hannah and 
Gershon.. . . The descendants of these and probably other branches of the family in 
America have spread to practically every state in the Union and have ended as much in the 
growth of the country as their ancestors aided in the founding of the nation. They have been 
noted for their energy, industry, integrity, piety, perseverance, fortitude, patience, loyalty 
and courage. 

Among those of the name who fought in the War of the Revolution were Richard Dotson of 
Virginia, Charles, George, Robert, John, Richard Dodson of Virginia, and numerous others 
from various New England Colonies. John, Richard, Thomas, Anthony, Jonathan, William, 
Robert, James and Henry are some of the Christian names most highly favored by the family 
for its male members. One of the members of the family who has distinguished himself in 
America in more recent times is John E Dodson, noted actor, who was born in England in 
1857 and came to the United States in 1889. 

Reverend Lucas also mentioned the possibility of the Dodsons or Dotsons having a coat of 
arms. 

Probably the most ancient and frequently recurrent of the numerous coats-of-arms of the 
English family of Dodsons or Dotsons is described as follows: Arms "Argent, a bend 
engrailed azure between two Cornish Coughs proper. Crest "A dexter arm in armour 
proper, garnished or holding a scourge with four lashes, sable, handle garnished, and the 
lashes ended with spur-rowels gold. "Arms taken from Burke's General Armory 1884 " 

Whether the Dodsons or Dotsons in England actually had a coat of arms is unknown, but 
this seems to be the one most frequently described: 
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In 1989, Rev Lucas published a 2-volume set which contains extensive documentation and 
information gathered over the years about the Dodson and Dotson families in America. These 
books are currently out of print. Volume I outlines descendants of Charles Dodson Sr of 
Richmond County, Virginia, while Volume II includes Dodson and Dotson records from 
different states and counties as well as undocumented Dodson and Dotson family trees. 
Reverend Lucas does a good job of showing what can be proven with documentation and what 
cannot. He makes the case that although name, dates and locations might suggest an ancestor, 
tying that person to future generations is problematical. Volume II begins by saying: 

The Dodson/Dotson families in this section are those which we have been unable to definitely 
connect to the lineage of Charles Dodson Sr. of Richmond Co., VA. No doubt some of these 
families are descendants of Charles, but we have been unsuccessful so far in finding the 
information to make the connection. He uses an early William Dodson in Henrico County, 
Virginia to illustrate his point. 1 

“A William Dodson (along with five others) was on the importation list of Maj. Wm. Ferrer 
and Lt. Col. Tlios Ligon when they received a patent of 300 acres in Henrico County on the 
south side of James River on 29 Sept 1668 (VA Patents, Book 6, p 88).A William Dodson 
was on the importation list of Henry Walthall (along with six others, one being Mary 
Franklin) when Walthall was granted 326 acres on the north side of Swift Creek on Poplar 
Branch, Henrico Co. (Bristol Parish) on 21 Oct 1690 (VA Patents, Book 8 p 118).William 
Dotson and James Franklin received a grant of 360 acres in Bristol Parish, Henrico Co. 
“on the north side of a great branch of Swift Creek” for transporting eight negroes into the 
colony, 23 April 1688 (VA Patents, Bk. 7 p 655). 
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Authorities on early Virginia land records tell us that the colonization act, while setting 
forth requirements for doling out land in the colony, was loosely construed and carelessly 
administered. An individual was due certain acreage of land based on the number of 
persons, for who he pend passage, who would come into the Virginia colony as settlers. 
There seems to have been a good deal of fraud connected with the system as there often is in 
profitable ventures. We are told that an individual was not always “fresh ” from England - 
he could be imported from the Maryland, New England or Carolinas colonies. Also, an 
individual could make a trip back to England, or to one of the other American colonies, and 
his name be used again on someone’s importation list upon his return. 

There is no way of telling exactly how long an individual had been in the Virginia colony 
when his name was used on someone’s importation list. The date on these records is the 
date the patent was issued and there is no indication of the date the people were actually 
imported. These people could have been in the colony for severed years before their names 
were used for the purpose of securing land. This seems to have been the case with William 
Dodson when he and James Franklin were granted 360 acres for importing negroes in 1688 
in Henrico Co., yet William Dodson’s name was used in 1690 by Henry Walthall for his 
grant of 326 acres in Henrico. Both of these grants were on Swift Creek and it would 
appear that these two references are to the same William Dodson. The William Dodson 
whose name was used by Ferrer and Ligon for a grant in 1668 is probably a different 
William Dodson, or, if the same person, he was certainly a very young child upon arrived in 
Virginia. Many people came to Virginia to take a look and then returned to England or to 
another colony. 

The William Dodson who received a patent jointly with James Franklin did settle 
permanently in Henrico Co, VA on his grant land which was located on Swift Creek. On 20 
Oct 1688, by deed, William Dodson and James Franklin divided this tract, Franklin to have 
the upper part and Dodson the lower part of the tract, exact acreage for each not stated. 
This occurred the same year they received the grant (Henrico Wills and Deeds, 1688-1697, 
p. 244).William Dodson died in Dale Parish, Henrico Co in 1746/7 (w.d. (will dated) 18 Oct 
1746; rec (recorded). April 1747). He left to his son, Thomas, “all the land 1 now possess, ” 
a negro woman, and all his personal estate. To his sons, William and Stephen, he left a 
negro, and also one to his “grandson, Edward, son of Stephen. ” To his daughter, Ann 
Shackleton, he left one shilling (Henrico Wills & Deeds, 1744-48 p. 251).In 1749 
Chesterfield Co. was created from Henrico Co. and Dcde Parish fell into the new county. 
The sons, Thomas and William remained in Chesterfield Co. The son, Stephen, moved to 
Amelia Co., VA which adjoined Chesterfield on the southwest 


There have been other publications about early Dodson or Dotson ancestors with varying degrees 
of accuracy. 

For example, in a 1912 publication about a relative of the Pennsylvania Dodsons, the author 
states, "The ancestors of John Dodson were English Quakers who came to Burlington, New 
Jersey, in 1667". 11 This information was most likely taken from Ege's 1908 publication and 
presumed to be accurate. Much like Ege, this author did not cite his sources. 
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About 1964, "Ancestors of Robert Dodson and His Descendants" was written by Mrs. C. T. 
Dodson; and privately published,. This 115 page manuscript is not readily available, but at one 
time was located in the Dallas Public Library, Dallas, TX, call #R929.2 D647d. Mrs. Dodson 
appears to repeat the information about a Dodson being part of the Jamestown settlement and 
attempts to tie the Charles Dodson who leased land in 1692 in Rappahannock County, back to 
Jamestown. She shows Charles as a son of Jesse, but shows the 1908 publication of Ege as her 
"source". 

In 1989, "Richard Dotson and his Descendants (1752-1847)" authored by James M Dotson and 
Barr Wilson, was published by James M. Dotson, 306 Bonanza Way, Danville, California 94526. 
This is a well researched and resourced book, but as indicated by the title, outlines descendants 
of only one Dotson ancestor,. 

Many other books include sections with biographies or outlines of Dodson or Dotsons families. 

It is important to remember that once information is printed or published on the Internet, it is 
almost impossible to refute or correct, even with documentation and sources. The author of 
misinformation may die, but his published work will live on. 
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Dodsons in Colonial Virginia 


Probably the earliest Dodson records in America are found in Virginia. 

Europeans who settled at Jamestown in 1607 were employees of the Virginia Company, with 
investors controlling all the initial English land claims in the colony. Occasionally treaties were 
negotiated with different tribes, but pre-existing ownership rights of the Native Americans were 
usually dismissed. The English stated they owned the land through right of discovery and right of 
conquest. 

Because the colony had an excess of land and a shortage of people, policies were created to 
encourage population growth through immigration with promises of cheap land The Virginia 
Company encouraged wealthy individuals to establish settlements called hundreds along the 
James River while the headrights system authorized the grant of 50 acres for every individual 
brought to Virginia. Headrights could be bought and sold. The person who obtained a patent to a 
tract of land under a headright might not have been the person who immigrated or who paid for 
the immigration of another person. 

Dodsons from England are found in Virginia in the early settlements along the James River and 
surrounding areas. Virginia records in the 1600s and early 1700s show the name consistently 
spelled as Dodson, although the name was recorded as both Dotson and Dodson in England. 
Genealogists would l ik e to claim these early Dodsons as ancestors, but it is challenging to find 
any proven descendants. In most cases, the descendants have only been traced for a generation 
or two, if at all. 

Some have claimed, with no documentation, that John Dods, a very early immigrant, was their 
first Dodson ancestor in America. One record shows John Dods and Mrs. Dods living at 'ye 
Necke of land' February 16, 1623. A muster roll taken January 24, 1624 in Charles City, 
Virginia shows John Dod's age as 36 and (arrived) on the (ship) Susan Constant in April 1607. 
This list shows his wife as Jane, age 40. 111 Another report, dated February 15, 1624, tells of the 
Indian attack on March 22, 1622 that killed around 400 people in the English settlements on the 
James River and reported that others died afterwards from a plague. John Dods shows as having 
died at College Land since April 1623. The list suggests that John Dods' death occurred 
sometime between April 1623 and February 15, 1624. There is no Dodd or Dods or Dodson 
noted as alive in any of the communities listed below. The only Dods listed is the John Dods 
killed in the College Land listing. IV The enumeration shows both living and dead, v from the 
following communities. 

College Land, West and Sherlow Hundred, Jordan's Journey, Flourdieu Hundred. Chaplains 
Choice, James City, In the Main, James Island, Over the River, Plantation over against James City, 
Glass House, Hog Island, Warwick Squeak, Elizabeth City, Buck Row, Basse's Choice, and Eastern 
Shore. 
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Other writers give more details about a John Dodd, showing that he was a soldier and a planter 
and came over with the original settlers to form a colony with John Smith. They also say that he 
and his wife were alive on Feb 16, 1624, and living at Bermuda Hundred. Another report says 
that in May 1625 John Dodd was credited with 50 acres in Charles City and 150 acres in 
Tappahannah. The change of the calendar could cause a problem of the year being off, but it is 
also reported that John Dodd appeared in court in 1627 and 1628. It is possible there could have 
been two John Dodds or perhaps the report of his death was an error. However, no known 
records prove that John Dods or John Dodd had descendants or that he was a Dodson. 

There were other early Dodsons in Virginia. Some Dodsons came as indentured servants. Some 
were granted land for bringing others to the colony. In most cases, the records do not provide 
enough details to know if they became permanent settlers or if they had any descendants. A few 
left wills. Some returned to England. The time of arrival cannot be determined from the 
importation lists, because the date is the date of patent, not the date of arrival/ 1 

For example, Theophilus Dodson was a witness to the Will of Edward Brent on February 1, 
1624. The will was proved "upon the oaths of Maurice Thomson and Theophilus Dodson before 
Sir Francis Wyatt, governor and Captain general of Virginia, the 20th of April 1625." vu vm There 
are no further records of this person in America. 

Some other examples of Dodsons in early records, with few details. 

1622 Robert Jr. 31 July came to Virginia at the expense of Robert Dodson Sr aboard the 
ship James. 

1623 Robert Testified 2 May 1623 about conditions in Virginia. He said he had been 

twice in Virginia. 1X 

1635 Benjamin Noted as one of 40 persons transported by Capt Wm. Pierce x 

1652 Anne 16 July one of 7 persons transported by Gilbert Blunt X1 

1655 Jeremiah of Lancaster County sponsored a Thomas Bowles and Patrick Steward 
1655 John of Lancaster sponsored a Cuthbert Benson 

1658 Thomas 29 November 1200 acres Northumberland County, transported 24 people 

1660 Thomas 26 November Land mentioned in another land grant 

1664 Edward 20 November 920 acres land grant-no county mentioned 

1663 Abraham 23 Feb one of 8 persons transported by John Renny 

1677 William VA from London Ship Cecilia (Caselius) Capt John Body 

1679 William Gender: Male Year of Indenture: 1679 Place of Indenture County: 

Rappahannock Colony: Virginia. Comments: Sold from a master who resided in Rappahannock 
County, Virginia to a resident of Middlesex County, Virginia in 1679. xn 

1664 Simon A notation in 1664 in Northumberland County, power of attorney is given 

from Jane Wiley to Symon Dodson. No further records. 

1680 William VA from London Ship Charles, Capt Samuel Phillips™ 1 

1682 William VA from London Ship Mary, Capt John Harris X1V 
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Early Dodsons with More Details 

Gervase (Gervace/Jarvis) Dodson - it is said he arrived in Northumberland County, 
Virginia in 1650. However, a Maryland court record shows he may also have spent time in 
Maryland. 

I doe hereby bind my Self my heirs Executors or Administrators to deliver to whom and where I 
shall be appointed, and bestow upon Ann Hamond the wife of John Hamond and her four Children 
Viz, Mordecay, Bernard, Ann and Daniell, for and in consideration ofSeverall Courtesies bestowed 
by her husband upon me Six Good Cowes Some times this next Summer, as also hereafter to Settle a 
parcell of Good landupon the Said Children, Wittness my hand this 28th day of December Anno 
Domini 1652. Gervis Dodson Wittness George Hcirdie Richard Sharpe 

On November 28, 1652 Gervase Dodson gave oath as surveyor in Virginia, recorded July 21, 
1653. When he became the county surveyor, he was also allowed to acquire thousands of acres in 
Lancaster, Northumberland, and Westmoreland Counties. xv These were often lands formerly 
occupied by Native American tribes.™ From 1650 to 1658 there are many records of surveys 
and land warrants granting thousands of acres to Gervase Dodson in Northumberland County, 
Virginia. While living in Wicomico Parish, he was part of a small group of Quakers. Against the 
law, they met for worship, and in June 1660, Gervase Dodson was publicly whipped, receiving 
twenty lashes. Later that year Gervase asked for a pardon from King Charles II. From the record 
requesting pardon, we learn that Gervase Dodson had "beene a soldier several yeares in Ireland 
& England for the King & Parliament, till the death of the late King Charles the First, when I left 
all & came into this Country." xvn He died a few months later, leaving his Wicomico land to his 
wife, Isabel." xvm . There are records of a wife Isabella and also records that he had a daughter, 
Alice, who married a Henry Corbin/Corbyn, but there is no indication that he had any sons to 
carry on his name. The will was filed June 6, 1661 in Northumberland. Andrew Pettigrew had 
married Gervase's wife and petitioned for some of this land in 1662, noted as Granted to Gervase 
Dodson 16 Sept. 1657 "& now due sd. Pettigrew as marrying the relict of Dodson to whom the 
land was given by will". Said land "purchased by sd. (Wm) Horton of Andrew Petteygrew & sd. 
Isabella his wife." xlx 


Francis Dodson was born around 1660 and married first Elizabeth Harrelson February 5, 
1678/79 in Middlesex County Virginia and second to a Mabel, surname unknown. Many 
records of Francis and his family are found in the Parish Register of Christ Church in Middlesex 
County, Virginia xx In 1687 in Middlesex county, Francis Dodson is on list of men who "upon 
further examination that the persons underwritten are thought by this Court capable to serve as 
footmen and to finde themselves with Armes." xxl It is said that the children of Francis and 
Elizabeth were Francis Dodson born July 16, 1684; John Hackney Dodson baptized March 4, 
1689/90 in Middlesex County, Virginia (listed as son of Francis Dodson); and Rachel Dodson 
born February 20, 1695 in Middlesex County who married William Baker September 15, 1727. 
It is not clear if Rachel was daughter of Elizabeth or Mabel. In 1706 in Middlesex County 
Francis Dodson and Nathaniel Dodson are mentioned in the Vestry Book of Christ Church 
Parish. Children of Francis and Mabel were: Mabel baptized September 1, 1703 who married 
Richard Stevens; Rebekah Dodson baptized May 2, 1708 and Jane Dodson baptized 13 April 
1706 in Middlesex County. Francis Dodson died January 8, 1715 and was buried 11 Jan 1715. 
Mabel Dodson died 8 February and was buried 12 Feb 1717. The will of John Dodson (alias 
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John Hackney Dodson) was proved 4 October 1726 and names his sisters Rachel, Rebeckah and 
Mabell, and Mends John Rhoads and William Hackney. Rebecca Dodson died 10 October 1729 
in Middlesex County. 


Thomas Dodson is mentioned in a March 1663 land sale in Northumberland County by 
Wilbur and Sarah Mauder to Thomas Dodson - the land upon which he lived. It is not known if 
this is the same Thomas Dodson who wrote a will dated 17 October 1668 in Westmoreland 
County, Virginia, in which he names his wife Frances and a son Thomas who was under age 21 
in 1668. Thomas and his son have not been connected to later generations.™ 1 

William Dodson October 3, 1664 375 acres were award to Thomas Ligon and Captain 
William Farrar for transporting 8 persons including William Dodson. A William Dodson and 
James Franklin received a grant of 360 acres in Bristol Parish, Henrico County "on the north side 
of a great branch of Swift Creek for transporting eight negroes into the colony", 23 April 1688 
(Virginia Patents, Book 8, page 655). The William Dodson who received a patent jointly with 
James Franklin did settle permanently in Henrico Co, VA on his grant land which was located on 
Swift Creek. On 20 Oct 1688, by deed, William Dodson and James Franklin divided this tract, 
Franklin to have the upper part and Dodson the lower part of the tract, exact acreage for each not 
stated. This occurred the same year they received the grant (Henrico Wills and Deeds, 1688- 
1697, p. 244). xxm William Dodson received a patent of 300 acres of land in Henrico County, 
VA, on the south side of the James River on 29 September 1668. November 28, 1691 William 
Dodson was an appraiser in Henrico county for the estate of Thomas Davis. In Henrico County 
in January 21, 1695, William Dodson was a witness to the will of Thomas Wells. On October 
23, 1690 Henry Withall was granted land in Henrico County, for transporting 7 persons, one of 
which was a William Dodson. In 1704 a William Dodson is listed on Rent Rolls with 100 
acres. XXIV William Dodson died in Dale Parish, Henrico Co in 1746/7. His will was dated 18 Oct 
1746 and recorded April 1747. He left to his son, Thomas, “all the land I now possess,” a negro 
woman, and all his personal estate. To his sons, William and Stephen, he left a negro, and also 
one to his “grandson, Edward, son of Stephen.” To his daughter, Ann Shackleton, he left one 
shilling (Henrico Wills & Deeds, 1744-48 p. 251). In 1749 Chesterfield County was created 
from Henrico Co. and Dale Parish fell into the new county. The sons, Thomas and William 
remained in Chesterfield County. The son, Stephen, moved to Amelia Co., VA which adjoined 
Chesterfield on the southwest. xxv 

Charles Dodson is found in the late 1600s in Rappahannock county in the part that became 
Richmond County, Virginia. His Dodson line in Virginia is believed to be the first line with 
continuous documented descendants in America. Charles was probably born about 1649 from 
one court record stating his approximate age As early as 1686 in Old Rappahannock County, 
Charles Dodson was named as executor in will of John Lincoln and that same year, he was 
executor in a will of Edward Johnson. XXV1 When and where Charles was born and when he 
came to America has not been documented. It's likely he came from the British Isles, most likely 
England. DNA tests have proved there is no connection between his line and the early Dodson 
lines in Pennsylvania and Maryland. 

Summary of Life of Charles Dodson - by Michelle Duval Ule, 2000. Used with Permission 
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The first traceable Dodson in North America is believed to have been one Charles Dodson who 
leased land in Old Rappahannock County in 1680. Charles is thought to have been born about 
1649. He married his wife Ann prior to 1680 and they had nine children: Charles Junior married 
Ann Thomas and Mary Durham. Bartholomew Richard married Elizabeth Clarke; William; John 
married Elizabeth Goad; Lambert; Anne and Elizabeth. Charles Dodson became a prosperous 
tobacco planter. On October 13, 1687 Charles Dodson purchased 300 acres in Rappahannock 
County from Samuel and Frances Traversix. He purchased 500 acres of land on the main branch 
of Totuskey Creek on January 2, 1693, located in the North Farnham Parish area of newly 
formed Richmond County. Dodson paid 1000 pounds of tobacco for the property. He either 
inherited land or purchased other property whose deeds have not been found, for the amount of 
property he distributed to his sons in his will amounted to more than 500 acres of land. Notes 
found in a Dodson file in Tennessee State records suggest some of the first land Charles Dodson 
patented was leased from Peter Elmore in Old Rappahannock County in July, 1693. The lease 
was for 19 years, but the amount of land was noted as “as much land as three tithables can tend 
in corn and tobacco”. Old Rappahannock County was split into Essex and Richmond counties in 
1692. Dodson owned land in both counties but lived in Richmond County. Throughout the 
1690's Charles, and occasionally Ann Dodson, continued witnessing the signing of various wills 
or deeds. He traded some livestock with his son Thomas on July 31, 1693 with the comment the 
cow was “in exchange with him my said son Thomas for one sow shoat given him by his god¬ 
father Peter Elmore”. In February, 1702 Charles Dodson gave 150 acres of land “in consideration 
of the natural love and fatherly affection that I have and bare towards my son Thomas Dodson 
and for divers other good causes and considerations”. Thomas was living on the property when 
his father gave him the land. 

When Charles Dodson died in 1705 he left houses and extensive land holdings (at least 150 acres 
apiece) to each of his six sons. The women in the family received "all my moveable estate of 
what kind so ever within and without". As an interesting stipulation, Charles Dodson insisted 
that none of the land out of the name might be sold except one brother selleth to another and if 
no male appeareth by none of my sons [they have no male heirs] that then my daughters may 
inherit the land. The Dodsons owned property on Totuskey Creek, not far from North Farnham 
Church. Ann Dodson married neighbor John Hill before July 3, 1706 when she presented an 
accounting of Charles Dodson’s estate to the courts. A comment in the Dodsons of North 
Farnham Parish suggested Ann’s second marriage was not looked upon with favor some of her 
children: Thomas Dodson brought an action in court “against John Hill marrying the Executrix 
of Charles Dodson.” The action was dismissed by the court on 3 April 1707, “the plaintiff not 
prosecuting” . . . The reason for this court action was not explained. We don’t know when Ann 
Dodson Hill died. 

* * * 

The Charles Dodson family was in the North Farnham Parish of Richmond County, and it is 
believed that these records from the Register of North Farnham Parish, Richmond County, 
Virginia are most likely members of this same family: xxvu 

Born Thomas son of Charles and Anne Dodson May 15, 1681 

Born Mary daughter of Thomas and Mary Dodson October 5, 1715 

Born Anne daughter of Charles and Anne Dodson July 16, 1715 
Charles Dodson departed this life August 1, 1716 
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Born James son of Bartholomew and Eliza Dodson December 23, 1716 
Born Joseph son of Charles and Ruth Dodson November 15, 1719 
Born Abraham son of Thomas and Mary Dodson April 4, 1723 
Born Charles son of Charles and Ruth Dodson July 11, 1723 
Born Joseph son of Thomas and Elizabeth Dodson February 21, 1725 
Born Joshua son of Thomas and Mary Dodson May 25, 1725 
Born Samuel son of Charles and Ruth Dodson September 4 1725 
Born Solomon son of Charles and Ruth Dodson December 4, 1727 
Born Elisha son of Thomas and Mary Dodson February 22, 1727 
Born Thomas son of Thomas and Eliza Dodson October 3, 1728 
Born Margt. daughter of Charles and Ruth Dodson February 23, 1729 
Born Ruth Dodson September 21, 1734 

Born Alice daughter of Fortunatus and Alice Dodson March 15, 1734 
Born Peter son of John and Eliza. Dodson May 22, 1735 
Born Lazarus son of George and Margaret Dodson October 7, 1728 
Born Rawleigh son of George and Margaret Dodson January 18, 1730 
Born Thomas son of George and Margaret Dodson May 25, 1735 
Samuel Dodson departed this life 1726 
Lucy Dodson departed this life April 9, 1730 
John Dodson Junr departed this life May 27, 1734 
Daniel Dodson departed this life November 4, 1734 
Ruth Dodson departed this life April 12, 1735 
Joseph Dodson departed this life April 2, 1736 
Sarah Dodson departed this life February 21, 1736 

Born Mary daughter of George and Margaret Dodson December 21, 1726 
Born Lucy daughter of Fortunatus and Alice Dodson September 12, 1728 
Born James son of Fortunatus and Alice Dodson December 18, 1730 
Born Rawleigh son of George and Margaret Dodson February 16, 1730 
Born Mary daughter of Thomas and Elizabeth Dodson June 16, 1730 
Born Isaac son of Lambert and Sarah Dodson September 11, 1730 
Born Sarah & Betty (twins daughters of Thomas and Eliza Dodson May 27, 1732 
Born Ann daughter of Fortunatus and Alice Dodson November 10, 1732 
Born Martha Ann daughter of John and Eliza Dodson November 7, 1725 
Born Charles son of John and Eliza Dodson August 28, 1726 
Born Moses Son of John and Eliza. Dodson January 12, 1729 
Born John son of John and Eliza Dodson August 12, 1731 
Born Nanny daughter of Lambert and Sarah Dodson July 20, 1734 
Married George Dodson to Margarett Dagord April 30, 1726 
Married Fortunatus Dodson to Ellis (Alice) Goad September 9, 1726 
Born George son of James and Elizabeth Dodson February 26, 1736 
Born Hannah daughter of Fortunatus and Alice Dodson October 7, 1737 
Born Mary daughter of Lambert and Sarah Dodson April 3, 1724 
Fortunatus Dodson departed this life September 9, 1737 
Born George son of George and Margaret Dodson October 31, 1737 
Born Fortunatus son of George and Margaret Dodson March 31, 1740 
Thomas Dodson departed this life November 21, 1740 
Born Daniel son of James and Eliza Dodson December 9, 1740 
Born Judith daughter of Greenham & Eleanor Dodson January 6, 1741 
Born Jesse son of James and Eliza Dodson August 28, 1743 
Born Millian daughter of Abraham & Barbary Dodson September 7, 1744 
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Born Hannah daughter of George and Margaret Dodson May 2, 1747 
Born Charles son of James and Eliza Dodson December 23, 1746 
Born William son of James and Eliza. Dodson December 14, 1749 
Born Judith daughter of Charles and Elizabeth Dodson June 3, 1748 
Margery Dodson departed this life February 27, 1749 
Born James Booth son of Charles and Eliza Dodson July 20, 1750 
Born Charles son of Charles and Eliza Dodson August 20, 1752 
Born Frances daughter of Charles and Eliza Dodson February 25, 1755 
Born John son of Charles and Eliza Dodson April 28, 1757 
Born Alexr. son of Charles and Elizabeth Dodson December 14, 1761 
Born Sarah Alyhood daughter of James Dodson February 28, 1783 
Born Jammy son of James Dodson December 10, 1780 
Born Abraham son of Rawleigh and Betty Dodson June 17, 1789 
Born Winneyfret daughter of Alexander Dodson November 15, 1788 
Born Suckay daughter of Alexander & Winny Dodson February 28, 1791 
Born Betsey Booth daughter of Rawleigh & Bettey Dodson October 28, 1791 
Born James Booth son of Alexander & Winnyfred Dodson March 7, 1795 
Born William son of James Dodson February 8, 1773 

Born Elizabeth Booth daughter of Alexandr & Winnefred Dodson May 21, 1783 
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Dodsons in Colonial Maryland 


Based on male DNA results, XXVI1 the Dodsons of Charles County, Maryland could have been 
related in some way to the Charles Dodson line of Richmond County, Virginia, but no 
relationships have been documented. Based on other Dodson males tested, the Charles County 
Dodsons are not related to early Dodsons in Talbot or Frederick counties in Maryland. 

Lands around the Chesapeake Bay were the first areas settled in Maryland. St Mary's county 
was formed in 1637; Kent county in 1642; Anne Arundel in 1650; Charles County in 1658; 
Talbot county from Kent County in 1662, Calvert County in 1664; Dorchester County in 1668; 
and Prince George's County in 1695 from Charles and Calvert Counties. Frederick county was 
formed from Prince George's in 1748. xxv “ These are the primary counties where records of early 
Dodsons are found. 



To attract settlers to the northern and the western areas of Maryland, the proprietors began giving 
special land prices and taxes for new settlers. People with families who settled within three 
years of the proclamation could have 200 acres without payment for 3 years. There were other 
provisions for single persons. xxvu 

In 1908, Thompson P Ege published Dodson Genealogy 1600 to 1907 xxvn and gave erroneous 
information about early Dodson settlers in Maryland. He claimed that a Thomas Dodson born 
October 19, 1669 in Knaresborough, Yorkshire England married Katherine Savill there on July 
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15, 1698 came to New Jersey and then settled in Maryland.™ 1 Fred and Diana Claussen did 
extensive research in England in 2009 which disputes the Maryland Thomas Dodson line 
claimed by Ege. The conclusion of their research "The EGE version of the early DODSON lineage 
(The Dodson Genealogy, 1600 - 1900) prior to the DODSON arrival in Talbot County, Maryland is not 
correct. Thomas DODGSON and Catherine SAVILL were Quakers who were born, lived and died in the 
area in/around Knaresborough, Yorkshire, England." 

Although there were Dodsons in Maryland in the 1600s, most Dodson records are from the 
1700s. 

Dodsons of Charles County Maryland 

Port Tobacco in Charles county was once a large and active seaport and even listed on early 
world maps. Today it is a small village, but there are a few early records of the Dodsons in Port 
Tobacco, one as early as 1675 for John Dodson. 

1675 April 8 - in Charles County, the estate of William Marshall made payments to John 
Dodson. 

1679 - a petition was made by the guardian of orphans John and Nicholas Lurke and references 
the 50 Cabbin Neck acres of John Dodson. The request was that the land be transferred to the 
orphans because their father paid rent for several years. (See Anne Arundel county notes). 

1704 June 12 - Port Tobacco John Dodson served as a Juror.™ 1 

1708 March 8 - Job Dodson witnessed a deed from William Benson, planter of Charles 
County, and his wife Catherine, to Henry More, planter of Charles County. For 6,000 pounds of 
tobacco 275 acre tract of land called Wards Wheele on east side of Piscattaway River; said in 
patent to be in Charles County, but now in Prince George's County, bounded by St. Thomas 
Runn™ 11 

1714 November 9 - Grand Jury presents Jane Dawson for having a Mulatto Bastard by 
information of John Dodson constable and William. Middleton and Elizabeth Middleton 
evidences. 

1715 August 10 - Rent Rolls Port Tobacco: Dodsons Courage : 175 acres. Surveyed for John 
Dodson 10 Aug 1715. This land mentioned in 1734 will. 

1712 September 16 - John Doddson was witness to will of Colonel James Smallwood, Sr. 

1725 December 22 - Walter Dodson was witness to will of Mary Lenoir, widow. 

1727 April 7 - At the request of John Dodson of Charles County, a mark was recorded for his 
son, Walter. 

1729 May 16 - John Dodson's property line is mentioned in a deed from John Digges of Prince 
Georges County to Henry Darnall. 
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1730 Aug 10 - 20 Acres - Allen Hudson from John Dodson 

1730 Aug 10 - 150 Acres - Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer from Walter Dodson 

1733 - Charles County Tax List Port Tobacco East Side: Dodsons are Walter, John Junr and 
John Senr. 

1733 - Charles County Tax List Port Tobacco Parrish: Charles Dodson 

1735 No Dodsons are noted in probate records for Charles County prior to this date. xxvu 

1734 26 - January John Dodson will names Walter and John as his sons and a daughter Frances 
Hewton. He did not name any other children. John gave land to his son John Jr which would go 
to Walter upon John Jr's death. 

In the name of God Amen this Twenty Six Day of January, Anno Domini OneThousand 
Seven Hundred and Thirty four five 1 John Dodson of Charles County being weak in body 
but of good and perfect memory thanks to Almighty God for it do make and ordain this my 
last Will and Testament in manner & form following 1 commend my Soul to Almighty God 
my Saviour & Redeemer and for the setting of my Temporal Estate and such goods and 
Chatties Debts as it hath pleased God to bestow on me I do ordain give and dispose the 
same in manner and form 

following that is to say Imprimis — I give and bequeath unto my dearly beloved wife 
Leaticia Dodson one Negro Man named Henry to remain hers during her life and then to 
return to my 

Dearly & well beloved son John Dodson to remain his life & then to my son Walter 
Dodson. I likewise give unto my dearly beloved Wife Leaticia Dodson the bed and furniture 
as I and my Wife lies on and cdso I give Two Thousand Pounds of good Tobacco to buy her 
a Woman Servant with and one Horse to her liking to remain hers forever. 

Item — I give and bequeath unto my Dearly and well beloved Son Walter Dodson one Negro 
Man named Peter to remain his & his heirs lawfully begotton of his body forever. 

Item — I give unto my Dearly and well beloved Son John Dodson a parcel of Land 
containing fifty acres to run as the Branch Runs and takes in the young orchard with it being 
part of Dodsons Courage to remain his during his life and after the scud John Deceases (to 
my dearly and well beloved Son Walter Dodson, to remain his and his heirs lawfully 
begotton of his body forever 

Item — I give and bequeath unto my Dearly & Well beloved Daughter Frances Hewton part 
of all my moveable Estate excepting any part that is mentioned in this Will 
Item —It is my last Will and desire that the remaining part of my Personal Estate after my 
just debt being paid shall be equcdly divided between Wife and two Sons & Daughter Walter 
Dodson and John Dodson and Frances Hewton 

Item — And 1 hereby appoint my scud Son Walter Dodson full & Sole Executor of my last 
Will & Testament I hereby provoking Disanulling making Void cdl Will or Wills by me made 
this only my last Will & Testament as Witnefs whereof I hereunto set my hand and affect my 
Seed the Day and Year above written. Jn Dodson (seal) Signed & Seeded in the presence of 
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us Fran Goodrick, Charles Godrick, Mary Goodrick Will Book 21, Page 341 Charles 
County, MD 

1734 - Charles County John Dodson Sr - Inventories 

1735 - Charles County John Dodson - Wills 

1735 - Charles County John Dodson, Sr. Jun 4 1735 Appraisers: John Robey, Richard 
Robey. Mentions: Lettisha Dodson, John Dodson, Peter Mitchel, Ann Ebernathy. Executor: 
Walter Dodson. 

1735 - Charles County John Dodson - Inventories 

1736 - June 16 Account of Walter Dodson, executor of John Dodson late of Charles county, 
dead. Disbursements paid to John Dodson, Sureties are Thomas Morris and Jacob Miller. 
Maryland Account Book No. 15. 

1736 - John Dodson Jr Will: 

the remainder part of my Estate be equally divided amongst seven of my Children Which are 

James Dodson, John Dodson, Elias Dodson, Benjamin Dodson, Joseph Dodson, Elenor 
Wooden & Sarah Dodson & their Heirs Will Book 21, Page 731, Maryland 3 Nov 1736 

1736 - John Dodson - Accounts 

1736 - John Dodson - Commission to Pass Accounts 

1736 - Walter Dodson - Accounts 

1742 - May 4 Will of Allen Hewton 

To son George, 2 lots in Port Tobacco, he to be under care of Walter Dodson. To dau. 
Mary, personalty, she to be under care of Mary Anne Boswell till age of 16. To Geo. 
Sinkilton use of shop and tools. Executors: Walter Dodson and John Boswell. Witnesses: 
Dan'll Necde, John Lucraft, Hugh Wynn. Proved 7th July, 1742. 

1742 - November 26 Survey for Walter Dodson Dodson's Chance 30 acres near the west line of 
Dodson's Courage, patented 14 Jan 1744 

1743/4 - March 13 present Eleanor Beddor for bearing a bastard child living at Francis Gutricks 
by information of Walter Dodson constable. xxvu 

1744/1745 - present Mulatto Mary living at Courts Keeches for bearing a Bastard Child by 
information of Walter Dodson Constable xxvu 

1744 April 4 - William Dodson on rent rolls 

1745 July 5 - Walter Dodson on rent rolls 

1750 - Walter Dodson sale of 150 acres part of a tract by John Dodson called Dodsons courage 
and also 30 acres of a tract called Dodsons Chance taken by Walter Dodson 
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1754 - Lease. Nov 16, 1754 from Dan of St Thomas Jenifer of Charles County, to Walter 
Dodson of Charles County, for the yearly rent of 1000 lbs of crop tobacco & 7 shillings & 1 
penny sterling, to be paid to said Jenifer each Dec 25, the lease to said Dodson of 2 tracts of land, 
the one called Dodsons Courage, taken up by John Dodson, and the other called Dodsons 
Chance, taken up by the aforesaid Walter. This lease is for the natural lives of aforesaid Walter 
Dodson, William Barton Dodson, & Walter Dodson Jr. Aforesaid Walter and his heirs may 
cut down and make use of any timber or fire wood for the use of the land aforesaid, provided the 
said Walter does not sell or carry away any of the timber or wood. Signed - Dan. of St: Thos. 
Jenifer. Wit - Walter Hanson, Arthur Lee. Recorded Nov 17, 1754. Charles County Land Record 
Book A#2, 1752-1756; Page (251). 

1763 - From Jacob Dodson of Charles County to Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer of Charles 
County, for five hundred pounds of crop tobacco, part of a tract of land called Dodsons adjoining 
to and being part of a tract of land now in the possession of said Jenifer, & rented to Simon 
Reeder, containing 50 acres. Signed - Jacob Dodson. Wit - Robert Hooe. I, Jacob Dodson of 
Charles County, give bond to said Jenifer in the sum of pounds of crop tobacco, whereas the 
aforesaid dated with these presents, to said Jenifer, 50 acres of land, now the condition of the 
above bond is such that if said Jacob Dodson shall save harmless said Jenifer against Jacob 
Dodson or his heirs claiming the land aforesaid, then the above bond to be void. Signed - Jacob 
Dodson. Wit - Baker Brooke, Robt Hooe. Recorded Jun 16, 1763. Land Record Book L#3, 1761- 
1765; Page 299. 

1772 July 11 - Mary Boarman and Henry Boarman conveyed 150 acres, part of a tract called 
Sarun, on the north side of the Wiccocomico River to Walter Dodson Gent, of Charles 
County.™ 

1773 - Walter Dodson In the name of God amen I Walter Dodson of Charles County in 
Province of Maryland tho weak in body but of sound perfect mind & memory praise be to 
almighty God for it do make this my last Will and Testament in manner, and form. Following 
that is to say Imprimis - I give and bequeath my Soul to almighty God who gave it and my 
body to the earth to be decently intered at the discretion of my Executors or Executrix here 
after mentioned. 

Item — I give and bequeath unto my brother John Dodson one Negro boy named Richard. 
Item - I give and bequeath unto my loving wife Henrieter Dodson part of a tract of Land 
ccdled Sarum whereon I now dwell & one hundred fifty acres more of less during her life 
and after her decease the above mentioned land to be sold and the money to be equcdly 
divided between my brothers and sisters. And further I give and bequeath unto my loving 
wife Henrieter Dodson the whole remainder partofmy personable estate of what kind or 
quantity soever not in this Will 

mentioned. Lastly I do hereby Nominate Constitute (and) appoint my loving wife Henrieter 
Dodson and by brother John Dodson Executors of this my last Will and Testament hereby 
revoking disannulling and making void cdl former Will or Wills by me made and only 
ratifying & confirming this to be my last Will and Testament. In witness whereof I have 
hereunto set my hand and affixed my seed this 23rd day of January Anno Domini 1773. 
Wcdter Dodson Signed and seeded and published & delivered To be the leist Will and 
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Testament of Mr. Walter Dodson of Charles County in presents of us who have Here 
subscribed our names as witnesses at the request of the Testator: William Sympson Senr, 
James Sympson, Basil Knott 

Will Book 39, Page 67, Charles County, MD 23 Jan 1773 


1773 - Walter Dodson - Inventories 
1773 - Walter Dodson - Inventories 


1775 - 1778 Charles County Census: Charles Dodson, Constable, Port Tobacco,Town Hundred. 
Port Tobacco, East Hundred - William Barton, Jacob and Charles Dodson xxvu 

1777 - Muster Roll of Capt. John Hanson’s company of the 12th Battalion, William Dodson 
1777 - Muster Roll of 12th Battalion, John Dodson 

1783 - John Dodson. 100 acres.4th District 

1790 - An Ignatius Dodson, named in a land sale in MD to settle the land or estate of Walter 
Dotson, may be the same Ignatius Dotson who later migrates to Georgia. George Augustine 
Washington hired Ignatius Dodson on 19 Aug. 1790 as an overseer on George Washington’s 
Clifton’s Neck plantation, cdso called River Farm. Dodson worked on the plantation from 10 
Dec. 1790 to 9 Dec. 1791. The articles of agreement were witnessed by John Christian Ehlers 
(Indenture with Ignatius Dodson, 19 Aug. 1790, DLC:GW). xxvn 

1790 - Census Charles County: William Dodson, Jacob Dotson, Barton Dodson 

1793 - January 10 

Will of William Dodson Senior - wife Ann; daughter Mary Dodson; sons Henry Massey 
Dodson and William Dodson. I, William Dodson Senr of Charles County being sick and 
weak but of sound and disposing mind memory and understanding To wife Ann Dodson 1/3 
part of my estate To children; Mary Dodson, Henry Massey Dodson and William Dodson, 
the remaining 2/3 of my estate.Sell negro boy Lewis and divide money between wife and 
children.Executor: Ann Dodson Signed: January 10, 1793 William (his mark) Dodson Wit - 
Jno C. Layman, Theo's Robey Probated on February 1, 1793 by Ann Dodson together with 
witnesses John Christopher Layman and Theophilus Robey, who made oath that they saw 
the testator sign and seal this will/'"" 

1796 June 18 William Barton Smoot (of Thomas) and wife Margaret (Dodson), Jacob Dodson 
and wife Lydia, William B Dodson and wife Letishia, Ignatius Dodson and wife Cloe, and 
Mary Dodson, all of Charles County (MD)., to Luke White Barber of St. Marys for 150 pds 
current money of MD, part of a tract called Sarum which Walter Dodson, dec'd of Charles Co., 
died seized of; also all right of grantors to the last will and testament of sd. Walter Dodson. 

1797 April 5 John Dodson of Prince George County MD to Luke White Barber of St. Marys Co; 
for 150 pds all title and claim to a tract called Sarum of which Walter Dodson died seized of. 
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1797 May 4 Charles Dodson of Maryland (no county) to Luke White Barber of St Marys Co., 
for 150 pds claim to tract Sarum 

1798 Matthew Smoot, of Charles County, was a surety for Anne Dodson, the administrator of 

William Dodson 

1799 March 10 Charles County 

Will of Henry Massey Dodson names sister Mary Dodson and brother William 1, Henry 
Massey Dodson of Charles County being debilitated state but of perfect sound memory and 
understanding To my sister Mary Dodson and brother William Dodson all my property that 
was left to me by father. Also, one black horse saddle and bridle and all moneys due to me 
after debts paid. Executor: none Signed: March 10, 1799 Henry M. Dodson Wit: Gerrard 
Briscoe, John Dyson Proved April 30, 1799 xxv " 

1799 March 11 Charles County Will Jacob Dodson probated June 1799 names wife Lydy, 
daughters Margaret Dodson, Haner Dodson, Lydia Tubman, Sophia Dodson.William B 
Smoot was a witness. 

1800 Census Charles County, Port Tobacco Parish: Ann Dodson, John Dodson, Charles 
Dodson, Lydia Dodson 

1816 Ignatius Dodson Will dated 23 Dec 1816; Names wife Cloe Dodson - as executrix and that 
she should distribute equal shares to herself and children. Book 1818-19, Page 76 Wilkes 
County, GA 

1802 Feb 22 Mary Neal, late Mary Dodson, of Bedford County, VA to Luke White Barber of St 
Mary's County, MD for $50 all her right, title and claim to a part of a tract of land called (?) of 
which Walter Dodson, dec'd late of Charles County, MD died seized of, as well as to all sums of 
money she may be entitled to by virtue of a sale of land to be pursuant to the last will to Luke 
White Barber to act on her behalf. Witnesses Thomas G Logwood, Robert Salmons, Armistead 
Otey. Acknowledged 22 Feb 1802 by Mary Neal. 

1827 Feb 24 State of Maryland County of Charles 

Be it remembered that on this day, twenty fourth day of February, Anno Domini 1827, there 
has been addressed to us satisfactory evidence to prove that Elizabeth Radcliff who made 
the foregoing declaration on oath and has subscribed 

the power of attorney herewith connected, is a niece and one of the heirs of William Smoot 
late a lieutenant in the Continental Army of the revolutionary war (being the daughter of 
Barton Smoot a brother of said William Smoot) and that the other heirs of the said William 
Smoot are in number, to wit: Henry Dodson, Robert Dodson, John Dodson, Middleton 
Dodson, Eleanor Dodson, and Sarah Dodson, children of Sarah Dodson, sister of 
Lieutenant William Smoot, all living in Prince Georges County in the state of Maryland and 
that the above named persons are all the heirs of the said William Smoot know to be living. 
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In witness of all which, I have hereunto affixed my and seal in my capacity of a Justice of the 
Peace this 24th day of February 1827 John B Wills. 


* * * * 

Dodsons of Calvert County Maryland 

1705 Circuit Court Land Surveys Dodsons Desire, 100 Acres 
1712 Estate - Thomas Hicks 2 Jul 30 1712 Payments to: John Dodson 
1715 Estate - Mathew Hambleton 2 Mar 23 1715 Appraiser: John Dodson 
1720 Estate - John Rodin Appraiser: 30 May 1720 Dodson 

1733 Estate Morgan, Benjamin 23rd Jan., 1733. Residue of estate to John Dotson in return for 
care and maintenance of child.; sons aforesaid to have one yr.'s schooling. 

1733 A list of Taxables as they were rec'd by Joseph Willson, Constable of the Upper Hundred 
of the Cliffs: James Dodson 

1733 Marsa Turner and James Dodson are listed together in Calvert County MD in a list of 
Taxable Persons that were given to Thos. Ireland, Constable of Hunting Creek. 

1733 John Dotson, Jno. Dotson, Jun., Benj. Dotson are on a list of taxables in Calvert County, 
MD St. Leonard's Creek Hundred, Taken by Richard Hellen, Constable. 

1734 John Dotson - Accounts 

1736 Calvert County Wills: 

In the Name of God Amen the Third day of November One Thousand Seven Hundred and 
Thirty Six I John Dodson of Calvert County in the Province of Maryland being weak in 
body but of sound & perfect Memory — Thanks be to Almighty God & calling to mind the 
uncertainty of this life Do make Constitute & Declare this my last Will & Testament in 
manner & form following Revoking & Annulling these presents cdl & every Testament & 
Testaments Will & Wills heretofore by me made or declared either by Word or Writing & 
this is to be taken only for my last Will and Testament & none other And now for the settling 
of my estate & such goods & chatties as it hath pleased God to Bestow on me Likewise I doe 
order Give & Dispose the same in manner & form following (that is to say) 1 Will that cdl 
those Debts 1 owe in right & conscience to any manner of person or persons whatsoever 
shall be well & truly pend within Convenient time after my Decease by my Executor 
hereafter named. 

Item — I give & Bequeath to my well beloved son James Dodson One Cow & calf to him & 
his Heirs forever. 

Item — I give and Bequeath to my well beloved Son John Dodson my best featherbed & 
furniture & my young mare & her increase. Only my two grandchildren William Morgan & 
John Morgan to have each of them a mare colt the first two that shall be foeded after my 
decease 

Item — I give & Bequeath to my well beloved Daughter Eleanor Wooden one Cow and Ccdf 
to her & her Heirs forever. 

Item — I give & Bequeath to my well beloved Son Benjamin Dodson one Cow & Ccdf & my 
young horse ccdled Little Rone. 
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Item — I give & Bequeath to my well beloved Son Elias Dodson one Cow & Calf to him & 
his heirs for ever 

Item —I give & Bequeath to my well beloved Son Joseph Dodson one Cow & Calf to him & 
his Heirs for ever. 

Item — I give & Bequeath to my well beloved Daughter Sarah Dodson one Cow & Calf to 
her and her Heirs for ever. 

Item — I give & Bequeath to my well beloved Daughter Margaret Howard One Shilling & 
none to her Heirs. 

Item — I give & Bequeath to my Daughter Mary Cards Heirs One Shilling & no more. 

Item — My Will & mind is that the remainder part of my Estate be equally divided amongst 
Seven of my Children Which are James Dodson John Dodson Elias Dodson Benjamin 
Dodson Joseph Dodson Elenor Wooden & Sarah Dodson & their Heirs forever. 

Item — 1 Doe appoint & Constitute my well beloved Son John Dodson to be my whole & Sole 
executor of this my last Will & Testament Confirmation whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand & seals this day & year first above written. John Dodson (Seal) Signed Sealed & 
Delivered in the Presence of Stephen Dickinson, John Gods grace Will Book 21, Page 731, 
Maryland Probated 2 Feb 1737 

1737 John Dodson May 4 1737 Appraisers: Stephen Dickinson, John Godsgrace. Creditors: 
Thomas Blackstone, John Smith. Next of kin: John Dodson, Benjamin Dodson. Executors: 
James Dottson, Joseph Wooden. 

1737/38 John Dodson - Accounts 

1737 John Dodson - Inventories 

1738 James Dodson - Accounts 

1739 Nov 9 James Dodson named executor in a will for James Freeman. 

1747 James Dotson - Accounts 

1748 John Dodson - Inventories 

1753 Sep 29 Estate James Dotson. Administratrix: Mary Dotson. 

1753 James Dotson - Accounts 

1753 James Dotson - Balances of Final Distribution Books 
1753 James Dotson - Inventories 
1753 Mary Dotson - Accounts 
1760 James Dotson - Accounts 

1783 Calvert County Tax Assessment: Benjamin Dotson 1st District, John Dotson 
2nd District, James Dotson 3rd District, John Jr Dotson 3rd District 

1819 September 1 

"I, John Darnall, of Calvert Co., State of Maryland"; to Benj. Tayler of Calvert Co., 
currency; to Harriot Taylor, furniture, currency, etc.; to Mary Tayler, furniture, currency, 
etc.; dau., Elizabeth Darnall, land to be lend out of tract in Calvert Co., called Mill Mount, 
in manner not to interfere with Mill or Mill seat; to son, Chas. Darnall, another part of 
aforesaid tract; daus., Rebecca Dodson and Rachel Dodson, tract in City of Washington; 
to dau., Sarah Jones, all remainder of tract in Calvert, together with all improvements 
belonging; to daus., Sarah Jones, Rachel Dodson, Rebecca Dodson, Elizabeth Darnall and 
to Edward Jones, for use of Mary Davis (James Davis, husband of Mary), dau., Ann Davis, 
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and to her and "my youngest son, Chas. Darnall," all residue of Estate. Extrs: Benj. Tollers 
and Edward Jones. Written Sept. 1, 1819; probated Sept. 20, 1819. Wts.: John Soper, Levin 
Boone, Richard H. Marshall. 

John Darnall-Will-Prince George County, Maryland Liber T. T. Folio 248 

* * * * 


Dodsons of Talbot County Maryland 

1663 January 11 Talbot County Bee it Known unto all men by these Presents that I John 
Dodson of the County of Talbott in the Province of Maryland Planter doe stand Justly Indebted 
unto William Elliott of the County of Kent the full and Just summ of Eighteene hundred Forty 
Eight pounds of good sound merchantable Tobacco & Cask, To bee paid to the scad William 
Elliott or his Certaine Atturney Excetors Adminestors or Assignes att or upon the tenth month & 
on the tenth day of the scud month, next insueing the date hereof, for the which payment well and 
truely to be made and done I binde my self e my heirs Excetors Adminestors or Assignes firmely 
by these psents And doe bind cdl my Cropp over to the scad Elliott both Come and Tobacco 
withoutt any Courss in Law, if the said summ aforesaid be nott fully satisfied and Paid; butt if 
paid that thn the Cropp to returne to the said DodSons use as Wittnes my my hand and seale ths 
11th of the 11th month Called Janry 1663 Jn° Dodson ® Signed seeded & dd &c Ralph Dawson 
Robt Kent xxv " 

In 1664, John Dodson acknowledged, in a Talbot county court, a debt to William Elliott of Kent 
County, MD, xxvn and in 1665 in Talbot County, John Dodson recorded a land patent for 50 acres 
on Cabbin Neck. Record 8, page 161. 

1727 August 18 Talbot County marriage Robert Dodson to Mary Brumell, St. Peter's Parish. xxvu 

1728 April 24 Talbot County marriage Susannah Dodson to William Clark, St. Peter's Parish 
1730 April 15 Talbot County Robert Dodson administered on the estate of Abraham Brummell. 
1730 Mary Dodson - Accounts 

1730 Robert Dodson - Accounts 

1745 Robert Hall administered on the estate of Robert Dodson and said he was a builder of 
sailing vessels. 

1745 Robert Dodson Jr - Accounts 

1745 Robert Dodson Jr - Inventories 

1746 October 18 Talbot County Marriage Mary Dodson to Charles Gorsuch, St Peter's Parish 
1776 Thomas Dodson Bay Hundred, Talbot County, MD 1 white male 16 to 50; 1 

female 16 to 50; 4 males under 16 and 3 females under 16 
1783 Talbot County list Thomas Dodson, Bay and Mill 
1790 Census Talbot Dodson Robert 
1790 Census Talbot Dodson Thomas 
1800 Census Talbot Robert Dodson 


33 



RICHARD S. DODSON xx 11 

Note: The following write-up by C. Marion Dodson, M. D., Baltimore, Maryland was first 
published in the 1908 edition of Thompson Ege's book on the Dodson Family and quoted in 
other publications. Based on recent research the first two or three generations are now 
questioned. 

A descendant of ancestors who had been Marylanders for many generations and whose generous 
natures and upright lives were an honor to the grand old State, the late Richard S. Dodson, in 
his long and successful career as a business man, worthily maintained the traditions of such a 
lineage. 

(I) Thomas Dodson, the earhest ancestor in this country, born October 19. 1669. was a son of 
Daniel and Susannah Dodson, of Knaresborough, Yorkshire. England. In company with his 
oldest brother, John, and sister, Mary, with a small colony of Quakers, he came to Burlington, 
New Jersey, in 1677. or about four years before Penn settled Pennsylvania. He married in 
Burlington and shortly afterward settled in Talbot county, Maryland, where his descendants 
have continued to live from generation to generation to the present day. Note: This generation 
apparently is taken from the writings of Thompson P Ege, and as noted, the information is 
incorrect based on current research. It is probable that Robert born in 1762 is the first 
traceable ancestor for this family line. 

(II) Robert, son of Thomas Dodson, was born in the year 1700, in Talbot county, Maryland. He 
spent his entire life upon his farm in his native county, with the exception of the period during 
which he led a seafaring life. 

(III) Thomas (2). son of Robert Dodson, was born in the year 1728. He was a prominent citizen 
of his county, a gentleman of the "old school," and a member of St. Peter's Parish of the English 
Colonial Church. 

(IV) Robert (2), son of Thomas (2) Dodson, was born December 6, 1762. His life was a 
strenuous one. He not only established his family legend in the memory of his descendants, but at 
this late period an old ledger of a hundred years ago was found, portraying in clear statements 
the various operations in which he was engaged, his association with the events of that period 
and the people of the day and generation in which he lived. He farmed, traded in general 
products of his region, dealt in real estate, and took hold of any enterprise that offered an 
opportunity for a successful turn. Eater on in life he became interested in educational work and 
was largely instrumented in having the children of his community educated. Together with his 
various pursuits, he owned several vessels that traded on the Chesapeake Bay, among which was 
the schooner Edward, which was fitted for both freight and passengers, and plied between Saint 
A Michaels and Baltimore. This Robert Dodson was especially active during the period of the 
War of 1812. at the time of the British invasion, in aiding his section by distributing arms to the 
people for their defense in the threatened districts, having also one of his vessels fitted out and 
armed as a guard boat. He was one of the first commissioners of the town of Saint Michaels. He 
died at the age of sixty-two and was buried in the old Methodist Cemetery at Saint Michaels. 
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(V) Captain William Dodson, eldest son of Robert (2) Dodson, was bom at Saint Michaels, 
Maryland, in 1786, died in Baltimore in 1833. He attended the best schools which the time and 
place afforded, and was designed for a very different life from the one he subsequently pursued. 
His father had planned for him a liberal education and for some time kept him diligently at his 
studies. Soon, however, the senior spirit developed, and he gave up his studies and began the 
career which his spirit craved. He made a voyage across the Atlantic as mate of a ship ; but, at 
the urgency of his father, he gave up ocean navigation, and at the beginning of his more eventful 
life we find him in charge of his father's packet schooner Edward. This vessel, while temporarily 
under his command, scaling from Baltimore July 26, 1813, outscdled the British pursuers and 
escaped into Scant Michaels harbor, which was attacked a few days later by the British. At the 
request of General Benson, who commanded the militia assembled there for defense, he took 
command of Parrott's Point Battery in an earthwork erected to guard the town. This battery 
defeated the British on August 10. 1813, in their attempt to capture Scant Michaels and destroy 
the vessels in refuge there, as well as those on the stocks in process of building. After the defense 
of Scant Michaels he joined the United States navy under Commodore Joshua Barney, whose 
flotilla, in which he was appointed a scaling master, sailed from Baltimore in May, 1814, and 
fought the British on the Chesapeake Bay until the enemy landed in large force at Benedict, on 
Patuxent river, and commenced operations against the city of Washington. This flotilla was 
purposely destroyed on the Patuxent river to prevent its falling in the enemy's hands. He also 
participated in the battle at Bladensburg; and with the fragment of Barney's men assisted in the 
defense of Baltimore, being stationed during the attack in a small battery close to Fort 
Covington, which assisted in driving the enemy back in their attempt to take Fort McHenry in the 
rear. When peace was declared he left the navy and returned to Scant Michaels, where he again 
resumed his old occupation and successfully pursued it for many years. 

(VI) Captain Robert Aulcl Dodson, son of Captain William Dodson, was born November 6, 1808. 
He began the life of a senior when quite young. For severed years he continued in this pursuit for 
his father, who at that time carried on a lucrative business of freight and passenger traffic 
between Scant Michaels and Baltimore. After his father's death he returned to Scant Michaels, 
and there at once lead foundations for larger enterprises and cm increased packet business, 
which continued under his management with great success until 1861. He was present on Pratt 
street in Baltimore during the 19th of April riot, when the Massachusetts troops were assailed 
"by a mob, card for boldly denouncing this act at the time and scene of its occurrence his life was 
threatened by cm excited mob. During the enlistment and drafting of troops for the Civil war he 
was appointed the enrolling officer for the government in Talbot county. He was subsequently 
appointed postmaster of Scant Michaels. In addition to his nautical career, he was cdso largely 
engaged in coed and lumber interests in his native town. In both private and public life he was in 
every way a prominent and influential citizen. He was closely identified with the people of his 
town and county, and few, if any, enterprises for the welfare of his section and people were ever 
entertained without his cooperation and assistance. He married Hester A. R. Keithley. 
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Richard Stearns Dodson 





(VII) Richard S., son of Captain Robert Auld and Hester A. R. (Keithley) Dodson, was born April 
7, 1838, at Wye, Talbot county, Maryland. When about two years of age his parents moved their 
family to Scant Michaels. He became a senior quite early in life on one of his father's vessels, and 
before he was of age he became captain of the schooner William K. Dodson, which his father 
had built especicdly for him. Being ambitious for a wide sphere of activity, he soon gave up 
scaling, secured a clerkship at the Mcdtby House, Baltimore, and commenced his career as a 
hotel manager. About this time he married Maria F. Pfeltz, daughter of Gustav Adolphus and 
Martha Ann Pfeltz, of Baltimore county. After severed years he went to the Fountain Hotel, a 
very popular house in Baltimore at that time, first as manager and subsequently co-proprietor. 
The opening of German street caused the closing of this historical establishment. He then took 
charge of the Herdic House, Williamsport, Pennsylvania, and Minnequa Springs. After two 
years, in 1870, he went to Norfolk, Virginia, where he leased the Atlantic Hotel. Such was his 
success here that "before his lease expired he purchased the hotel, enlarged the building and 
greatlv improved its equipment, making it one of the largest and most thoroughly equipped 
houses in the South. He managed this hotel until the strain of this field of activity forced him to 
resign in favor of his oldest son, Robert A. Dodson. After retiring from his active life he removed 
to Baltimore, where he resided during the remainder of his clays. Mr. Dodson accumulated a 
fortune, not only in reed estate in Norfolk, but cdso large holdings in Baltimore and Talbot 
county. At one time he owned the old Scant Michaels and Miles River Steamboat Company, 
which was operated between Baltimore and Scant Michaels. He was cm active member of the 
First Methodist Episcopcd Church of Baltimore for many years, caid a member of the board of 
stewards of that church and a member of the board of trustees of Goucher College of Baltimore. 
He died at his home on Charles Street Road, March 22. 1897, card was lead to rest in 
Greenmount Cemetery. 
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Mr. Dodson is survived by the following children: Robert Adolphus Dodson, of Norfolk, Virginia 
; Hon. Richard Slicer Dodson, of Saint Michaels, Maryland; William Pfeltz Dodson, of Norfolk, 
Virginia; Henry Clav Dodson, of Norfolk, Virginia: Mrs. Edward L. Robinson, of Baltimore. 
Maryland: Leonidas Berry Dodson, of Norfolk, Virginia; Mrs. A. L. McClellan, of Richmond, 
Virginia; Flora Dodson, of New York City; Herbert Keithley Dodson, of Baltimore, Maryland; 
Mrs. Archibald D. Brown, of Brooklyn, New York. 

The death of Mr. Dodson deprived the city of Baltimore of a man over the record of whose life 
there falls no shadow of wrong, nor suspicion of evil. While in his business career he had passed 
on to a position of wealth and influence, his hand was ever held forth to cud one to whom nature 
or environment had seemed less kindly. His life was, in large measure, an exemplification of his 
belief in the brotherhood of mankind. A more honorable man than Richard S. Dodson never trod 
the streets of Baltimore. "True as steel" is a phrase which aptly describes him, for true, indeed, 
he was true to his friends, true to the loftiest principles, and true to the 
manly nature transmitted to him by a noble-minded ancestry. 

A brother of Richard Stearns Dodson was Robert Auld Dotson (1838 - 1918). He was a doctor 
who lived in St Michaels Maryland. In 1878 a brick home, built around 1800, was sold by 
William Bruff (Volume 86 Page 139) to Robert A and Mary A Dodson (husband and wife) and 
that home remained in the Dodson family for the next 30 years. The house continued to be 
known as the "Dodson House" and is on the National Registry of Historic places and now 
operates as a bed and breakfast in St Michaels, Maryland at the corner of Locust and Cherry. 
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Dodsons of Frederick County Maryland 

Based on extensive research and male DNA testing, it is likely that most of the men found in the 
1700s in Frederick county Maryland were descendants of a Thomas Dodson who lived in 
Vincent Township in Chester county, Pennsylvania. In 1783 Michael Dodson is referenced in a 
Chester county Pennsylvania will of his brother in law, William Evans, as living on "my 
plantation in Frederick County, Maryland known as Pleasant Meadows whereon Michael 
Dodson now lives" . Based on other information, it is believed that the Michael Dodson who 
arrived about 1758 is the same Michael Dodson. His brother Joseph and family came from 
Chester County Pennsylvania to Frederick County about 1765. By the Revolutionary War 
period, there appear to be two Michaels and two Johns, so it is difficult to identify them. The 
descendants of Michael are believed to be the same Dodsons who migrated to Bedford County 
some time after the end of the Revolutionary War. The descendants of Joseph migrated to 
Fayette County, Pennsylvania. More about these families will be discussed in the Dodsons in 
Colonial Pennsylvania. 

Records in Frederick County referencing Dodsons: 

1758 Oct 5 Frederick County Court Papers: Michael Dodson and others to appear in March 
Court 1758 to answer complaint of Capt. Thomas Norris. Each to pay 100 lbs tobacco for use of 

his Co. xxvii 
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1760 February 16 Michael Dotson “by his mark M” witnessed a bill of sale, dated 16 February 
1760 from Samuel Lewis of Pipe Creek Hundred to John Brazilton. xxv " 

1760 Michael Dodson, Former of Frederick County, MD, to appear in June Court regarding note 
payable to Uncle xxvu 

1760 July Michael Doddson, son-in-law of John Evans, was living in Maryland as stated by the 
will of John Evans. 

1775 December Michael Dodson, John Dodson Associators; Oath of allegiance in 1778 John 
Dodson .™ 1 

1776 Revolutionary War: Michael, William and John Dodson are listed in records as 
serving.™ 1 

1776 & 1777 Michael Dodson enlisted in under Captain Jacob Good in Frederick County. Later 
received a Revolutionary War pension in Bedford County, PA. 

1778 February 5 John Dodson - Private; Enlisted 5 February 1778 - discharged 11 June 1778 
1778 March Frederick County Thomas Dodson Oath of Allegiance 
1778 June 13 Frederick County William Dodson Militia Substitute. 

1778 Sep 9 William Dodson appears with the rank of private on a roll of Capt Jonathan Morris' 
Company of the 7th Maryland Regiment Commanded by Col. Jno. Gunby. Roll dated White 
Plains Sep 9, 1778. Engaged to serve 9 month term. In hospital. 

1782 July Frederick County Michael Dodson provided wheat for the military McDonalds 
Addition, pt, 100 acres. 4th District 

1783 Michael Dodson is referenced in will of his brother in law, William Evans 

1783 October 29 Michael Dodson, former soldier of the Maryland Line. Certificate appointing 
William Cambell, Exq. of Annapolis as attorney for sale of land bounty certificate 4671. 

1784 January 7 Frederick County John Dotson married Eliza Stinett 

1784 31 December Frederick County Marriage Mary Dodson to John Brightwell xxvu 

1787 May Frederick County Petition of Beaver Dam Settlement to open original road signed by 
John Dodson. xxvii 

1788 30 May Frederick County William Dodson and others to clarify bounds of Resurvey on 
Locust Neck. 

1789 May 12 Frederick County Marriage Esther Dodson to Robert Farquhar xxvu 

1789 September 1 Frederick County Elijah Dodson married Mary Karr 

1790 Census Frederick County John Dodson, John Dodson, Michael Dodson 

1796 Frederick County, MD - A poll taken at court House in Frederick Town to elect an elector 
for President and Vice President of the United States. George Murdock was running as an elector 
for the Democrat/Republican party and William Dodson voted for him. xxvn 
1799 November 27 Frederick County indentured John Franklin, age 12, son of Thomas Franklin 
to John Dodson, weaver - term 11 years, 11 months. In 1807 and 1808 two other young men 
were indentured to John Dodson. 

Dodsons of Dorchester County Maryland 

1776 List of Inhabitants of Dorchester County, MD, Transquakin Hundred: George 
Dodson - 2 males age 10 or under; 2 females age 10 and under; 1 males 16 to 21; 

1 males 21 to 30; 1 female 21 to 30 ; 1 males 30 to 40; 1 female 30 to 40 and 2 
blacks. 

1783 Dorchester County George Dodson. Middle District Hundred 
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1787 December 8 Dorchester County Joseph Dodson marriage license Mary Hambleton 

1788 April 23 Dorchester County Joseph Dodson marriage license Priscilla Barrett 
1790 Census Dorchester George Dodson and Joseph Dodson 

Dodsons of Kent County Maryland 

1783 Kent County William Dodson. 3 acres. 5th District 
1790 Census Kent County William Dodson 

Dodsons of Anne Arundel County Maryland 

In 1698 John Dodson is listed on a hst of debts in the estate of Richard Hadock in Ann Arundel 
County. 

1713 December 4 Elener DODSON was bur buried St James Parish. xxvn 

1776 Census of St James Parish, Anne Arundel County, MD - Thomas Dodson 

1778 13 February Marriage John Dodson and Eleanor Howard Anne Arundel County, MD 

1784 January 7 Marriage St James Parish, John Dodson and Eliza Stinnett 

Dodsons of Prince Georges County Maryland 

1790 Census John Dodson 

1791 April Court appointed John Dodson as crier 

1793 Apr 17 King George's Parish, Birth of Sarah Smoot Dodson daughter of John & Sarah 
Dodson'"" 

1800 Census John Dodson 

Dodsons of Other Maryland Counties 

1783 Baltimore County Captain Charles Ridgley had a home built in Baltimore County during 
the years of 1783 to 1790. A John Dodson or Dotson worked on this project, and there are 
references of payments being made to him. He is usually referred to as John Dotson. xxvu 
1790 Census Montgomery County John Dodson 
1790 Census Washington County William Dotson 


Early Maryland Dodson Marriages 
From Ancestry.com and other sources 


Name 

Henny Garrett 
Eleanor Howard 
Henry Dodson 
John Dodson 
Ann Fell 

Emiline Hambleton 
Elizabeth Dodson 
Aseanah Beverly 
Hester A. Keithley 
Cynthia A. Nailor 
Margaret Doddson 


Sex 

Female 

Female 

Male 

Male 

Female 

Female 

Female 

Female 

Female 

Female 

Female 


Date of M arriage Spouse 
10 Aug 1819 Henry Dodson 


13 Feb 1778 
10 Aug 1819 
13 Feb 1778 
10 Aug 1835 
12 Jan 1833 
2 Apr 1816 
22 Apr 1837 

24 J an 1833 

25 Aug 1839 
27 Dec 1842 


John Dodson 
Henny Garrett 


County 
Anne Arundel 
Anne Arundel 
Anne Arundel 


Eleanor HowardAnne Arundel 
Samuel Dodson Baltimore 
William B. Dodson Baltimore 
Thomas HooperBaltimore 
William Dotson Baltimore 
Robert A. Dodson Baltimore 
William Dodson Baltimore 
Joseph Carter Baltimore 
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Henrietta Waugh Female 28 Sep 1841 James B. Dodson Baltimore 

Sarah A. Dodson Female 3 May 1849 James L. Jones Baltimore 

Samuel Dodson Male 10Aug 1835 Ann Fell Baltimore 

Samuel Doddson Male 11 Aug 1835 Ann Fell Baltimore 

William B. Dodson Male 12Jan 1833 Emiline Hambleton Baltimore 

William B. Dodson Male 13Jan 1833 Emeline Hambleton Baltimore 

Thomas Hooper Male 2 Apr 1816 Elizabeth Dodson Baltimore 

William Dotson Male 22 Apr 1837 Aseanah Beverly Baltimore 

Robert A. Dodson Male 24 Jan 1833 Hester A. Keithley Baltimore 

William Dodson Male 25 Aug 1839 Cynthia A. Nailor Baltimore 

Joseph Carter Male 27 Dec 1842 Margaret Doddson Baltimore 

James B. Dodson Male 28 Sep 1841 Henrietta Waugh Baltimore 

James L. Jones Male 3 May 1849 Sarah A. Dodson Baltimore 

Catherine Dodson Female 18 Apr 1810 Nathan VansantCecil 

Nathan Vansant Male 18 Apr 1810 Catherine Dodson Cecil 

Esther Dodson Female 11 Jun 1811 Thomas F. Hill Dorchester 

Priscilla Barnett Female 23 Apr 1798 Joseph Dodson Dorchester 

M ary Hambleton Female 8 Dec 1787 Joseph Dodson Dorchester 

Thomas F. Hill Male 11 Jun 1811 Esther Dodson Dorchester 

Joseph Dodson Male 23 Apr 1798 Priscilla Barnett Dorchester 

Joseph Dodson Male 8 Dec 1787 Mary Hambleton Dorchester 

Esther Dodson Female 12 May 1789 Robert Farquhar Frederick 

Elizabeth Dotson Female 17 Jan 1787 Nicholas Justice Frederick 
M ary Dodson Female 31 Dec 1784 John Brightwell Frederick 

Robert Farquhar Male 12 May 1789 Esther Dodson Frederick 

Nicholas Justice Male 17 Jan 1787 Elizabeth Dotson Frederick 

John Brightwell Male 31 Dec 1784 Mary Dodson Frederick 

Elizabeth Dodson Female 12 Feb 1828 Samuel McHerd Kent 

Elizabeth Hall Female 5 Apr 1832 Isaac Dodson Kent 

Hannah Dodson Female 7 Aug 1799 William Newcomb Kent 

Samuel McHerd Male 12 Feb 1828 Elizabeth Dodson Kent 

Isaac Dodson Male 5 Apr 1832 Elizabeth Hall Kent 

William Newcomb Male 7 Aug 1799 Hannah Dodson Kent 

Rachel Darnall Female 10 Sep 1803 John, Jr. Dodson Prince George's 

Elizabeth Dodson Female 2 Jul 1803 Samuel Dodson Prince George's 

Sarah Dodson Female 20 Dec 1826 James Draine Prince George's 

Lucinda Boteler Female 24 Dec 1836 Jno. H. Dodson Prince George's 

Ann Dodson Female 24 Oct 1822 Henry Fulks Prince George's 

Sarah Ann Dodson Female 25 Nov 1837 Benjamin Atwell Prince George's 

Joana Diggs Female 7 Feb 1822 John Dodson Prince George's 

Rebecca Duvall Female 9 Mar 1803 Robert Dodson Prince George's 

John, Jr. Dodson Male 10 Sep 1803 Rachel Darnall Prince George's 

Samuel Dodson Male 2 Jul 1803 Elizabeth Dodson Prince George's 

James Draine Male 20 Dec 1826 Sarah Dodson Prince George's 

Jno. H. Dodson Male 24 Dec 1836 Lucinda Boteler Prince George's 

Henry Fulks Male 24 Oct 1822 Ann Dodson Prince George's 

Benjamin Atwell Male 25 Nov 1837 Sarah Ann Dodson Prince George's 
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John Dodson Male 7 Feb 1822 Joana Diggs Prince George's 

Robert Dodson Male 9 Mar 1803 Rebecca Duvall Prince George's 

Sarah Dodson Female 10 Aug 1805 William RobertsTalbot 

Susan Lambdin Female 12 Feb 1824 Robert, Jr. DodsonTalbot 

Julie Ann Dodson Female 15 Mar 1832 Hugh S. Wrightson Talbot 

Deborah Delinda DodsonFemale 16 Dec 1817 John Harrison Thompson Talbot 
MaryBrumell Female 18 Aug 1727 Robert Dodson Talbot 

Mary Dodson Female 18 Oct 1746 CharlesGorsuch Talbot 

Eliza Dodson Female 2 Dec 1745 Henry Harding Talbot 

Elizabeth Thompson Female 2 Nov 1805 James Dodson Talbot 

Eleanor J. Jefferson Female 20 Jan 1846 Leonidas Dodson Talbot 
Sarah FI. Dodson Female 22 Nov 1836 David,Jr. FairbankTalbot 

Susannah Dodson Female 24 Apr 1728 William Clark Talbot 

Elizabeth Dodson Female 26 J an 1831 Rigby Hopkins Talbot 

Elizabeth Dodson Female 27 Dec 1831 Walter Sparks Talbot 

Amelia Brown Female 27 Oct 1807 William DodsonTalbot 

Louisajones Female 29 J an 1828 Edward DodsonTalbot 

Elizabeth Hatton Female 29 Oct 1813 Robert Dodson Talbot 

Elizabeth Dodson Female 3 Jul 1816 Terance Duavis Talbot 

William Roberts Male 10Aug 1805 Sarah Dodson Talbot 

Robert,Jr. Dodson Male 12 Feb 1824 Susan Lambdin Talbot 

Hugh S. Wrightson Male 15 Mar 1832 Julie Ann Dodson Talbot 

John FlarrisonThompsonM ale 16 Dec 1817 Deborah Delinda Dodson Talbot 
Robert Dodson Male 18 Aug 1727 MaryBrumell Talbot 

Charles Gorsuch Male 18 Oct 1746 Mary Dodson Talbot 

Henry Harding Male 2 Dec 1745 Eliza Dodson Talbot 

James Dodson Male 2 Nov 1805 Elizabeth Thompson Talbot 

Leonidas Dodson Male 20 Jan 1846 Eleanor J. Jefferson Talbot 

David,Jr. Fairbank Male 22 Nov 1836 Sarah FI. Dodson Talbot 

William Clark Male 24 Apr 1728 Susannah Dodson Talbot 

Rigby Hopkins Male 26Jan 1831 Elizabeth Dodson Talbot 

Walter Sparks Male 27 Dec 1831 Elizabeth Dodson Talbot 

William Dodson Male 27Oct 1807 Amelia Brown Talbot 

Edward Dodson Male 29 J an 1828 Louisajones Talbot 

Robert Dodson Male 29 Oct 1813 Elizabeth Hatton Talbot 

Terance Duavis Male 3 J ul 1816 Elizabeth Dodson Talbot 
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Colonial Dodsons in Eastern Pennsylvania 


Although it has been repeated many times that the early Dodsons of Pennsylvania can be traced 
to one of three of the children of a Daniel and Susanna Dodgson of Knaresborough, Yorkshire, 
England, this information is incorrect. 

Reverend Thompson P Ege wrote in 1907 that John, Thomas and Mary Dodson were Quakers 
who came from England to Burlington New Jersey in 1677, and that John was the progenitor of 
the Pennsylvania line. He first published this information in 1908 in “Dodson Genealogy 1600 - 
1907". xxv " That they were children of Daniel and Susannah is correct, but his report about the 
children coming to America has been proven wrong by recent research. xxvu 

Ege's book can still be obtained, but caution must be used since his information about the origins 
of the Maryland and Pennsylvania Dodsons is incorrect. 

Chester County Pennsylvania Dodson Line 



In 1726 a John Dodson witnessed the will of Toby Leech of Cheltenham township in 
Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania. John Dodson would have been of legal age, but nothing 
suggests his exact age. There is nothing that ties this John Dodson to any earlier or later 
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Pennsylvania Dodson lines. There is one earlier mention of a John Dodson in a 1715 will of 
John Hanes in Darby township in Chester County, Pennsylvania.™ 1 John is referred to as a 
friend. This could be simply a friend or a designation as a Quaker. Again, nothing to tie this 
John to later Dodsons. 

There is a record that Thomas Dodson married a Mary Prigg April 14, 1718 at the First 
Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Although Ege said that Thomas was the son 
of a John Dodson, he supplied no documentation. Ege did not cite many of his sources, but he 
said that Thomas settled in Chester County, Vincent Township, Pennsylvania in 1723, having 
purchased land from the Franklins, and that Thomas was showing on a 1729 tax list as a 
landowner. These records have not been found, but in 1730 a Thomas Dotson is showing in the 
Vincent Township, Chester County Tax list, and on December 3. 1731, Thomas Dodson is living 
on French Creek when three of his children were baptized by Rev John Caspar Stoever. Those 
children were Hannah, William and Richard, so their relationships are documented as children of 
Thomas Dodson who is listed as their father. 

Ege claims thirteen children were born between 1717 and 1740 to Thomas and Mary Prigg 
Dodson - Jane, John, Michael, Thomas, Anne, Hannah, William, Richard, James, Mary, Joseph, 
Samuel and Esther. The three children baptized in Chester county on French Creek in 1731 - 
Richard, Hannah and John William - can be documented as children of a Thomas Dodson. Their 
mother is not listed in the baptismal records. Jane who died in 1718 is documented as the 
daughter of Thomas and Mary Dodson. There is circumstantial evidence, including male DNA 
tests, that the others are likely children, but documentation is lacking. 

1746 May 26 Thomas Dodson applied for 100 acres of land in Chester County. 

By the Proprietaries 

Whereas by virtue of a Warrant under the Lesser Seal of our Province bearing date the 12th Day of March in 
the year 1734, the quantity of one hundred acres of Land, situate near French Creek in the County of Chester, 
was granted unto John Evan of this County. Under certain conditions in the said warrant mentioned which 
conditions not having been completed with by the said John Evan, the said warrant is become utterly void and 
Thomas Dodson of the said County having requested that we would grant him the said Land and agreed to pay 
to our Use the Conservation Money which ought to have been paid by the said John Evan for the same. These 
are therefore to authorize and require You to Survey or cause to be surveyed unto the said Thomas Dodson the 
said quantity of One hundred Acres of Land and make Return thereof into our Secretary's Office for the use 
and behalf of the said Thomas Dodson in order for further Confirmation, and in so doing this shall be your 
sufficient Warrant given unto my hand and Seal of the Land Office by virtue of certain powers from the said 
proprietaries, at Philadelphia this Twenty sixth Day of May Anno Domini 1746. 

Signature unreadable. 

William Parsons Surveyor General 

1746 Thomas Dodson, Chester County, Pennsylvania is on a petition as an Insolvent Debtor. 
1755 January 14 Thomas Dodson made an agreement with John Davis respecting the sale of land 
and "received the full payment" for land in Coventry Township in Chester County. 

1755 April 25 Survey was completed for land in Coventry Township 
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above Described Tracts of Land was surveyed to Thomas Dodson SttuaM. irr 
Me Township of Coventry adjoining Cailovt-hill Man nor Containing rif fi¬ 
bres beside allowance of 6 PC* 

Tne uesser Oivision was Surveyed m pursuance of an Order from v/^ 

Parsers SurOenJ of Equal Dare wrtn the Above warrant to purvey its os in parr 
of james £ldnges v/arront for Soo as adjacent to the other Tract it cento, it 
o: tesos quart a nee 

Certified This 2J~of April n}5 

1758 Thomas Dodson - personal property tax list in East Nantmeal township in Chester County. 

Possible Children of Thomas Dodson 

Jane Dodson. Ege reported Jane as a first-born daughter of Thomas and Mary Prigg Dodson, 

born about 17 January 1717/18 and died 25 January 1718 in Cheltenham Township of 
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Philadelphia. There is a record of her death in the Christ Church Records, and her parents are 
listed as Thomas and Mary Dodson 

John Dodson is the next child claimed to be a son of Thomas and Mary. It is said that John was 
born in 1720 in Chester County, PA. If he is the same John who died in Luzerne County in 1818 
"aged 97 years and 11 months", then the 1720 birth date would appear to be correct. It’s clear 
from several records that there was a John Dodson living in Chester County who would have 
been of the age to be a son born of these parents. However, there is nothing that fully documents 
the relationship. 

Ege states that John had a license in January 1745, to marry Mary Eleanor Evans, of Wales, 
granted by the Court of Chester County. Ege may have seen such a record, but records of the 
marriage license application for John Dodson in Pennsylvania do not name bride nor the county. 
However, there are three Chester county wills of the Evans family which document the wife of 
John Dodson as Eleanor Evans - the wills of her father, John Evan, her mother Ann and her 
brother William. It is possible that the John Evan is the same as the one who first claimed the 
land that Thomas Dodson later claimed in 1746. John Dodson appears to have spent most of his 
life in Chester County, probably in Vincent or East Nantmeal Townships. 

1756 John Dodson Vincent Township Chester County Tax List 
1760 John Dodson Vincent Township Chester County Tax List 

1764 John Dodson 60 acres of land with buildings and 20 acres of woodland. 

1765 John Dodson Township Chester County Tax List 

1768 An article relating to foreclosure of a neighbor's land tells us that the land, owned by 
Myrick Davis, is: 40 acres, bounded by lands of John David, Taylor, John Dodson, and 
Joseph Eddy (near Yellow Springs Baptist Cemetery) 

1770 John Dodson Township Chester County Tax List - Landowner 

1774 John Dodson was a landowner in Chester County along with a William Evans, 
probably his brother-in-law. 

1776 Richard, Thomas, James and John Dodson in the Plymouth District in what was later 
Luzerne County PA 

1777 Ege says John Dodson went to Salem Township in Luzerne County, but was driven out 
by Indians. Returned there later with sons where they all made homes. 

1786 Dodson John Sr. East Nantmeal - Gone from Tax list 
1786 Dodson John Jr. East Nantmeal - Gone from Tax list 
1789 John Dodson is showing in East Nantmeal Twp Chester County, PA 

Some have said that about 1797 or 1798, John (and Thomas Dodson) removed with their families 
to the adjoining township of Huntington, Luzerne county, and there John Dodson died March 10, 
1818, aged ninety-seven years and eleven months with his remains being buried in the "Goss” 
graveyard, at Harveyville, Huntington township 
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The Susquehanna Democrat Newspaper of Luzerne County PA reported on 20 March 1818 that 
John Dodson died "In Huntington on the 8th March last Mr. John Dodson, aged 97 years and 11 
months." 



Descendants of Richard and Samuel Dodson also moved to Luzerne County into Salem and 
Huntington Townships. There are several write-ups about John, son of Samuel, one of which 
states, “John Dodson was born in Northampton county, Pa., February 26, 1771, and located in 
Huntington (township in Luzerne County) in 1796. He was the first Pennsylvanian who settled in 
this township”. 

Michael Dodson is said to be a son of Thomas and Mary Prigg Dodson. Although Ege has said 
that he confirmed the parents from the baptismal record in Philadelphia, Christ Church, the 
record found only shows a Michal Dodson baptized 29 July 1722 with no date of birth nor the 
surnames of the parents recorded. Michael's wife's name, Ann Evans, is obtained from the three 
wills for her father, mother and brother. These also establish her relationship as sister to Eleanor 
Evans, wife of John Dodson. 

In 1717 a Samuel Nutt established an iron forge in Chester County, and a second forge at the 
confluence of the north and south branches of French Creek. It is said that this Samuel Nutt, a 
settler from Coventry, Warwickshire, England, named the township Coventry. A Michael 
Dodson is referenced in an entry in the day book of Coventry forge in Chester County: "April 
24th. 1752, Carried a letter to George Taylor from Anna Nutt and Robert Grace to discharge the 
sd Geo. Taylor as manager for the sd Nutt and Grace as their manager at Coventry Forge and 
the sd Taylor took the letter from me and said he would write an answer as soon as he had time 
to do so. (Signed) Michael X Dodson. Witness, Jno. Hunt.” 

Michael is found in the 1750 and 1753 tax lists for Vincent Township, Chester County, but we 
know he moved to Frederick County, Maryland sometime between 1753 and 1757. Frederick 
County, Maryland was formed in 1748 with land taken from Prince George's County; in 1776 it 
then became the parent to Montgomery and Washington Counties. Frederick County Maryland 
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Court Papers, October 1757: Michael Dodson and others to appear in March Court 1758 to 
answer complaint of Capt. Thomas Norris. Michael Dotson witnessed a bill of sale dated 16 
February 1760 from Samuel Lewis of Pipe Creek Hundred to John Brazilton. Family records 
show that John Braselton married in Fredrick County Maryland and settled about 10 miles east 
of Frederick Town on Pipe Creek, and this is believed to be the same area where Michael 
Dodson lived. In July 1760, Michael Doddson was living in Maryland as stated by the will of 
John Evans where he is referenced as son-in-law. In July of 1782 there is a record in Frederick 
County of a wheat certificate issued to a Michael Dodson. By this date there are two other 
Michael Dodsons in Maryland who would be adults, one born in 1751 and the other born in 
1759, so it's not clear as to which Michael is referenced. 

In June of 1783 Michael, formerly of Chester County, Pennsylvania is still living in Frederick 
county Maryland, according to the will of William Evans, brother-in-law of Michael, when 
William references "my plantation in Frederick County, Maryland known as Pleasant Meadows 
whereon Michael Dodson now lives". No record has been found for the death of Michael or Ann 
Evans Dodson. There is a Michael Dodson in the 1790 census of Frederick County Maryland 
with two males over age 16, but it's not clear which of the three Michaels this would be. 

Thomas Dodson is said to be another son of Thomas and Mary Prigg Dodson but very little is 
documented about him or his family in Pennsylvania. There is a record of land for 100 acres in 
Chester County, PA 26 May 1746, but this most likely references his father. Ege reports, with no 
documentation, Thomas Dodson, son of Thomas and Mary Prigg Dodson, was born in 1732, in 
Chester County, Pa. After reaching manhood and probable marriage he settled for a time in 
what is now Lehigh County, and finally, in the latter part of 1700, settled in the western part of 
the State on a farm near Warrior's Mark, in Huntingdon County. Of his wife and family no data 
has been obtained except the name and descendants of one son, Richard. 

There is a Thomas Dodson who appears in a record in Frederick County, Virginia in 1749, along 
with several others who had migrated from Chester County, Pennsylvania. He appears on the tax 
list the following year. If there was a son of Thomas and Mary Prigg Dodson named Thomas, 
this Thomas in Virginia appears to be the person most likely to be the son of Thomas Dodson. 
Recent male DNA testing has shown that the descendants of a Richard Dotson, bom 1752 in the 
area of Virginia where Thomas lived, is matching descendants of Thomas Dodson of Chester 
County, Pennsylvania. Thomas Dodson is listed in Frederick and then Shenandoah County 
records for several years. There is also another Thomas Dodson, Revolutionary War soldier, in 
Shenandoah County who enlisted in Chester County, Pennsylvania, but his date of birth is 1748, 
which makes him unlikely to be the son of Thomas and Mary Prigg Dodson. Also, the male 
DNA testing of his descendants does not match with the known descendants of Thomas and 
Mary Prigg Dodson. There are several Thomas Dodsons who had Pennsylvania connections, so 
it is very difficult to be certain. 

Some have claimed a Richard Adams Dodson as a son of Thomas and grandson of Thomas and 
Mary Prigg Dodson, but with no conclusive documentation. Others believe that the Richard 
Dotson born 1752 in Frederick county, Virginia, is the correct grandson. DNA testing has shown 
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a connection for descendants of the Richard born in 1752 to other descendants of Thomas 
Dodson of Chester county, Pennsylvania. 

Ann Dodson is said to have been born about 1725 in Chester County, Pennsylvania and to have 
died October 1790 in Frederick County, Maryland. She is said to have married a Joseph 
Burneston who appears on the tax list of Coventry township, Chester County in 1753. On July 
11, 1746 Joseph Burneston age 24, a shoemaker, born in Ireland enlisted in the company of 
Captain John Deimer in Pennsylvania. Joseph Burneston wrote a will on February 12, 1774 in 
Frederick County Maryland. He named his wife Ann Burneston. He names son William, Sarah 
(wife of John Haggerty), Thomas, Mary (wife of Henry Barton), Anna, Ann, Rebecca, Elizabeth, 
Joseph and Isaac. His wife and son William were to be executors. There is a suggestion of 
relationships in a family write-up: "Mrs. Dodson, the great-great-grandmother of Chas. J. Baker, 
was born in Pennsylvania, Jan. 24, 1699 (this is supposedly referencing Mary Prigg Dodson). 
Pier daughter Ann was married to Joseph Barneston, of Frederick County, Md., and their 
daughter Anna was born Oct. 28, 1757, and married William Baker, the grandfather of Charles 
J. Baker ." 

Baptismal records show Hannah Dodson was born 7 Dec 1727 in Chester County, Pennsylvania 
and baptized 23 December 1731. Her father is listed as Thomas Dodson. She married a William 
Richard Templin in Chester County in 1756. There is a record of her burial at St. Mary's 
Episcopal Church Cemetery in Warwick, Chester County, Pennsylvania showing her birth date 
as December 7, 1727 and her death date as July 23, 1805. This family may have lived in both 
Berks County, where some children were born, and also in Chester County. When William 
Richard Templin wrote his will in 1810, he was living in East Nantmeal Township in Chester 
county, Pennsylvania. He named his sons Thomas, Richard, Samuel, William, Isaac and John, 
and his daughters Rebecca Roberts and Hannah Ross. His will was proved in 1810, with some 
specific personal property to his son, John Templin, his desk, clock, cape, his black horse, his 
cupboard that stands in the front room and his stove that stands in the back room and the 
Franklin stoves that stand in the front room upstairs and the bed and bedding and bedstead that 
stands in the room upstairs and my two fowling guns. To his granddaughter Rebecca Templin he 
gave three pair of blankets & two coverlet & two pieces of plan linen & two pieces of table linen. 

William Dodson was born August 1720 and baptized 23 December 1731 along with his siblings, 
Richard and Hannah in the French Creek community in Chester County, Pennsylvania. His 
father is listed as Thomas, but no further records have been found for William or for his 
descendants. William Dodson might be the one who on May 22, 1756 who enlisted from Chester 
County Pennsylvania and is showing in the roll of Captain Mercer's Company. This William was 
a carpenter. But on August 2 1756 he is listed as age 22; which would made him been born about 
1733. If transcribed as 22 when it should have been 27, then it would make him born about 1729. 
There is a William Dodson later in the Washington County Maryland census of 1790, but it is 
unknown if same. It is possible that some of the unconnected Dodsons might belong to this line. 

Richard Dodson was the ancestor of Thompson P Ege and this information comes from his 
book: 
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Richard Dodson, fourth son of Thomas and Mary Prigg Dodson, was born in Chester 
County, Pa., June 26, 1731, and with a brother and sister, William and Hannah, were 
baptized at the same time, December 3, 1731, by Rev. John Caspar Stoever, Jr., an early 
Lutheran missionary, who ministered to the scattered people of the severed counties in the 
eastern part of the State. This reference of birth and baptism dates was recently found by the 
author in a record of baptisms and marriages, as written by Rev. John Casper Stoever, and 
recently translated from the German (1896) by Rev. J. F. J. Schantz, D. D., of Myerstown, 
Pa. Said record book is now preserved in the Pennsylvania Historical Society Library in 
Philadelphia. 

James Dodson, according to Ege was born about 1734 in Chester County PA. There is a tax 
listing for a James in 1750 and 1751 in Vincent Township Chester County PA. A James Dodson 
was in the 6th Battalion of Northumberland County Pennsylvania from 16 November 1780 to 4 
January 1781 and also 26 September 1781 to 12 November 1781. A James Dotzen is listed as 
discharged 1783/1784 from Northampton County militia. It is not known if this is the same 
James Dodson. It seems more likely that this James was son of John and Eleanor Evans Dodson. 
No records of his descendants. Ege wrote, with no documentation, According to the memories 
and traditions of family members, James and Joseph went to KY soon after or about the close of 
the Revolution. 

Mary Dodson is said to be the next child in this line. It is believed that she was born about 1736 
in Chester County, Pennsylvania and that she married Giles Parmen (Parman, Permin) about 
1755. It is said that they migrated to Northampton County, Pennsylvania where she died about 
1778. It is also said that they had a son Giles Franklyn Parman born about 1758 who lived in 
Luzerne County, Pennsylvania and who died in Kentucky. This information is from family 
history provided by a descendant, Guy Parman, of Greene County, Tennessee. 

Joseph Dodson born about 1737 is the next child, but no documented information to prove his 
relationship to Thomas and Mary Prigg Dodson. He shows in the 1765 tax list for Chester 
County, but shows in Coventry Township tax list in 1769 as absconded. We find a Joseph 
Dodson in Frederick County Maryland about this time, married to a Catherine Plain who was 
from Chester County, and they are living near Michael Dodson. Joseph and his family later 
migrated to Fayette County, PA. Based on names and locations, it's possible that this Joseph is 
the son of Thomas and Mary Prigg Dodson. Ege wrote: According to the memories and 
traditions of family members, James and Joseph went to KY soon after or about the close of the 
Revolution. 

Samuel Dodson was born 6 May 1738 and quite a bit of information has been written about him 
and his family. Church records for this family are found in The Moravian Church Records of 
Gnadenhiitten, Pennsylvania. There are several accounts about the family and the capture of 
Samuel's daughter Abigail. This is one: 

In 1775, Benjamin Gilbert came to the valley of the Mahoning in Penn township, 
Northampton county, five or six miles from Fort Allen - now in Mahoning township, Carbon 
county. The family of Samuel Dodson came to the vedley about the same time. They settled 
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about a mile from the Gilberts, on a farm near Pleasant Corner. Samuel was a native of 
Chester County, where he was married, and where his children were born. Abigail, when 
fourteen years of age, was sent by her father to the mill of Benjamin Gilbert, on the 
Mahoning Creek. Early on the morning of the 25th of April, 1780, she was captured with the 
Gilbert family by the Indians. Abigail Dodson was given to one of the families of the Cayuga 
nation, and was finally surrendered to her relatives at a place now known as the city of 
Detroit, Michigan, after having been in captivity about three years. The family of Dodsons 
remained upon their plantation, and did not, like many others, abandon their settlement. 
Samuel Dodson died in 1795, and was buried in the Lizard Creek Valley. Soon thereafter 
most of his family removed to Shamokin, later going to Huntington township, Luzerne 
county, where their descendants are numerous. His children were John, Thomas, Samuel, 
Joseph, Hannah, Elizabeth, Polly, Abigail, and Sally. John, the eldest son, after the death of 
his father, took the management of the farm, and in 1797 sold it, and the family all moved to 
Shamokin. The children of Samuel had all reached maturity, and severed of them were 
married and settled on the homestead farm in Mahoning Valley. Joseph was married before 
the death of the father; and Isaac T. Dodson, so well known to old citizens of the county of 
Carbon, was born on the homestead farm in 1796. His father, Joseph, moved with the rest of 
the family to Shamokin. After a few years most of the family of Samuel removed to 
Huntington township, Luzerne Co., where their descendants are numerous 1 "" 

Esther Dodson said to be the last child of Thomas and Mary Prigg and born around 1740 in 
Pennsylvania. Nothing is known of her or her descendants. 

In 1793 Mary Dodson, widow of Thomas Dodson, brought court action against Thomas Davis 
regarding the land of 1746. It's not clear if this is the Mary Prigg who married Thomas Dodson 
in 1718, or another wife named Mary who was Thomas' widow. 

From: Reports of cases adjudged in the Supreme court of Pennsylvania 1794 xxvn 

Mary Dodson against Thomas Davis. Widow not entitled to dower of lands held under 
warrant, and sold by her husband in 1775. (Note: date probably should read 1755) Dower 
of lands in Coventry township, Chester county. Plea ne unques seisie que dower. 

The action was tried before M'Kean, C. J. and Teates, J. at West Chester, May assizes 1794, 
when the following facts appeared in evidence. Thomas Dodson, husband of the demandant, 
settled on the lands in question, and improved the same severed years without an office title. 
On the 26th May 1746, he paid 5 pounds, into the receiver genered's office, and obtained a 
warrant for 100 acres of land, and cdso an order of like date from William Parsons, 
surveyor general, to have a survey made. On the 14th January of 1755, Thomas Dodson 
entered into an agreement with John Davis, under whom the tenant claims, respecting the 
sale of the land, in consideration of 152 pounds. 10s., and afterwards received the full 
amount thereof. 

On the 25th April 1755, a survey of 128 acres and 70 acres of land were made, which was 
not returned into the surveyor general's office on the 27th March 1788. John Davis, in the 
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same month, paid 36 pounds, 14 shillings 6 d., the residue of the purchase money, into the 
office of the receiver geneml, and on the 27th April 1790, a patent issued to his son, Thomas 
Davis 

On the tried it was agreed that a verdict should be entered for the demandant, with six pence 
damages and six pence costs, subject to the court's opinion on the point reserx’ed, whether 
the send John Davis had such an estate in the premises as would entitle the demandant to 
dower. Messrs. T. Ross for the demandant and Tilghman for the tenant, submitted the 
question to the decision of the court, without arguing the same. Per curium. Dower must be 
of a leged estate in the husband. The right which John Davis had to these lands in 1755 
cannot be deemed such. Under the customs and established practice of the country, lands 
warranted and even surveyed, were considered at that early period and afterwards as 
chattel interests, and sold as such in the course of administration. This doctrine has been 
established in a variety of cases, and particularly in Duncan's lessee v. Wcdker, in January 
term 1793. Judgment therefore must be entered for the tenant. 

Richard and Samuel Dodson Moved from Chester to Northampton County 
and Descendants to Luzerne County in Pennsylvania 

Richard and Samuel Dodson, said to be sons of Thomas and Mary Prigg Dodson, appear to be 
brothers, and both were probably born in Chester County, Pennsylvania. The baptism on 3 
December 1731 of Richard Dodson is recorded along with his date of birth 26 Jun 1731. 
Sponsors at the baptism were Peter Richter and Richard's parents. His mother is not named, but 
his father is named Thomas. Although there is no confirmation of the relationship of Samuel to 
Richard, they married sisters and traveled together to the same areas, so their relationship was 
close. It has been said that Samuel was born about 7 years after Richard. 

Other than Richard's baptism, there is no further record of Richard in Chester County, 
Pennsylvania. Richard doesn't appear on any tax lists found for Chester County, but Samuel 
shows on one tax listing in 1764. 

In months of March and April 1758, a muster roll of men who enlisted for three years in the 
company commanded by Captain John Weatherholt, stationed in Heyldelburg township, 
Northampton County, shows a Richard Dadson age 25, born in Pennsylvania with an enlistment 
date of 28 November 1757. In January 1760 there is a record of a Richard Dodson in Captain 
Wetherholdt’s Company serving at Ft Bedford under Lt. Colonel Joseph Shippen. 

Samuel and Richard may have acquired land in Northampton County before they settled there in 
what became Penn Township. The area where they settled is now Carbon County , Pennsylvania. 
These brothers who married sisters were the first and probably the only pioneer Dodsons who 
settled in this area. From a write-up about this area of Northampton County: "In the year 1762 
there were but thirty-three persons in the territory then embracing what, in 1768, became 
Towamensing and Penn townships." 
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John and Judith Rhodes were parents to Susannah Rhodes said to be born 8 February 1740/41 
and Elizabeth Rhodes born 11 January 1744/45. Richard Dodson married Susannah Rhodes, but 
the date and location of the marriage is unknown; Samuel Dodson married Elizabeth Rhodes, but 
again, the date of marriage and location is unknown. 

Thompson P Ege published "Dodson Genealogy 1600 to 1907" in 1908. He, his wife and his 
son-in-law were descendants of Richard Dodson. Portions of his writings about Richard: 

Richard removed about the time or soon after his marriage to Penn Township, Northampton 
County, Pa., where he purchased and owned land near some other brothers and members of the 
Rhodes family, relatives of his wife, Susannah Rhodes, granddaughter of John Rhodes, of 
Derbyshire, England, who came to Pennsylvania in 1682 . . . During the war of the Revolution, 
Richard Dodson raised a company of militia in Penn Township, Northampton County, Pa., of 
which he was commissioned as captain, May 22nd, 1775. (Penna. Archives, 2nd Series, Vo'l. 
XIV. Page 555.) About 1780 he removed from Northampton County to Salem Township (Beach 
Haven), Luzerne County, Pa., and by warrant took up two hundred acres of land, fronting on the 
Susquehanna River. There he built his home of hewn logs from the forest, and began to farm 
anew. Among his first troubles incident to his new home were those of disputed boundaries and 
claims between the Connecticut and Pennsylvania settlers, which were fincdly settled by the 
Colonial Assembly surveying and defining boundaries and giving each landholder a river 
frontage of a thousand feet, and so running back from the same. 'Indian redds were frequent, and 
their depredations were severe. In one of these raids their oldest son, John, of about eighteen 
years, was killed. He was buried on the Beach Haven farm, near the river. In the late fall of 
1784, in another Indian incursion, they were driven from their home and their house was burned, 
with cdl its contents, family records, deeds and papers. The father was breaking up some new 
ground for spring planting, some distance from the house. The mother noticed a skulking Indian 
near. She at once sent one of the young children to warn the father. He sent the child back to 
have the mother send the children one by one to the spring, as if to get water, and last of cdl, she 
herself followed with infant in arms. (Scad infant became the grandmother of the author.) 
Meanwhile the father hid his horses in a thicket of bushes, joined them and hastened to their boat 
cd the river, wherein to make their escape. When about the middle of the river they saw their 
home inflames, the Indians dancing around it, and hurling feather beds in the cur. They crossed 
to Wapwcdlopen, where they found such shelter as best they could, and with but their scanty 
clothing for a protection, passed the night. In the morning the father ventured back, found his 
horses, and recrossing the river with them, began their refuge journey through the Wapwcdlopen 
Gap, and over the mountains to relatives and friends in Northampton County. From the 
hardships and exposure of the war and the recent toil and experience of loss and journey 
Richard sickened and died in the next year. The mother was left with quite a family of young 
children. These were compelled to find homes with friends and strangers. The widow's mean 
dependence being her oldest son, Joseph, then about nineteen years of age, who became the 
practiced head of the family, and with whom the mother made her home, surviving her husband 
until 1815. As soon as they could, when Joseph became of age, they returned to Salem Township 
and took up their claim. They found other claimants for it, and a dispute between two such for its 
unlawful possession. The court fincdly awarded it to one "Lockhard” on condition of his paying 
the widow Dodson's claim, a large portion of which land is still in the Lockhard possession 
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(Case of Lockhard vs. Kuhn and Kern (Bound Mss. Proprietaries, Pg. 579) July, 1790). Joseph 
then finally took up a large tract of eight hundred acres in Union Township, Luzerne County, 
about 1796, having then married. 

The following is from a write-up about the Mahoning Township of Northampton County 

The family of Samuel Dodson came to the valley about the same time the Gilberts came in. 
They settled about a mile distant, on a farm now owned by David D. Kistler, near Pleasant 
Corner. He (Samuel) was a native of Chester County, where he was married, and where his 
children were born. 

Northampton County Records of Richard and Samuel Dodson - from 1766 to 1795 

17 December 1766 there is a record of a warrant for Samuel Dodson for 72 acres in 
Northampton County; name of tract was Galicia. 

12 June 1767, there is a land record for Samuel Dodson in the Pennsylvania Archives, Third 
Series, Vol. 26 in Northampton County, Pennsylvania - appears to be same 72 acres as listed 
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1769 Land records in Northampton County recorded for both Richard and Samuel 
Dodson and also for John Rhoads, father in law to both Richard and Samuel. 

1769 April 3 John Rhoads Senior - About 7 miles up a Creek called Rob't Peters Creek that 
empties into ye East Branch of Susqu'a about 17 miles above Shamokin. 

1769 April 3 Rich'd Dodson 200 acres - On the East side of the East Branch of Susqu'a 
opposite the mouth of Rob't Peters Creek adjoin'g Jno Rhoads tract. 
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1769 April 3 Samuel Dodson - (9n //?e Cc/.v/ side of the (of the) East Branch of Susau'a about 7 
miles below Nesopeck at the mouth of a small Creek called Wecoghehueck. _ 


1770 March 5 Penn Twp Northampton County George Gilbert Tax Collector: 
Doudson Samuel 4 acres of clear land, 46 acres of wood land, tax £0-0-11 

Doudson Richard poor 
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1772 PennsylvaniaArchives, Third Series, Volume XIX 

Doutchon Richard poor 
Doutchon Samueal Labr., tax £0-6-0 

1773 October 6 Elisabeth Rhoads, born Jan. 11, 1745,wife of Samuel Dodson. She had been a 
Quaker, baptized by Edward Thorp 

1773 Penn Township Dodson Richard 1 cattle, tax £0-0-6 

1775 May 22 Richard Dodson raised a company of militia in Penn Township, Northampton 
County, Pa., of which he was commissioned as captain 

1775 Translated from Northampton Penn Twp tax lists: Datzen Samuel,Datzen Ritschert 

1776 January 16 Penn Township, Northampton County Jacob Smethers, Assessor, Daniel 
Warner Senr., Collector Dodson Samuel 6 acres of clear land, 50 acres of wood land, 1 horse, 1 
cattle, tax £0-2-5 

1776 June 21 Thomas Dodson born in Penn Township, baptized Sep. 1, by Francis Bohler 
Sponsors: John Holder, the aged, George Biwighouse, Maha Warner, Anna Catharine Bohler 
Parents: Samuel Dodson & Elisabeth 

1779 Penn Township George Taubenspeck, Collector Dodson Samuel 50 acres, 2 horses, 4 
cattle, tax £3-12-0 

1779 June 2 Mary Dodson born; baptized July 18 by E Thorp, parents Samuel Dodson and 
Elisabeth 

1780 April 25 Abigail Dodson, daughter of Samuel Dodson, was captured by Indians, along 
with the family of Benjamin Gilbert. 

1780 June 22 Northampton County - To The County Lieutenants. Northampton, Pennsylvania 
from the inhabitants of Penn, Tomension & Chesnut Hill townships signed by James, Richard 
and Samuel Dodson requesting more guards to protect them from the "cruel savage enemy". 

1780 October 26 Samuel Dodson, private, third class, Captain William Moyer's Company of the 
Sixth Battalion of Northampton County Militia, Commanded by Lieut. Colonel Henry Geiger 

1781 December 27 assessment-roll made by the commissioners of Northampton County list 
both Richard and Samuel Dodson 

1783 September 24 Elisabeth Dodson born; Parents: Samuel Dodson & Elisabeth. Baptized 
Nov. 30, by Francis Bohler; Sponsors: Catharina Warner, widow 

1784 Penn Twp Northampton County Tax records Sami Datson 

1785 Penn Twp Northampton County: Dodson Samuel 72 acres, 1 horse, 1 cow, tax £0-5-4 
Another list shows: Dotsen Samuel 70 acres, 1 horse, 2 cattle, tax £0-5-0 

1785 Richard Dodson died according to Thompson P Ege. 

1786 Penn Twp Northampton County Samuel Dodson and Thomas Dodson 

Thomas might be the son of Richard - said to born about 1767 - who would have turned 21 in 
1786. 

1786 April 17 Monday, Abigail Dodson, single, rec'd into church membership Moravian Church 
Records 

1786 July 21 Birth of Samuel Dodson. Baptized August 27 by Frederic Mohring; 

Parents Samuel Dodson and Elisabeth; Sponsors: Paul Greer, Jonathan & Sarah Warner 

1787 Penn twp Northampton County Tax records: Dodson Samuel 72 acres, 1 horse, 1 cattle, 
tax £0-6-0 

1788 Penn Twp Northampton: 
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Dotsen Samuel 0-2-7 
Dotsen Thomas 0-1-9 

Dotzen Samuel 70 acres, 1 horse, 2 cattle, tax £0-5-2 
Dotson Thomas 50 acres, 1 horse, 2 cattle, tax £0-3-6 

1788 November 14 Birth of Sarah Dodson in Penn Township; Parents Samuel and Elisabeth 
Dodson 

1789 February 8 Baptism of Sarah Dodson, d/o Samuel and Elisabeth by George Smith. 
Sponsors: Paul & Hannah Greer and Mary Warner. 

1789 Penn Twp, Northampton: 

Dawsen Samuel 0-1-8 50 acres, 1 horse, 2 cattle, tax 0-4-10 
Dawsen Thomas 0-1-4 

1790 Samuel and Thomas listed as Dawson again. 

1791 April 17 from church records "John Rhodes, age about 80 years, buried by Brother Smith, 
on their own burying place at Lizard Creek." This would be the father in law of Richard and 
Samuel Dodson. 

1793: Dotson Samuel 72 acres, 1 horse, 1 cattle, tax £0-2-6 
1793 Dotson Joseph tax £0-1-0 

1795 Said to be date of Samuel's death, and it is said he was buried on Lizard Creek, possibly at 
the church or his residence. 

1797 May 12 Joseph Dodson warrant of land Penn Township 8 acres 

Descendants of Samuel Dodson 

In the Gnadenhutten Moravian church records in now Carbon County, Pennsylvania are baptism 
records for some of Elisabeth & Samuel Dodson's children: 

Thomas born 21 Jun 1776 
Mary born 2 Jun 1779 
Elisabeth born 24 Sep 1783 
Samuel born 21 Jul 1786 
Sarah born 14 Nov 1788 

Other children said to be those of Samuel and Elisabeth, with no birth or baptismal records: 

Hannah born 6 Sept 1764 
Abigail born 15 May 1767 
Jeremiah born 10 Jan 1768 
John born 26 Feb 1771 
Joseph born 21 May 1773 

Write-ups about John Dodson, son of Samuel and Elizabeth Rhodes Dodson: 

From: History of Luzerne County, Pennsylvania™ 1 

John Dodson was born in Northampton county, Pa., February 26, 1771, and located in 
Huntington (township of Luzerne County) in 1796. He was the first Pennsylvanian who settled in 
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this township, all other settlers having come from States east of this. He was a prominent and 
enterprising farmer, and died May 9, 1859, leaving a widow and eighteen children. Joseph 
Dodson located in Huntington township in 1806, on the farm where he died in 1851. He was 
prominently identified with cdl the progressive interests of his adopted township. He was a father 
of twelve children. 

From other Biographical Sketches about John Dodson : XXV11 

A Mr. Tubbs moved to Huntington Valley PA and settled on Lot 29 of the first Division in 
Huntington which his father had deeded to him. On 20 April 1796 he sold it to John Dodson of 
Penn Twp of Northampton County, PA for 345 pounds. This lot became the John Dodson 
homestead lying between Huntington Mills and the Watertown Cemetery. 

John Dodson, the subject of this sketch, was the son of Samuel Dodson and Elizabeth (Rhoades) 
Dodson, and was born in Mahoning Valley, Penn township, then Northampton county, Pa., on 
the 26th day of February, A.D. 1771, being the fourth child and the second son in a family often 
children. After attaining the age of twenty-one years he left his father's house and moved to 
Huntington township, Luzerne county, and purchased and settled upon a farm, which he 
continued to occupy during his long life, dying May 9, 1859. In 1796 he was married to Miss 
Clarissa Harrison, a daughter of Stephen Harrison, who had recently emigrated to this vicinity 
from Canaan, Litchfield county, Conn. She died in 1820, leaving eight children, and he 
afterward married Miss Sophronia Monroe, a native of the same town, county and State as his 
former wife; she died in the year 1841, leaving him nine children. He was an active, energetic, 
industrious man, greatly vcdued and admired by his neighbors, friends and acquaintances for his 
sterling honesty and strict integrity. He took a specicd interest in public affairs, and in promoting 
the welfare of that section of the county, aiding greatly in securing and maintaining public and 
private schools, the opening, extension and improvement of public roads, and the encouragement 
ofloccd industries. For many years, he held office of justice of peace by appointment of severed 
governors, irrespective of politics. After this office became an elective one, he continued by 
almost unanimous choice of the citizens of the township, to hold it until advancing years 
rendered it necessary for him to decline further services. In politics, he was an ardent Old-line 
Whig until the organization of the Republican party when he joined its forces. His wise council 
and advice were eagerly sought by his neighbor and acquaintances. His hospitality became 
proverbial, while his unbounded charity to the poor and the unfortunate was limited only by his 
means. Indeed, no applicant left his presence without substantial assistance. 

Descendants of Richard Dodson 

There is no known documentation of Richard and Susanna's children, other than family history 
and tradition. 

It is said his children were John (said to be killed by Indians), Joseph born about 1771 died 9 
Sept 1827 in Luzerne County, PA, Thomas, Hannah, Elizabeth, Abigail and Nancy Ann 

The following information is about Joseph Dodson, son of Richard Dodson. 
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From History of Luzerne County, PA, Volume I, Hunlock Township In 1797 Joseph 
Dodson moved into the settlement, from the adjoining Plymouth settlement. He had married 
Susanna Bennet, daughter of Joshua Bennet. His son Joseph B. Dodson, was born on the old 
place where he resided all his long life—an aged and respected citizen and the surx’ivor of his 
family. Samuel Dodson and his brother-in-law Isaac Van Horn were pioneers and good citizens. 

From a Luzerne County, PA Biography: 

He (Joseph) removed to this County about 1797. He was married in Plymouth but located in 
Union Twp. He owned about eight hundred acres of land and was extensively engaged in the 
manufacture of lumber. . . He was a conscientious Christian, and a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. His property, which consisted largely of land, he kept until his death, which 
occurred in 1827, after which it was divided between his family often children, Joseph B. getting 
a title to one half of it. Joseph Dodson lived to be only fifty-six years of age; his wife died at the 
age of eighty-four. . . His father, Richard, was a descendant of English parents, and was an 
early pioneer in Salem, but was so annoyed by the Indians that he was compelled to go to 
Northampton to evade their savage attacks. When Richard died his son Joseph was a very small 
lad, who had to live with strangers and suffer the hardships incident to an orphan’s life. But he 
surx’ived all hardships and privations, succeeded in accumulating a large tract of land, rearing 
an interesting family, and handing his name down through the pages of history to a long line of 
descendants, who shall call his name blessed. 

Nancy "Ann" Dodson born 7 Oct 1784 (this is Thompson P Ege's direct ancestor) 

From: Historical and biographical annals of Columbia and Montour counties: xxvu 

Hugh Thompson, eldest of the family of Paul Thompson, was born in 1780 in Ireland, and 
was therefore a boy when the family came to America. He worked with his father, learned 
the trade, and eventually inherited the business, in which he prospered to such an extent that 
he was able to add a farm to his possessions; part of it is now included in the town of 
Berwick. During the war of 1812 he was one of the emergency men. He joined the Methodist 
Church, and was one of the zealous members of the denomination in this region, its 
ministers who occasionally visited Berwick making his home their stopping place. To him 
and his wife Ann (Dodson) were born the following children: Paul died in infancy; Richard, 
born June 14, 1811, a farmer and potter, died May 25, 1895; Alexander, born Oct. 6, 1813, 
a potter and foundryman at Tunkhannock, Luzerne Co., Pa., where he also serx’ed as justice 
of the peace, died Dec. 12, 1881; Susan, born Feb. 22, 1816, married Rev. Mr. Ege, a 
Methodist minister, of Baltimore, Md., and died Dec. 27, 1895 ; Jane, born Dec. 5, 1818, 
became the wife of Dr. Burkett; Joseph D. was the father of Hugh Thompson; Elizabeth Ann, 
born March 5, 1828, married P. C. Wadsworth, justice, of Townhill, Luzerne county, 
Pennsylvania. . . . Oliver Ege - On February 7th, 1833, he was united in marriage to 
Susannah P. Thompson, daughter of Hugh and Ann Dodson Thompson of Berwick, Pa. This 
is the father of Thompson Perryman Ege, author of the Dodson Genealogy book. Thompson 
P- Ege, oldest son of Rev. Oliver Ege, and compiler and publisher of this family history, was 
born at the farm of his grandfather, Hugh Thompson, in Berwick, Pa. 12 Oct 1835. 
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Although a lot of information is available on later Dodson descendants, there is not much 
documentation, other than family history, tying the descendants of Samuel and Richard back to 
their ancestors in Northampton or Chester Counties. 

Luzerne County Pennsylvania Dodson Line 

Huntington and Salem Townships 

Luzerne was formed from other Pennsylvania counties, so Dodson records from 1752 to 1786 
can show up in other Pennsylvania counties. Because of changing county lines, it's often hard to 
understand where people were on certain dates in history. Northampton County was formed in 
1752. Northumberland County was formed in 1772 from five counties, including 
Northampton. Luzerne County was formed from Northumberland County in 1786. 

In viewing the migration path of the Dodsons who settled in Luzerne County Pennsylvania 
around the end of the 1700's, it appears they are descendants of Dodsons born in Chester County, 
Pennsylvania. The early Dodson line in Chester County is not fully documented, but it is 
thought that Thomas Dodson born about 1685 was the father to the following sons born in 
Chester County: John born about 1720 married Eleanor Evans; Michael born about 1722 
married Ann Evans; William or John William born about 1729; Richard born about 1731 married 
Susannah Rhodes; Thomas born about 1732; James born about 1734; Joseph born about 1737 
and Samuel born about 1738 married Elizabeth Rhodes. Information about these men and their 
descendants was first outlined in a book by Rev Thompson P Ege in 1907. His ancestral line 
went back to Richard, and he only shows scanty information about the other children. With the 
surnames of the first generation repeating in later generations, it's hard to document lineages. 

From tax listings and other information, it appears that John Dodson spent many years in 
Chester County, Pennsylvania. It appears that late in life he went with his sons to Luzerne 
County where he died in 1818. 

Michael Dodson of Chester County was an early settler in Frederick County, Maryland, and his 
descendants were probably those who migrated to Bedford County and surrounding counties in 
Pennsylvania. 

A widow of a Thomas Dodson filed a court case in 1793 in Coventry Township in Chester 
County PA about land Thomas had purchased in 1746 in Chester County. He may be the 
Thomas who owned and sold land in Shenandoah County, Virginia in 1776, but this has not been 
fully documented. There is a Richard Dotson born in 1752 in Frederick/Shenandoah County 
VA, and the DNA of his descendants matches descendants of the Dodsons of Chester County 
PA. 

Ege does not address the migration of sons James and Joseph Dodson of Chester County, only 
making a comment that they may have left Pennsylvania and settled "in Kentucky". It appears 
that Joseph Dodson was in Chester County for a few years and then migrated to Frederick 
County, Maryland around 1765. He lived there for about 30 years, raised his family, and then 
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migrated with some of his grown children to Washington Township in Fayette County 
Pennsylvania before 1800, and probably died there. 

John, Richard and Samuel Dodson of Chester County seem to be the most likely progenitors 
of later generations of Luzerne County. 

Although it has been said that John, born 1720 in Chester County settled in Luzerne County, 
several write-ups about John, a son of Samuel and Elizabeth Rhodes Dodson, report another 
John Dodson who settled in Huntington Township in Luzerne County. So there is confusion. It 
is possible that both lived and died there. The "History of Luzerne County, Pennsylvania" 
published in 1893 says, ".John Dodson was born in Northampton county, Pa., February 26, 
1771, and located in Huntington (township) in 1796. He was the first Pennsylvanian who settled 
in this township, cdl other settlers having come from States east of this." Another source says, "A 
Mr Tubbs moved to Huntington Vcdley PA and settled on Lot 29 of the first Division in 
Huntington which his father had deeded to him. On 20 April 1796 he sold it to John Dodson of 
Penn Twp of Northampton County, PA for 345 pounds. This lot became the John Dodson 
homestead lying between Huntington Mills and the Watertown Cemetery. " 

It is believed that two men, claimed to be sons of John from Chester, Thomas and James 
Dodson, also were early settlers in Luzerne County in Salem Township. Ege comments: 

" John's two sons were born in Chester County. John removed to Salem Township, Luzerne 
County, in 1777, but was driven out by the Indians. He returned later, with his sons, and made 
themselves homes, clearing virgin forests there for buildings and farms. " John's sons are said to 
be Thomas, James and John, and were early settlers, along with descendants of Samuel 
Dodson. 

There is a record of a Richard, Thomas, James and John Dodson in 1776 in Plymouth District 
of what became Luzerne County PA. This township was formed in 1768 by the Susquehanna 
company at Hartford Connecticut. These could be four brothers from Chester County or the 
Thomas, James and John, sons of John. There is no record that John had a son named Richard. 

Luzerne County, Pennsylvania was formed in 1786 from Northumberland County. In 1793 in 
Northumberland County, we find a record of 400 acres of land patented to each of Susannah, 
John, Mable, Thomas and James Dodson. These people are probably the wife and children 
of Richard Dodson who was born 1731 and died in 1785. This land was sold in 1832. 

Richard and Samuel Dodson from Chester County, PA married sisters. Richard married 
Susannah Rhodes and Samuel married Elizabeth Rhodes, daughters of John and Judith Gregory, 
born in Northampton County, Pennsylvania. The Samuel and Richard Dodson families and the 
Rhodes families lived in Northampton County. As mentioned, Samuel's son John Dodson is 
considered to be the first Dodson to settle in Huntington Township in Luzerne County. 
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The area marked in blue area is where there are records of the Samuel Dodson family. Children 
were baptized at the Moravian church at Gnadenhutten, and Samuel died and was buried "on 
Lizard Creek". 

When the Dodsons pushed northward from Chester County, they encountered problems with the 
Indians. Samuel and Richard Dodson settled in Northampton County. They appear on most 
tax lists from 1770 until 1785 when Richard died and where Samuel's daughter, Abigail, was 
captured in an Indian raid. Samuel continues on the tax lists until 1793. He died in 1795. 
Richard's oldest son was killed by Indians, and Richard's home was burned in 1784. 

As mentioned, John of Chester County, born 1720, is said to have had two sons who were early 
settlers in Luzerne County in the Salem Township. James and Thomas Dodson married 
Susannah and Mehitabel Bixby, daughters of Elias and Dezier/Deziah Bixby. Dezier was 
married second to a Nathan Beach who was a step father to her children and father to their son, 
Nathan. According to Ege, "Nathan Beach, Sr., came to Luzerne County in 1769, from near 
Hudson, N. Y. His wife, the widow Bixby, was the first white woman to cross the Blue Mountains 
into Pennsylvania." Her tombstone reads: "Deziah Rhodes, mother of Nathan Beach, Jr., died 18 
April, 1804". She was married a third time to a Rhodes. 

Thomas Dodson (1755 - 1818) 

This Thomas Dodson has been said to be a son of John and Eleanor Evans Dodson of Chester 
County, Pennsylvania, but there is no known documentation to prove this relationship. The 
following information is from a variety of sources - where the source is known, it is indicated. 
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Thomas' birth has been reported to be 15 Sep 1755 in Chester County, Pennsylvania. John 
Dodson was living in Chester County at that time as indicated by tax lists in 1753 and 1756 for 
Vincent township of Chester County, but other Dodsons were there also. 


Historic and Character Sketch from "Dodson Genealogy 1600 to 1907" by Thompson P Ege 

Thomas, after his marriage, became associated with the family of Nathan Beach, Sr., having 
for a time his home with them, at Beach Haven, Salem Township, Luzerne County. He 
assisted Nathan Beach in the building of one of the early flour mills of the region. Thomas 
finally settled on a farm near the mills, and was both farmer and miller. Thomas was a 
participant in many of the Indian attacks incident to the early settlement of the Wyoming 
Valley region. He was well versed in their wily tactics, and became a noted fighter and 
trailer, and was often called out to battle against the skulking foe. On the occasion of one of 
their attacks on a Block House near Beach Haven, to which, taking warning, many of the 
nearby inhabitants had fled for safety, and while Thomas and his wife were also fleeing to 
this place of refuge, they suddenly thought of their infant child left asleep in their home. 
Bidding his wife to remain hidden, he hastened back to bring it to her. This interx’al of delay 
saved their lives, for the Indians had been temporarily repulsed and had retired to a thicket 
in a ravine after killing and wounding several of the defenders. After reaching safety in the 
fort, Thomas called for volunteers to aid in driving them off. Young Nathan Beach, though a 
boy, ventured to go. Having secured guns and ammunition in the fort, they went forth, 
Nathan to carry and load the guns, under strict orders to follow close behind and under 
cover. They soon espied an Indian peeping from behind a tree, whom Thomas instantly shot 
and killed. In a few moments another, stealthily creeping to drag away his dead companion, 
met a similar fate. After nightfall the Indians took away the bodies of the slain, and 
departed. Thomas and the other refugees remained in the fort all night. Next morning 
Thomas and others followed their trail for many miles, finding where they buried their dead, 
but did not overtake them. 

Mehetabel (a good Old Testament Bible name, ( contracted to Mabel), was the daughter of 
Elias Bixby and Deziar Herrick, of Puritan stock. Elias Bixby was a sea captain, and lost his 
life at sea. His widow married Nathan Beach, Sr., in Connecticut, and came with the colony 
from that State to the Wyoming Valley. She had four Bixby children, Elias, David, 

Mehetabel and Susannah. The two sons lost their lives in the Wyoming massacre, and their 
names are inscribed on the commemorative shaft erected there. Deziar Herrick, the mother 
of Mehetabel Bixby, came from distinguished English ancestry, viz., Lord and Lady Herrick 
of "Beau Manoir," Leicestershire, England. Their son Henry, Puritan settler in Salem, 
Massachusetts ; his son Ephriam and wife, Mary Cross, Beverly, Mass. ; his son Samuel and 
wife Mehetabel Woodward, Beverly, Mass. ; his son Ezekial and wife (name unknown), 
Coventry, Conn.; his daughter, Deziar, married, ist Elias Bixby. 2nd Nathan Beach, Sr., 3rd, 
in her old age, Joseph Rhodes, and died September 1 8th, 1804. 

Thomas and wife were devoted Christians and members of the Methodist Church. Their 
hospitable home was. during his life, the place of general worship, the home of the itinerant 
minister, and the place where all Christian people were ever welcome, as followers and 
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brethren of the same Divine Master and Father. Their numerous and respected children 
partook largely of the same spirit, thus exemplified by the parents, and were mostly 
members of the same religious society. Their parents names were household words in their 
day and generation, and generations following, as their repeated names in a long line of 
descendants will testify. 

From another source about Elias Bixby a brother to Thomas' wife: Wyoming (County) was 
at that time ccdled Westmoreland, attached to Litchfield County, Connecticut. Elias Bixby 
was orderly sergeant in the same company, and serx’ed at the battle of Long Island, and 
afterward taken prisoner at Fort Washington, was placed aboard the prison ship Jersey, and 
was killed July 3, 1778, in the Wyoming Massacre. He left one sister, married to Thomas 
Dodson, both since deceased, leaving the following children: Elias, Nathan, Richard, 
Stephen, John Dodson. It is said that cdl the names are registered in the War Office, and 
calculations made of the amounts due each officer or soldier. Examination of the rolls of 
soldiers in the American Revolution, preserved by the states of Pennsylvania and 
Connecticut, fcdls to revecd the name of the above described Elias Bixby. It is acknowledged 
that the rolls of the Wyoming companies are incomplete. The name of Elias Bixby appears 
on the Wyoming Monument. Administration on the estate of Elias Bixby was first granted to 
Dodson, who filed an inventory taken in 1782 by Hugh Fordsman and Abel Yarrington. The 
estate was represented worth 52 pounds, including severed small notes of hand. There is no 
record of Dodson's appointment either at Wilkesbarre or at Sunbury. Nathan Cary was 
appointed administrator, 10 Dec, 1788 9 

The names of John, Thomas, Richard and James Dodson appear in the tax lists of Plymouth 
district for the years 1777 and 1778. 

1780 At a Court of Probate held in Westmoreland within and for the district of Westmoreland on 
the 18th day of January 1780 present Nathan Denison Esq: Court Administration was Granted to 
Thomas Dodson upon the Estate of Elias Bigsbee late of Westmoreland Deceased who became 
bound in a bond of five hundred pounds Lawfull money with Abel Yerington for the faithfull 
performance of that Trust. Nathan Cary was appointed administrator, 10 Dec, 1788. 

In 1789 a Thomas is showing as a taxable in East Nantmeal Township in Chester County 
Pennsylvania, but there is no way to establish if this is the same Thomas. In 1796 Thomas is 
listed as taxable in Salem Township in Luzerne County, Pennsylvania who may be this 
Thomas. Early records of the patents and warrants of land in Salem and Huntingdon Township 
show many of the names that are listed below, including Dodson, Tubbs, Courtright, Beach and 
others. 

1790 Census Luzerne Thomas Dodson 1 male over 16-2 males under 16 and 4 females. 
1796 John, Thomas and James Dodson appear in the list of Salem township taxables. 

1803 Thomas Dodson is listed as one of those holding title to lands in Huntington Township in 
Luzerne County Pennsylvania. 
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Some have claimed that this Thomas Dodson served in the Revolutionary War in the Fifth PA 
Regiment of the Continental Line. However, the Thomas who served in this regiment applied 
for and received a pension Shenandoah County, Virginia. The soldier died in 1825 in Virginia 
so he can NOT be this Thomas who died in 1818 in Pennsylvania. 

Thomas Dodson seems to have been a farmer, a millwright and a miller. In 1798, in 
conjunction with Nathan Beach, of Salem, he built the second grist-mill (known as Rogers') 
in Huntingdon township, on Marsh creek. The wife of Thomas Dodson, to whom he was 
married in 1778, was Mehetable, or Mabel, Bixby, born in 1760, died in 1804, and both he 
and she were ardent Methodists. "Their hospitable home was, during his life, the place for 
genercd worship, the home of the itinerant ministers of the Methodist Episcopal church, and 
the place where all Christian people were warmly welcomed." 

Thomas Dodson died April 29, 1818, seven weeks subsequently to the death of his father, 
and was surx’ived by five sons and five daughters. 

The second of these children was Elias Dodson (1781-1859), who became an extensive 
landowner in Huntingdon township, and operated saw and grist mills. In his later years he 
became a Baptist preacher, and largely through his efforts the first Baptist meeting-house in 
his township was built. His wife was Mary Long, and their third child was Nathan Long 
Dodson (1808-1882). 

The latter spent his (Nathan) life of seventy-four years in Huntingdon township, and during 
the greater part of that period was engaged in farming. He married, June 2, 1831, Susan 
Stevens (1811-1882), and they became the parents of four sons and five daughters. 

The youngest of these children was William Egbert Dodson, born in Huntingdon township, 
August 21, 1853. He remained at the home of his parents until some time after his marriage, 
working on his fathers' farm in the summer time and, while a youth, attending school in the 
winter months. About 1889 he removed to Wilkes-Barre, where, during the ensuing fifteen 
years, he was engaged in business as a dyer and cleaner. He then returned to his ancestral 
acres in Huntingdon township, where he has since resided, engaged in farming. 

William E. Dodson married, December 31, 1877, Alice Chapin, and they became the parents 
of four children : Victor Lee, of whom further; Bessie Elizabeth, Clarence Furman, and 
Blanche Margaret, who is married to William Aston, of Wilkes Barre. 

Victor Lee Dodson was born at the Dodson homestead in Huntingdon township, June 12, 
1879. xxvii 

The death of Thomas Dodson is reported as 29 April 1818 in Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, and 
it is said he is buried in Luzerne County in the Harveyville Cemetery. 

Susquehanna Democrat 1 May 1818 

Died - In Huntington on the 29th inst., Thomas Dodson, aged 62 years, a respectable citizen of 
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that place. 


July 3, 1818 Estate of Thomas Dodson, late of Huntington, Luzerne Co., requests payments and 
demands. Elias Dodson, Acting Executor, Huntington 

Will Book A page 209: May 14 1818 Luzerne county Huntington Township: Will of Thomas 
Dodson of names wife Mehitable; daughters Mary Cortright, Elizabeth Culver, Eliner Bowman, 
Sarah Stiles, Susannah Dodson, and daughter in law Sophronia Monroe (Note: John Dodson, 
said to be son of Samuel and Elizabeth Rhodes Dodson is said to have married Sophronia 
Monroe in 1820 - after Thomas' death). 

The children said to be those of Thomas Dodson and Mehitable Bixby are: 

Mary Dodson born 3 February 1779 in Huntingdon Township, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania. 
She married about 1802 to Isaac Courtright, born about 1802, son of Elisha and Huldah 
Dingman Courtright. Mary died 27 October 1852. Their children were Elisha, Mable, Ann or 
Nancy, Thomas, Huldah, Nathan, Abram and Rachel. 

Elias Bixby Dodson born 15 January 1781 in Huntingdon Township, Luzerne County, 
Pennsylvania. He married about 1802 to Anna Mary Long, daughter of Elias Long. Elias 
Dodson died 11 Aug 1859. Their children were George, Mable, Nathan Long, Thomas L, Joel 
Rodgers, Silas, Frances, Elias, Fletcher and Philip. From Thompson P Ege: Elias Dodson, the 
head of this family, was born and reared in Huntingdon Township, Luzerne County. He was an 
heroic and stalwart yeoman of his day. He was an extensive landholder and operated saw and 
grist mills, and a thorough business man. Besides this he became an able preacher of the Baptist 
faith and caused to be built the first Baptist place of worship in his native township. He 
found time 'midst his active business to lead a life of great useful ness and good works in his 
community. In the fulfillment of various calls and duties, he feared neither storm nor hindrance, 
and left behind him a name still fresh in the memory of the few remaining ones of the generation 
following him, for his worth and example of good works. Many incidents in his life are still 
household legends oft repeated. 

Ellen Dodson was born 12 August 1787 in Huntingdon Township, Luzerne County, 
Pennsylvania. She married Fletcher Bowman 23 May 1815. Their children were George 
Washington, Mary Cortright and Rebecca. Ellen died 22 March 1869. 

Deziar Dodson was born 20 May 1789 - no further information. 

Sarah Ann Dodson was born 29 Jul 1791 in Huntingdon Township, Luzerne County, 
Pennsylvania. She married Lewis Stiles about 1809 in Luzerne County. He was born about 
1785 in Kingston, Luzerne County, the son of Richard and Sarah Rodgers Stiles. He died about 
1856 in Town Hill, Luzerne County. Sarah died 19 Feb 1874 in Town Hill, Luzerne County. 
Their children were Richard Dodson Stiles, Darwin, Daniel, Nathan, Stephen, Elias, John, 
Samuel, George and Frances Elizabeth. 
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Richard Dodson was born 6 July 1793 in Luzerne County, Pennsylvania. He married Hannah 
Watson about 1816. She was born 24 March 1798 and died 17 July 1878. Richard died 25 
October 1845 in Huntingdon Township in Luzerne County. There children were Richard, 
Minerva Cecelia, Amariah William, Jasper, Jackson, Milton, Ann Eliza, Elmira Ellen, Ritner, 
Nelson Highland, and Milton. 

John Dodson was born 29 July 1795 in Huntingdon Township Luzerne County, Pennsylvania. 
He may have married a Permelia McCafferty. He died 24 Jun 1849 in Polo, Ogle County, 
Illinois. (Another source shows death date as August 1850 and another source shows 24 Aug 
1849). His children were Asenath, Mary, Arthur, Elizabeth, Hilzey, Fletcher and Melville. 

Stephen Beach Dodson was born 16 October 1797 in Pennsylvania. He married Flavia Tubbs 
05 April 1821 in Huntingdon Township, Luzerne County, PA. She was born 25 Jun 1802 in 
Pennsylvania, the daughter of Thomas and Abiab Franklin Tubbs, and died 22 May 1875 in 
Chebanse, Illinois. Stephen died 28 January 1877 in Kankakee, Iroquois, Illinois. Stephen and 
Flavia's children were Abbia Tubbs, Amos Franklin, George Bowman, Sarah Ann, Epiphras 
Wadsworth, Amy Tubbs, Rebecca Bowman, Eliphalet Edson, Sophia Bowman, Thomas Tubbs, 
Susan Bowman, Joel Rogers, Isaac Manville, Emory Fillmore. 

Elizabeth Dodson was bom 12 April 1783 in Luzerne County, Pennsylvania and died 14 
October 1855. No information about marriage, but she is said to have had two children Ellen 
and Elias Culver. 

Susan Beach Dodson was born 9 March 1801 in Luzerne County, Pennsylvania. She married 
George Bowman 1 May 1820. He was born 1795 in Somerset, York, Pennsylvania and died 
1871 in Rock Island, Illinois. Some of their children were Mary, Eliza B, Charles M, Sarah A, 
Ellen B, Julia Ann and Sophia G. 

From the Sharon Springs (Kansas) Times ca. 1889 believed to be about Susan Beach 
Bowman: 

Mrs. Susan B. Bowman, mother of Mrs. McMichael, landlady of the Sharon Springs Hotel, 
of this town, is now in her 88th year, and is quite smart for a woman of her age. Her father, 
Thomas Dodson, settled in Shickshinny, Luzerne County, Pa., about 120 years ago, in the 
then howling wilderness and among wild animals and savage Indians. Her grandmother was 
carried off by the Indians and was kept by them some four years along the Delaware and 
Susquehanna rivers. Her folks found out where she was, and with a large posse of armed 
men, one dark night, stole in among the wigwams and captured her after some severe 
fighting. She had been among the Indians so long that she had become accustomed to their 
ways and could handle the bow and arrow with accuracy; but on her return home was 
overjoyed to be on the little side-hill farm, instead of the small wigwam among the bloody 
savages. She said she never expected to see her parents again. Mrs. Bowman's father's 
house in Luzerne County, Pa., was burned twice by the Indians in mid-day. They saw the 
Indians coming, and heard the sounds of their war whoops, and fled, her mother carrying 
her in her arms many miles. Mrs. Bowman has cdl of her faculties except being a little hard 
of hearing, but she reads every day without glasses. She has been a true, consistent member 
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of the M. E. Church for more than 70 years, and is an aunt to Bishop Bowman, of St. Louis. 
Mo. Mrs. Bowman is the mother of nine children and has outlived all of them but two. 
Tipstaff Charles M. Bowman, of Wilkes-Barre, Pa., and Mrs. McMichciel, of Sharon Springs, 
Kan. 

James Dodson (1757 - 1831) is listed on a 1796 tax list for Salem Township in Luzerne 
County, PA, and is probably the James Dodson listed in the 1810 Census Salem Township, 
Luzerne County, PA with 6 people under 16 and 4 people over 25. James died in Salem 
township, June 1, 1831, aged 75 years. 

From Luzerne County Biographies: "James Dodson, formerly of Lehigh County, Pa., first 
settled in Salem in 1777, but was driven back by Indians. He returned thither in 1786, and 
cleared a farm, as cdso did his father, John Dodson, who was a native of England. The wife of 
James Dodson was Susannah Beach [Bi.xby], and their children were: Betsy (Mrs. William 
Henry), Polly (Mrs. Abram Van Cortright) John, Eleanor (Mrs. Amos Van Horn), Nathan B., 
Thomas, Hannah (Mrs. D.H. Goodwin), James, Scdly (Mrs. U.O. Barnes.)" 

1777 James Dodson on tax list - Plymouth Township - now Luzerne County, PA 
A James Dodson entered 6th Btn of Northumberland Co 9/26/1781 to 11/12/1781; also 
11/16/1780 to 1/4/1781. 

James Dotzen listed as discharged 1783/1784 from Northampton County militia. 
Northumberland: 1783/1784 Tax list James Dotsan, Wyoming Township no acres 1 horse 1 cow 
tax 12.1 for 1783 and 13.9 for 1784 

Northumberland: 1785 Tax list Wyoming County Dotsan, James 300 acres 1 horse 1 cattle 7 .3 
tax 

Northumberland: 1786 James Dotson Tax list, Wyoming Township 300 acres 2 horses, 1 cow 
4.4 Tax 

1790 James Dodson on census report for Luzerne County showing 1 male over 16, 3 males 
under 16 and 4 females 

1796 James Dodson on tax list of Salem Twp in Luzerne County, PA 

28 Feb 1803 James Dodson listed as one of those holding title in Salem Township, Luzerne 

County, PA 

1815 Estate of Daniel Stookey, late of Salem, request payments and demands against estate. 

Isaac Courtright and James Dodson, Executors, Salem. 

1810 Census Salem Twp, Luzerne County, PA James Dodson 6 under 16 4 over 25 
23 October 1818 Susquehanna Democrat - Letters in the Post Office at Wi lk es-Barre October 1st 

- James Dodson 

26 Feb 1819 Register's Notice: Account of Isaac Cortright and James Dodson, executors of 
Daniel Stookey, late of Salem 

10 August 1821 Lost on Wednesday, 2nd August inst., on the Easton and Wilkesbarre Turnpike, 
between Tobehanna and Wilkesbarre (as is supposed) a small package, containing two letters 
&c. One of the Letters was directed to Thomas & James Dodson., Huntington, Luzerne County. 
As these papers cannot be of value to the finder, it is hoped he or she will had them to the Editor 
of the Susquehanna Democrat, who is authorized to pay a suitable reward. 

Aug 24, 1821 - Susquehana Democrat 
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If James Dodson, of Nescopeck, Luzerne County, will call at the Office of the Susquehanna 
Democrat, he will hear of something to his advantage. 

10 March 1826 Susquehanna Democrat Sheriffs Sales to be held Saturday, 1st April: Land in 
Nescopeck Township Seized and taken in execution at the suit of John Briggo assignee of 
Jonathan Bulkeley against James Dodson 

1831 June 1 James Dodson died in Luzerne County, Salem township aged 75 years 
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Colonial Dodsons in Western Pennsylvania 
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There are records of Dodsons in Chester County in eastern Pennsylvania as early as the 1720s. 
Before the Revolutionary War, some of those Dodsons migrated to Frederick County, Maryland 
or to Frederick County, Virginia, while other Dodson families remained in Chester county until 
the time of the Revolutionary War, when we find Dodsons migrating into Northampton County 
Pennsylvania and later into Luzerne County Pennsylvania, areas where there are still many 
descendants. These counties are in the eastern section of Pennsylvania. 

Bedford County, in western Pennsylvania, was created in 1771. Several later counties were 
created from Bedford. Huntingdon was created in 1787. Cambria was created in 1804 from 
portions of Huntingdon and Bedford. Blair County was taken from Bedford and Huntingdon in 
1846. Areas that later became Blair, Cambria and Indiana counties were where the Dodsons 
originally settled. 

1790 Map of Pennsylvania Counties 


map oe 



From census records showing birth locations for parents, as well as family histories, it appears 
that the pioneer Dodson settlers in this area of Pennsylvania came from Maryland. There is one 
earlier reference to Dodson lands in Bedford County. A patent for an Edmund Milne dated June 
4, 1785 mentions a Robert Dodson in Bedford County PA. No other records of a Robert Dodson 
have been found in Bedford County. 
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In the early 1790's, when Bedford County was being settled, we find Dodsons with ties to 
Frederick County Maryland. Many descendants believe the tie back to Chester County was 
through the Michael Dodson born about 1722, who was originally from Chester County. 
Michael married Ann Evans of Chester County and migrated about 1758 to Frederick County 
Maryland, where he stayed until at least 1783. It's important to note that no records have been 
found for any children of Michael and Ann Dodson, and although many believe that this Michael 
Dodson was the progenitor of the Dodsons who settled in Bedford County and the surrounding 
area, these parent-child relationships have not been documented. Thomas Dodson, John Dodson, 
Michael Dodson, William Dodson and Joseph Dodson are claimed to be possible sons. A 
William Dodson from Maryland settled in Huntingdon County Pennsylvania which later became 
Somerset and later Cambria County. He served in the Revolutionary War in Maryland and may 
have come to Pennsylvania as early as 1788 with Michael McGuire who established a settlement 
later know as Loretto in Cambria County. That is where William lived and died. Whether he 
was a son of Michael and Ann Evans Dodson is unknown. Any connections to the Bedford 
Dodsons is also unknown. 

A history of Bedford County reports "there were few other residents until after the Revolution. 
Even then there were not many, but they included Henry Bennett, John Barnhart, Adam Black, 
the Dodson and Justice families, Henry, David, John and Joseph Walter." It has been reported 
that the Dodson family came to this region in the early 1790s, and that Michael Dodson 
established his homestead near the head of what became known as Dodson's Run and was first 
assessed for taxes in the year 1792. Family tradition states that John Dodson built a log house 
that still stands. Some of the residents of Greenfield Township of Bedford County (now Blair) in 
1798 included: John Dodson, Joseph Dodson, Michael Dodson Jr, Michael Dodson Sr, Thomas 
Dodson, and Nicholas Justice who married Elizabeth Dodson January 27, 1787 in Frederick 
County Maryland. In the 1800 census of Bedford County we also find those five Dodson 
households. The two oldest Dodsons were Thomas and John who are over age 45, born before 
1755. The next two are Joseph and Michael who are showing as ages 26 to 45, being born 
between 1755 and 1774. Michael Jr is showing as age 16 to 26 being born between 1774 and 
1784. 

There is a record in Frederick County Maryland: "19 Apr. 1797, chancery, to obtain decree to 
sell Justices Delight, Frederick County: Joseph, John, Jesse, Griff, Nicholas & Aquilla Justice, 
Michael & wife Margaret Dodson, David & wife Catharine Justice, David & wife Susannah 
White vs. Jacob, Hanse, & William Justice & Elizabeth Burchfield, defendants all residing out of 
state." Nicholas Justice married an Elizabeth Dodson (documented) and Michael Dodson 
appears to have married a Margaret Justice. 


* * * * 

John Dodson shows in thel800 census of Bedford County with 1 male under 10, 1 male age 10 
to 16, one male 16 to 26, 1 female under 10, 1 female 10 to 16 and 1 female 16 to 26 and 1 
female age 45 and over. John Dodson, age 57, is listed as a taxable in Greenfield Township, 
Bedford County PA in 1814. It is not known if this is the same John who was in the 
Revolutionary War, who served from Maryland as a private. This is probably the John Dodson 
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who died in 1816 in Greenfield Township in Bedford, now Blair County, PA. It is said that he 
is buried in the Dodson Cemetery in East Freedom Township in Blair County, but there is no 
marker. 

WILL OF JOHN DODSON 

In the name of God, Amen. I, John Dodson, Sr., of Greenfield Township, Bedford 
County, Pennsylvania, being sick and weak in body but of sound and disposing 
mind, memory and understanding, considering the certainty of death, and the 
uncertainty of the time thereof, and being desirous to settle my worldly 
affairs, and thereby be the better prepared to leave this world when it shall 
please God to call me hence, do therefore make and publish this my Last Will and 
Testament, in manner and form following, that is to say - 

First and principal, I commend my soul into the hands of Almighty God and my 
body to the earth, to be decently buried at the discretion of my Executrix 
hereinafter named and after my debts and funeral charges are paid I devise and 
bequeath as follows. 

I give and bequeath my plantation whereon I now dwell containing one hundred 

and four acres and allowance to my loving wife during her life and all the 

profits arising from the same during her said life and one little sorrel mare 

and saddle and two cows, one ewe and lamb, two feather beds, her choice, and all 

the small grain now in my possession after harvest is paid out and to keep all 

her bodily clothing to herself and household furniture and two beehives and the 

hay in the strait mow I also devise further after my said loving wife's decease 

that my sons Michael Dodson, William Dodson and John Dodson my daughters Mary 

Cassidy, Susannah Potter and Elizabeth Bridendoll, my lawful children, shall go 

share and share alike in all my real and personal property, to be equally 

divided by my Executrix hereinafter named. 

1 also further devise if my said son John Dodson shall make any building or 
fencing on the place in my scud loving wife's life that he does not get pend for 
when it is divided among my loving children after my wife's decease, then he 
shall draw pay for the same. 

1 cdso devise to my loving wife, the barrow she edways called hers. 

And lastly, I do hereby constitute and appoint John Barnhart and my son John 
Dodson, to be sole executrix of this my last will and testament, revoking and 
annulling cdl former wills by me heretofore made, ratifying and confirming this 
and no other to be my last will and testament. 

In Testimony Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 29th day of 
July, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and fifteen. 
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Signed, sealed, published and declared by John Dodson for the above named 
testator, as and for his last will and testament in the presence of us, who at 
his request, in the presence Of each other, have subscribed our names as 
witnesses thereto. 

Signed JOHN X (his mark) DODSON (seed) 

Michael X (his mark) Dodson 
John Bennet 

John Barnhart renounced his Executorship on April 19, 1816 with a witness being David Mann. 
Also on April 19, 1816, Michael Dodson was granted Letters Testamentary. Letters of 
Administration de bonis non, were granted to Michael Dodson, the will having been annexed. 
Source: Bedford County, Pennsylvania Will Book 1, page 459 

From another source: Said to be from a family Bible listing John'children: 

Michael Dodson was Born August 177? 

William Dodson Was Born September the 24 1777 
Mary Dodson Was Born August the 1 1779 
Thomas Dodson Was Born September the 23 1782 
Susannah Dodson Was Born August the 10 1784 
Elizabeth Dodson Was Born October the 8 1786 
John Dodson Was Born September the 1 1788 
Elijah Dodson Was Born April the 27 1790 
Joseph Dodson Was Born April the 28 1792 

* * * * 

There is a Michael Dodson appearing in the 1790 census of Frederick County Maryland with 2 
males over 16 and 1 female. There are two Michaels in Bedford County, Pennsylvania in the 
1800 census. One is age 26 to 45 and the other is age 16 to 26. The older Michael has 3 males 
ages 0 to 10 and one female over age 45. There is a third Michael Dodson born 6 September 
1751 who was a Revolutionary War soldier who applied for and received a Revolutionary War 
pension in Greenfield Township, Bedford County, for his service in Captain Jacob Good's 
Company. He enlisted at Taney Town, MD. It is not known when this Revolutionary War 
soldier Michael came to Pennsylvania, but from his Revolutionary War pension we have some 
information about him. It is not known if or when he married or if he had children. 

The younger Michael, referred to as Michael Jr was the son of John as indicated by the above 
records of John's children. There were two other Michael Dodsons in Bedford County of about 
the same age; the soldier born in 1751, who died in Bedford County in 1830, and a second 
Michael born 10 May 1759 who died in 1828 in Ohio. It is not certain, but it appears that the 
Michael born in 1759 is the Michael in the early records of Bedford County and the soldier 
arrived later. The two Michaels in the 1800 census appear to be the Michael born 1759 and the 


76 



Michael, born about 1776, who was the son of John, mentioned above. It is also believed that 
the Michael born 1759 is probably the one who was married to Margaret Justice, but this has not 
been verified. 

There is a Michael Dodson, farmer, age 53 listed as a taxable in 1814 in Bedford, Greenfield 
Township, PA. There is record of a deed to Samuel Riddle 29 Jun 1816, for 100 acres of 
unseated land in the name of Michael Dodson situated in Greenfield Twp sold for county tax 
(25c) (for the years 1808 and 1810) due thereon. Consideration: $5.25.Source: Treasurer 
Deeds, Bedford County, Common Pleas Docket 1, p. 54, Bedford County, PA. This may be the 
non-resident Michael, believed to be the soldier. 

The following is said to be from a write-up in the Altoona Mirror on October 12, 1906, but a 
review of that newspaper from that date did not produce the article. This information is second¬ 
hand, so perhaps the date is wrong or the information is in error. Use with caution. “The next 
generation was Michael Dodson, born May 10, 1759. He serx’ed in the War of 1812. He 
emigrated to Ohio in 1827, and died there, May 15, 1828, aged sixty-nine years and five days. 
Margaret Dodson, his wife, died February 15, 1834, aged seventy-four years, eleven months and 
thirteen days. Joseph Dottson, son of above, was born in Blear county, Pa., April 2, 1794, was 
reared a farmer, and there married Margaret Justice, a daughter of Jesse Justice. Some years 
after marriage the family came to Ohio and settled in Muskingum county, purchasing eighty 
acres in Morgan county adjoining, but, through lending his money, or by going security, Mr. 
Dottson lost this land and cdl else he possessed. He then moved to Athens county, and in 
October, 1853 came to Putnam county and bought a tract of eighty acres of government land in 
Monterey township. Michael Dottson (as he spelled the surname), was a native of the state (or 
colony) named, {Maryland} and was a son of William Dottson, a native of England, who was a 
sailor in the merchant marine service, married to a Welsh lady and early settled in Maryland. 
Tradition relates that he was a man of remarkable physical strength, and could handle a burden 
that required the strength of four ordinary men to cope with. His son, Michael Dottson, enlisted 
in Maryland in the army of Washington when but seventeen years of age, fought at Brandywine 
and Germantown (now a part of Philadelphia, Pa.), and served through the entire war. After his 
return from the heroic struggle he married and became the father of five children: John, Joseph, 
Thomas, Samuel and Annie, all of whom, however, were born in Blair county, Pa., whither 
Michael moved immediately after his marriage and cleared up a farm of 200 acres; he was a 
captain in the state militia. Some years later he came to Ohio and lived in Muskingum county 
with his son Joseph, the father of our subject, and died either in Muskingum or Morgan county. 

How much of this information written is accurate is unknown. A William Dottson may or may 
not have been the parent of Michael. If he were, then it's possible that the other Michael born 
1751 was a son of Michael and Ann Evans Dodson. 

* * * * 

It is believed that the William Dodson who settled in Greenfield Township in Bedford 
Pennsylvania and shows in the tax listings below was a son of John Dodson listed in the Bible 
record above and named in his father's will. This is consistent with his age listed in 1814 as 37. 
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From a family history: "William, better known as Red Bill on account of his red hair, was a 
brother to John and Thomas who lived in the Sweits, a hamlet close to the old John Dodson 
homestead. He was married to Rhuey Spraugh. They had children, Abisha, William, Jenny, Mary 
and Peggy. That is cdl by that union. Red Bill had an old flint lock gun which he traded to the 
Indians for some land. This land was bound on the west by Blue Knob, on the east by the road 
from East Freedom to Claysburg; from the north at John Dodson homestead on the south and 
east by property of Honus Ickes. This land took in cdl of Turkey Ridge & east, south to a great 
distance. He moved to a farm near the Bedford highway where he died at a very advanced age. 
This farm was later owned by Black Abe Dodson. Red Bill was wealthy. He would hide his 
money in a hollow limb of a tree. He had not been educated and had Squire Abe Lingenfelter 
transact cdl of his business. Squire Abe was a county clerk iof Blear County. He was a well 
known penman. His penmanship is on exhibit in the Blear County Court House (at the time of this 
account.) Red Bill was married a second time to Hannah Ickes (evcins). They had two children 
John and Roxana. He was over 80 when he died and was buried at the Pressel Graveyard, near 
Claysburg." 

* * * * 

Another person claimed to be a son of Michael and Ann Evans Dodson is Joseph Dodson. 
There is a Frederick County land transfer dated 1784, showing Christian Champer obtained 
property from Joseph Dodson. However, there was another Joseph Dodson in Frederick County 
Maryland who was a different and older Joseph Dodson, who married a Catherine Plain and 
migrated to Fayette County PA between 1790 and 1800. 

In the 1800 census of Bedford County, Hopewell and Woodberry Township is a Joseph who is 
age 26 to 44 - born between 1756 and 1774 and a female of the same age. There is also one 
male and one female under the age of 10. The other Joseph from Frederick County, MD is 
showing in the 1800 census for Fayette County, PA. 

In 1814 a Joseph Dodson age 48 is listed as a taxable in the twp of Greenfield, Bedford PA and a 
farmer and shoemaker. At age 48, his birth would be around 1766. It has been said that he died 
in Indiana County, PA around 1758 but no documentation of his death has been found. He is 
probably the Joseph Dodson in the 1850 census in Armstrong township, Indiana County, PA 
living with son Thomas. Joseph is showing as age 81 born in Maryland, making a year of birth 
as 1769. 

* * * * 

Thomas Dodson may be related to the other Dodsons, but it is not certain. He appears in the 
1800 census of Bedford County and he is showing as over 45, born before 1755. He has 1 male 
under 10, 1 between 10 and 15; there is one female over 45 and 1 female age 16 to 25. In 1814 
a Thomas is listed as a taxable in Greenfield Township, Bedford County. He is showing as a 
farmer and cooper, age 68, making his birth around 1746. A Thomas Dodson is also in the 1830 
census in Greenfield Township indicating he was in his 80’s and wife was in her 70’s, which 
suggests this is the same Thomas. He died the 24th of May, 1831, and is buried in the Dodson 
Cemetery, Greenfield Township, now Blair County showing age 90 years 13 days. His children 
are said to be Joseph and possibly others. There is also a suggestion that this Thomas came to 
Bedford County from Cumberland/Franklin Pennsylvania, and his son Joseph born was born 
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about 1792 in Pennsylvania, not Maryland. Some have claimed this Thomas to be the one who 
served in the Revolutionary War from Pennsylvania. Since that Thomas received a pension in 
Shenandoah County, VA for his service, and died in Shenandoah county over 5 years before this 
Thomas died, that information is incorrect. 


* * * * 


Tax Records of Early Dodsons in Bedford County and Vicinity 

Thanks to Jim Bengle for much of the research done to gather the early tax records shown below. 

Notes: Generally tax lists showed white males age 21 and over. A person on a tax list would fall 
into one of the following categories: 

1. Freeman (usually a single male who did not own land); 

2. Inmate (usually a non-landowner, such as a renter), 

3. Landowner with acreage with livestock listed 

4. Non-resident landowner. 

5. A widow of a former landowner will show in a list. 

6. Elderly, poor or infirmed may not show on lists. 

Greenfield and Woodbury Townships of Bedford County eventually became a part of Blair 
County. 


Date County Township Name Other Information 


1798Bedford 

Woodbury 

Bedford 

Woodbury 

Bedford 

Woodbury 

Bedford 

Woodbury 

1799Bedford 

Greenfield 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

1802Bedford 

Greenfield 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

1805Bedford 

Greenfield 

Bedford 

Greenfield 


John Owner, House, 150 acres 

Michael Owner House 100 acres 

Michael Occupant, miller, Owner, house 150 acres 

Thomas Occupant - Miller - Owner House, 150 acres 

John 150 acres, 2 horses, 2 cows 

Joseph 400 acres, 0 horse, 0 cow 

Michael Dotsen - Non resident - 40 acres 

Michael Jun 150 acres, 0 horses, 0 cows 

Michael Sen 100 acres, 30 clear, 1 horse, 3 cows 

Thomas 150 acres, 3 clear, 0 horse, 1 cow 

John 150 acres warrant 

Joseph 100 acres improvements 

Michael 100 acres improvements 

Michael Jun 200 acres improvement 

Thomas 150 acres improvement 

William 200 acres improvement 

John 150 acres warrant 

Joseph 100 acres improvements 
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Bedford Greenfield Michael Non Resident 

Bedford Greenfield Michael Jun 150 acres improvement 

Bedford Greenfield Michael Sen 100 acres warrant 

Bedford Greenfield William 200 acres improvement 

1808Bedford Greenfield John 147 acre Patent Farmer 

Bedford Greenfield Joseph No acres listed 1 horse 1 cow 

Bedford Greenfield Micahel 140 acre patent Farmer 

Bedford Greenfield Michael 100 acre improvement Farmer 

Bedford Greenfield Thomas 150 acres improvement Farmer 

Bedford Greenfield William 200 acres improvement Farmer 

1809Bedford Greenfield John 

Bedford Greenfield Joseph 

Bedford Greenfield Michael 

Bedford Greenfield Michael 

Bedford Greenfield Michael Non Resident 

Bedford Greenfield Thomas 

Bedford Greenfield William 

1810Bedford Greenfield Capt Michael 

Bedford Greenfield John 

Bedford Greenfield John Single Freeman 

Bedford Greenfield Joseph 

Bedford Greenfield Michael 

Bedford Greenfield Michael 

Bedford Greenfield Thomas 

Bedford Greenfield William 

1811Bedford Greenfield Capt Michael 50 acre Patent 
Bedford Greenfield John Single Freeman 

Bedford Greenfield John (younger) 160 acres improvements 
Bedford Greenfield John Sen 150 acres patent 

Bedford Greenfield Joseph 150 acre warrant 

Bedford Greenfield Michael 170 acre patent 

Bedford Greenfield Thomas 150 acres improvements 

Bedford Greenfield William 200 acres improvements 

1814Bedford Greenfield Capt Michael 50 patent 104 warrant 

Bedford Greenfield John 150 acres patent 

Bedford Greenfield John Census Returns Farmer Age 57 
Bedford Greenfield John Jun 160 acres 

Bedford Greenfield John Jun Census Returns Farmer Age 26 
Bedford Greenfield Joseph 300 acres warrant 

Bedford Greenfield Joseph Single Freeman 

Bedford Greenfield Joseph Census Returns Farmer & Shoemaker age 48 

Bedford Greenfield Joseph Jun Census Returns Farmer Age 21 

Bedford Greenfield Michael Census Returns Farmer Age 53 

Bedford Greenfield Thomas 150 acre warrant 

Bedford Greenfield Thomas Census Returns Farmer & Cooper age 68 


80 



Bedford Greenfield William 200 acres improvements 

Bedford Greenfield William Census Returns Farmer Age 37 

1817Bedford Greenfield John 1 horse 1 cow 

Bedford Greenfield Joseph 150 a improved 
Bedford Greenfield Joseph 

Bedford Greenfield Michael 155 acres Patent 260 acres improved 

Bedford Greenfield Thomas 150 acres improved 

Bedford Greenfield William 400 acres Improved 

1820Bedford Greenfield Jno of Michael - labour 

Bedford Greenfield John 104 a patent Schoolmaster 

Bedford Greenfield Joseph of Thomas - farmer 

Bedford Greenfield Joseph 50 a of Michael - farmer 

Bedford Greenfield Joseph Sen 50 acres improved - Farmer 

Bedford Greenfield Micahel 151 a Patent 260 improved 

Bedford Greenfield Thomas 150 acres improved - farmer 

Bedford Greenfield Widow of John Dodson 


Bedford 

Greenfield 

William 

300 acres improved - farmer 

1823 Bedford 

Greenfield 

John 104 patent 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

John Cpt Son 


Bedford 

Greenfield 

Joseph Capt son 100 a improved 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Joseph S 

1 cow 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Joseph Sen 

70 acres - shoemaker 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Michael Capt 

150 a patent 260 improved 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Nicholas 

Single Freeman 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Thomas 

150 a improved - Cooper 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Thomas 

Single Freeman 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

William 

300 acres improved 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

William 

Single Freeman 

1824 Bedford 

Greenfield 

John 


Bedford 

Greenfield 

John Capt Son 


Bedford 

Greenfield 

Joseph Capt son 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Joseph S 


Bedford 

Greenfield 

Joseph Sen 


Bedford 

Greenfield 

Michael Capt 


Bedford 

Greenfield 

Nicholas 

Single Freeman 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Thomas 


Bedford 

Greenfield 

William 


Bedford 

Greenfield 

William 

Single Freeman 

1825 Bedford 

Greenfield 

John 


Bedford 

Greenfield 

John Capt Son 


Bedford 

Greenfield 

Joseph Capt son 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Joseph S 


Bedford 

Greenfield 

Joseph Sen 


Bedford 

Greenfield 

Michael 


Bedford 

Greenfield 

Thomas 
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Bedford 

Greenfield 

William 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

William Single Freeman 

1826Bedford 

Greenfield 

John Capt Son 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Joseph Dr 40 a improved 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Joseph S 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Michael Capt 104 a patent 260 a improved for landlord 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Nicholas 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Thomas Jr 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Thomas Sr 204 a Improved 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Widow 104 a Warrant 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

William Single Freeman 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

William 300 a impr 129 impr for land lord 

1827Bedford 

Greenfield 

John Capt Son 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Joseph Capt son 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Joseph S 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Joseph Sr Moved to Indiana County, PA 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Michael Capt 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Nicholas Moved to Indiana County, PA 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Thomas Jr 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Thomas Sr 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

Widow 

Bedford 

Greenfield 

William 


Indiana County formed in 1803 from Lycoming and Westmoreland Counties; Cambria County 
was formed in 1804 from Huntingdon, Somerset and Bedford. 


1827 Indiana 

1829 Indiana 

1830 Cambria 

1830 Indiana 

1831 Indiana 

1832 Indiana 

1833 Indiana 

1836 Indiana 

1837 Indiana 

1838 Indiana 

1838 Indiana 

1839 Indiana 

1841 Indiana 

1842 Indiana 

1843 Indiana 
1846 Indiana 


Blacklick 

Blacklick 

Allegheny 

Blacklick 

Blacklick 

Blacklick 

Blacklick 

Blacklick 

Mahoning 

Blacklick 

Mahoning 

Mahoning 

Mahoning 

Mahoning 

Mahoning 

W Mahoning 


Nicholas Only Dodson on List 

John, Michael, William single freeman and Richard 

Andrew, Richard, Samuel and William 

John, Michael, Nicholas, and William 

John, Michael Removed, Nicholas and William 

James, John, Nicholas and William 

Elisabeth, James, John, William blacksmith 

James, John and William, blacksmith. 

Richard, Richard Sr. and William 
Nicholas Only Dodson on List 

Joseph, Richard, Richard Sr. and William 
Joseph, Richard Sr., and William 
Joseph, Richard, Richard Sr., and William 
Joseph, Richard E, Richard Sr., William, blacksmith 
Joseph, Richard E, Richard Sr., William Removed 
Richard 


Early Dodsons of Fayette County Pennsylvania 
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Joseph Dodson (ca 1737 - after 1820) is believed to be a son of Thomas Dodson of Chester 
County, PA. A Joseph is showing in Chester County records between 1765 to 1769. He is first 
showing with 20 acres in East Nantmeal Township in 1765 and 1766 and is a shoemaker. In 
1769 he is showing in Coventry township with 100 acres, but that same year he is listed as 
"absconded". He cannot be the same Joseph who is found later in Bedford County, said to be a 
son of Michael, due to the large difference in ages. This Joseph was born about 1737 and 
married a Catherine Plain said to have been bom in Coventry Township in Chester County, 
Pennsylvania. Their relationship is shown in a will of Catherine's brother William Plain, written 
4 June 1788 and recorded 16 Aug 1788, which he names his sister Catherine Plain, married to 
Joseph Dodson. He also names three of her children: Mary, Daniel and Rebecca Dodson. This 
Joseph Dodson family also lived about 10 miles east of Frederick Maryland, about 10 miles 
south of Taneytown, and about 5 miles southwest of Union Bridge, Maryland. It appears that the 
Plain and Dodson land adjoined each other. This was also the area where Michael Dodson from 
Chester county, Pennsylvania lived. 

Joseph and Catherine's children are said to be Mary, Anna, Esther, William, Daniel, Rebecca and 
Hannah Dodson, probably born between about 1769 and 1782, probably all born in Maryland. 
There is a record of a marriage license for Mary Dodson and John Brightwell recorded 31 
December 1784 in Frederick County, Maryland. Anna Dodson is said to have married Phillip 
Price. Esther Dodson married Robert Farquhar 12 May 1789 (Pipe Creek Monthly Meeting 
Notes). Robert is named in his father's will in Fayette County, Pennsylvania. The Farquhars 
were early settlers of the Union Bridge area of Maryland, about 5 miles from the Dodsons. . 
Many family members migrated to Fayette County before 1800. 

There is a William Dodson listed on the Washington County MD census in 1790. Washington 
County was formed from Frederick. A William Dodson is also showing in Frederick County in 
Frederick Town in a 1796 census index and the same year regarding an election There is a 
William Dodson in Fayette County Pennsylvania tax list in Dunbar Township in 1799. 

Daniel Dodson is mentioned in a write-up about his son David who was born in Fayette County, 
Pennsylvania noting that David is "a son of Daniel and Mary (Sutton) Dotson, the father a native 
of Maryland, and the mother of New Jersey. In their younger years the parents removed to 
Pennsylvania, where they were married, and eight children were born to them, six of whom lived 
to be adults, and two are yet living". 

Rebecca Dodson married a Henry Shingle and they were parents of 9 children. Hannah Dodson 
married Nathaniel S Stephens April 1799 in Washington Township, Fayette County 
Pennsylvania. 


Census Records: 

1800 - Joseph Dodson is listed on the Fayette County Pennsylvania, Washington Township 
census and is over 45. Robert Farquhar is also there. A William Dodson shows on the 1799 tax 
list for Dunbar Township with no acres and no livestock, and also as over age 45 (born 1755 or 
before) in the 1800 census for Fayette County in Dunbar Township. There are records of 
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several William Dodsons who migrated from Maryland to Pennsylvania, so it's hard to determine 
their relationships to other Dodsons. There is a William Dodson in the 1790 census of 
Huntingdon County PA with 2 males 0 to 16 and 1 male over 16 and 2 females. And a William 
Dodson in the 1800 Census in Somerset County in Cambria Township born 1755 to 1774. In 
1814 a William Dodson is listed as a farmer, age 37, in Greenfield Township in Bedford County, 
PA. More research needs to be done to correctly identify the William Dodsons who have 
Maryland and Pennsylvania connections. 

1810 Fayette County Census Washington Township 
Joseph Dodson - over 45 

John Brightwell - over 45 married to Mary Dodson 
Robert Farquhar - over 45 married to Esther Dodson 
Nathaniel Stephens - over 45 married to Hannah Dodson 
Daniel Dodson age 26 to 44 - Joseph and Catherine Dodson's son 

1820 Fayette County Census Washington Township 

Joseph Dodson over 45 

John Brightwell over 45 

Nathaniel Stephens over 45 

Robert Farquhar over 45 - weaver 

1830 Fayette County Census Washington Township 
Joseph Dodson is not there, 

John Brightwell age 70 to 80 
Nathaniel Stephens age 40 to 50 

Robert Farquhar (son of Robert and Esther Dodson Farquhar) - Robert Sr died 1822 


Dodsons and Dotsons in Military Records 


Prior to the Revolutionary War - there are records of Dodson or Dotson men serving at the time 

of the French and Indian War and Dunmore's War. 
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1755 Aug 21 Enlistment William Dotson 5'9" age 24 born in Virginia, Farmer - Listed on a 
return of the 2nd Company of Rangers, Commanded by Captain John Ashby and Report dated 
21 Oct 1755. 


1756 May 22 Enlistment William Dodson, 57" age 22 born Chester, Pennsylvania, carpenter, 
brown complexion, short, well set, slow in speech. 

1756 July 13 William Dodson - listed as one of those helping to build Fort Loudoun at 
Winchester, Virginia. During the French and Indian War, George Washington formed a company 
of artificers under Captain William Peachy with more than a hundred men to work on the 
building of the fort near the town of Winchester in Frederick County, Virginia, where 
Washington was headquartered. George Mercer later had a command at Fort Loudoun. 

1756 Aug 2 William Dodson on roll of Capt William Peachy, Fort Cumberland, MD 

1756 Aug 14 William Dodson on roll of Capt William Peachy, Fort Cumberland, MD 

1756 Aug 21 William Dodson on roll of Capt William Peachy, Fort Cumberland, MD 

1756 Aug 26 William Dodson from Pennsylvania, Chester County, age 22, 5 feet 7 inches. In 
Capt George Mercer's Company; trade carpenter. 

1756 Aug 29 William Dodson on roll of Capt William Peachy, Fort Cumberland, MD 

1756 Sept 2 William Dodson deserted. Weekly return of Captain George Mercer's Company, 
Winchester, VA. reported 6 Sept 1756. 

1757 October 21 William Dodson on return of Captain John Ashby 2nd Company of Rangers - 
enlistment date showing as 21 Aug 1755 

1757 November 28 Richard Dodson age 25, born in Pennsylvania, enlisted for three years. Also 

1758 March and April Muster Rolls - Captain John Weatherholt, stationed in Heyldelburg 
township, Northampton County, PA 

1760 January 24 Richard Dodson was in Capt Wetheroldt’s Company, serving at Ft Bedford 
under Lt. Col Joseph Shippen 

1774 Lord Dunmore's War - Richard Dodson/Dotson was on payroll at Pittsburgh Pennsylvania 
on Capt Samuel Kinkade's Roll 

Transcriptions of Revolutionary War Pension Applications 

If a soldier lived long enough to apply for a pension for his service in the Revolutionary War, 
the application itself provides details about his life, such as where he was living when he 
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enlisted, when and under whom he served during the war, and usually where he had lived after 
the war. Not all men survived to apply; some did not apply. The rules were changed by 
Congress so that sometimes there was a needs test, and a soldier had to prove financial need to 
be eligible. There are only a few Dodson/Dotson pension applications of record. After the 
soldier died, the widow could apply. Details about Qualifications for Pensions 

Other than the pension applications, muster rolls can also be a source proving service. However, 
many men served in local militias defending their counties, and rolls were not preserved. The 
following Dodson/Dotson men applied for pensions: 

Richard Dotson 1752 - 1847 

State of Virginia 
Tyler County to wit: 

On this 10th day of June 1833, personally appeared in open Court before Robert Gorrell; 

William Bond; John D. Wells; & James G. West, Justices of the Peace, constituting the County 
Court of Tyler County, now sitting. Richard Dotson, a resident of said County and State of 
Virginia, aged 81 years, who being first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the 
following declaration in order to obtain the benefits of the act of Congress passed June 7th, 1832, 
that he was born in Frederick County now Shenandoah County State of Virginia and continued 
to reside there until he was about 20 years of age, he then removed to Greene County State of 
Pennsylvania, that in the year 1774 he served a tour of duty under Lord Dunmore against the 
western Indians, that he marched to Fort Charlotte near the place where Chillicothe now stands, 
in the State of Ohio, from whence he returned to his place of residence in the State of 
Pennsylvania where he continued to live until after the close of the Revolutionary war, that in the 
spring of the year 1777 he entered the service of the United States as a volunteer Indian Spy 
under Captain John Minor and served six months of that year, that in the years 1778 & 79, he 
also served the United States six months each year as an Indian Spy under Captain John Minor 
entering the service in the spring and leaving in the fall, making in all he served as an Indian Spy 
the term of eighteen months or more that services consisted in watching movements of the 
Indians examining their trails and giving information of their approach to the settlements that he 
principally served in Greene and adjoining Counties, that his headquarters were at Jenkinses Fort 
in said County of Greene and Jarard Fort about three miles from the former that the said Captain 
John Minor was the commandant of these stations, that in the summer of 1777 or 8 he and four 
of his companions had a sk ir mish with about the same number of Indians, that one of his party 
(to wit) John Nichols was killed and one of the Indians was also killed by Richard Hall. This 
sk ir mish took place near Jarard Fort on Big Whitely and that he has no recollection of having 
received a discharge. He further says that after the close of the Revolution he returned to 
Shenandoah County, Virginia after remaining there a few years (the precise number he cannot 
recollect) he removed to Landon (Loudon) County, Virginia and continued there about two 
years, from Landon (Loudon) he removed to Hampshire Co., Va, where he lived about six years 
from thence he removed to Wood Co, Va, since which time he has continued to reside alternately 
in Wood and Tyler Counties until the present time that he now lives in said County of Tyler. He 
further says he has a record of his age and that he was born on the 23rd day of October 1752. 
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He hereby relinquishes every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and 
declares that his name is not on the pension roll of the agency of any state. 

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 

His Mark X Richard Dotson 

Notes: John Ripley, a clergyman and William Wells certified that they were well acquainted with 
Richard Dotson and were of the opinion that he was a soldier. 

Ann Reddick said in support of Richard's application that she was 95 and that she lived in 1777, 
1778 and 9 in Greene County, PA during which time she was well acquainted with Richard 
Dotson and that he served as an Indian Spy. She also said that she and Dotson were frequent 
inmates of Jenkin's Fort at the same time. 

Thomas Dodson 1748 - 1825 

Virginia 

On this 25 Day of May 1818. Before me the subscriber or Judge of the general Court of Virginia 
appears Thomas Dodson age 70 years resident in the county of Shenandoah who being by me 
first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to 
obtain the provision enacted by the late act of Congress entitled "an act to provide for certain 
persons engaged in the ? and received service of the United States in the revolutionary war" that 
he the said Thomas enlisted in the year 1775 in the state of Pennsylvania in the company 
commanded by Captain Kelpnoss 2nd Regt Pennsylvania in the state of Pennsylvania, that he 
continued to serve in the said corps or in the service of the United States Until the year 1783 
(note: document states 1783, but believe correct date is 1781 as is stated in 1820) when he was 
discharged from service in Philadelphia state of Penn. That he was in the battles of Brandywine, 
Germantown & Monmouth and that he is in reduced circumstances and stand in need of the 
assistance of his country for support, and that he has no other evidence now in his power of his 

said services except the affidavit now enclosed sworn to and declared before me the day_ 

aforesaid. 

Signed H(?) Holmes 

I H Holmes Judge as aforesaid do hereby certify that it appears to my satisfaction that the said 
Thomas Dodson did serve and in the revolutionary war against the common enemy and that he is 
in reduced circumstances and stands in need of the asked support as stated in the preceding 

declaration, and I now transmit the proceedings and testimony taken and_before us to the 

secretary for the department of war pursuant to the directions of the aforementioned act of 
Congress. 

Under my hand and the seal of the county court of Shenandoah the 25th May 1818 
Signed H(?) Holmes 
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State of Virginia Shenandoah County 


On this 13th day of June 1820 personally appeared in open Court being a Court of record in the 
said County Thomas Dodson aged 72 years and six month resident in the said County who being 
first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath declare that he served in the revolutionary war 
as follows. That he enlisted for the term of one year on the day of 1775 (the month and day not 

recollected_in the fall of the year) in the state of Pennsylvania in the Company commanded by 

Capt Caleb North in the Reg. commanded by Col Anthony Wayne in the line of the state of 

Pennsylvania on the__ (not known) continental establishment that he served this first tour and 

again enlisted for the term of three years in the state of Pennsylvania in the company commanded 
by Capt John Christie in the Regiment commanded by Colonel Johnson in the times above 
mentioned on the continental establishment, that he served this second tour again enlisted in the 
said state for or during the War in the Company commanded by Captain John Christie in the 
Regiment commanded by (the Colonel's name not recollected) in the said line and on the 
Continental Establishment, that he served the last tour (making in and about 6 years in the whole 
to the best of my recollection and was discharged in the year 1781 (some time in the fall) in the 
City of Philadelphia state of Pennsylvania. The original declaration dated May 25 one thousand 
eight hundred and eighteen and the number of the certificate 5805. 

And I do solemnly swear that I was a resident citizen of the United States on the 18th day of 
March 1818 and that I have not since that time by gift or sale or in any manner disposed of my 
property or any part thereof with intent thereby so to diminish it or to bring myself within the 
provisions of an act of Congress entitled "an act to provide for certain person engaged in the 
Land and naval Service of the United States in the revolutionary war "passed on the 18th day of 

March 1818 and that I have_person in that for me any property or securities contracts or 

debts due to me nor have I any income other than what is contained in the schedule hereto ._ 

and by me subscribed. 

Schedule: Due me between $20 & $30 in trust (a part of my pension) and one cow valued @ $12 
Signed Thomas Dodson 

My original occupation was that of a blacksmith but by age, disease and misfortunes of body I 
have been unable to pursue it. I myself comprise the whole of my family there are none of my 
children residing with me. 

Signed 

Sworn to and declared the 13th day of June 1820 in open Court. 

A Copy Test. P Williams 

Thomas Dodson appears on several muster rolls for the 5th Pennsylvania Regiment. He 
apparently signed with his signature rather than a mark as can be seen on this list of payments for 
service in the month of February 1779 in Capt. John Christy's company. Thomas Dodson began 
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receiving pension payments of $8 per month in 1818, paid twice yearly, until his death in 1825. 
List of all pension payments. 

William Dodson 1758 - 1840 

State of Kentucky, Nelson County 

See copy of muster roll and discharge March 1778 for William Dotson. William Dodson on the 
roll of Captain John Spotswood in the Company of the 10th VA Regt. commanded by Col. 
Edward Stephens, September 1777 

On this 14th day January 1833 personally appeared in open court, before the justices of the 
Nelson County Court now sitting, William 

Dodson a resident of the said county and state aforesaid aged Seventy 74 years and being duly 
sworne according to Law doth on his oath 

make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the act of Congress passed June 
7, 1832. 

That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers and served as 
herein stated. That he enlisted in the Eight Virginia Rifle Regiment, he thinks in the month of 
February in the year 1776 for the term of two years; that at the time he entered the service he was 
a resident of Shenandoah County Virginia; that he served two years and two months and two 
months over the time enlisted for when he was discharged at the Valley Forge by Gen. Scott. 
That he was commanded by Colonel Muchlenburg & Roman(?) and in the company of Capt 
Richard Campbell. That after his enlistment they started from Stevens(?) Town and went to 
Williamsburg from thence to Suffolk & Norfolk, from thence to Tanberry (?) & Hillsburg (?), 
through N. Carolina, to Cambliss(?) to Charlestown and to Savannah, to Sansberry and there we 
were stationed & Ge. Lee was commander in ? We then returned to the North and wintered at the 
Valley Forge. That he was in the engagement at Brandywine & also at German Town. At the 
first place Gen Scott commanded, at the last he does not recollect who commanded; Gen Scott 
however was there. 

I do hereby relinquish every claim whatever to a pension or annuity except the present and 
declare that my name is not on the Pension Roll of the Agency of any State. 

Interrogatories propounded by the Court. 

1. Where and in what year were you born? Ans. I was born in Shenandoah county on the 
Shenandoah River Virginia on the 29 of March 1758 

2. Have you any record of your age? Ans. I have none. 

3. Where were you living when called into service, where have you lived since the Revolutionary 
war and where do you now live? 
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Ans. In Shenandoah County. I moved from there moved to Kentucky and have lived in Nelson 
County of said state until the present time. 

4. How were you called into service, were you drafted, did you volunteer or were you a substitue 
and if a substitute for whom? Ans. I volunteered. 

5. State some of the Regular officers who were with the troops where you served; such 
continental and Militia regiments as you can recollect and the general circumstances of your 
service. 

Ans. I have stated all I know or can now recollect in this declaration. 

6. Did you ever receive a discharge from the service and if so, by whom was it given and what 
has become of it? 

Ans. I received my discharge from Gen. Scott but it is lost. 

7. State the names of persons to whom you are known in your present neighbourhood and who 
can testify to your character for veracity and 

good behavior, your services as a soldier of the Revolution. 

Ans. Thomas Duncan - Thomas Linthicum 

Subscribed and sworn to the date aforesaid. 

Wm X (his mark) Dodson 

We Thomas Duncan and Thomas Linthicum residing in Nelson County State of Kentucky, 
hereby certify that we are well acquainted with 

William Dodson who has subscribed and sworn to the foregoing declare and believe that he is 74 
years of age and that he is reputed and 
believed to be a man of good character. 

Thomas Duncan 
Thos Linthicum 

(There is another declaration of William Combs taken on the sixth of December 1832 in 
Flemingsburg, Fleming County Kty - but the entire 

statement is crossed through. This statement adds some other information such as "he served the 
term of within a few days when he 

as discharged on account of sickness at the Valley forge by Gen Scott etc.) 

State of Kentucky Nelson County 

At a County Court held for said County at the Courthouse in Bardstown (?) on the 14th day of 
January 1833 
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William Dodson a citizen of this County presented in Court his petition and application for a 
pension under an act of Congress of the 9th of June 1832 which being sworn to is ordered to be 
certified, also the certificate thereon and (?) of Thomas Duncan and Thomas Linthicum is sworn 
to and ordered to be certified and the said Court do hereby declare their opinion after the 
investigation of the matter and after putting the Interrogatories prescribed by the War 
Department that the above named applicant was a revolutionary soldier and served as he states, 
and the court further certified that it appears to them that Thomas Linthicum & Thomas Duncan 
citizens in said County and are creditable persons and their statement is reliable to (?) 

I Nathaniel Wickliffe Clerk of the County Court for the said County of Nelson in the state of 
Kentucky aforesaid do hereby certify that the above contains the copy of the original proceedings 
in the matter of the application of William Dodson for a Pension. 

In Testimony whereof I have herewith set my and seal of office this 15th day of January 1833 

(Signed) Nath. Wickliffe 

John Dodson 1751 - 1838 

State of Tennessee 
Hawkins County 

On this 28th day of November 1832 personally appeared in open court before the Justices of the 

court of pleas and greater__ for said county, now sitting John Dodson a resident of said 

county aged about eighty years, who being first duly sworn according to law doth on his oath 

make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefits of the act of Congress_June 

7th 1832. 

That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers and served as 
herein stated. That he was born in the state of Virginia at a place near Staunton River, (he cannot 
recollect the name of the county) in the year 1751 or 1752 - that afterwards his father moved into 
the county of Shenandoah Virginia and in the year 1775 about the 1st of July in that year he 
entered the service of the United States under Captain Cravens as a volunteer and was marched 
by said Captain with his company against the Shawnee Indians - to the West Fall station in 
Tigert Valley on the river of that name which is now called Greenbrier county, on Western 
Virginia and that this declarant remained at said station guarding the frontiers for the term of 
three months, and about the first of October 1775 he returned home to Shenandoah. He cannot 
say whether he got a discharge or not, but he thinks at that time it was not common with the 
militia officers to give written discharges. He furthermore states that Captain Cravens company 
was the only one doing duty at said station at the time this declarant was in service as above 
stated. Declarant further states that again about the first of April in the year 1779 he entered as a 
spy under Captain Joseph Wilson for three months in what is now called Greene county in the 
state of Tennessee on the waters of Nolichucky when this declarant then resided (having 
removed from Virginia to the above place then resided in Tennessee ever since), which at that 
time was under the Government of South Carolina and this declarant continued to serve as an 
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Indian spy in what is now called the counties of Greene and Washington that being his bounds 
until about the first of July in the year 1779 when his requirement expired. 

Again declarant states that in the month of August in the year 1779, he entered the said service of 
the United States under Col. John Sevier, the day he cannot state, as a volunteer and under 

Captain Lando Castor, declarant then residing on the waters of Nolichucky__on Lick Creek a 

branch of Nolichucky were thence marched to Big Creek, the Spies which_up Long Creek 

being fired upon by the Indians returned to the army on Long Creek. The next morning they were 

marched up Long Creek and __French_out encamped on Boyd's creek and the next day the 

guard under Capt Stinton marched up Boyd's Creek and about three miles distant discovered the 
Indian encampment. About three quarters of a mile from their camp the enemy fired upon the 
advance guard_from an ambuscade. 

The advance guard returned the fire and retreated to the main body. The Army was then formed 
into three divisions, commanded, severally by Col Sevier Major Walton and Major Tifton, and 
marched on until they reached Cedar Spring. Then they had a sk ir mish with the Indians, whom 
they compelled to retreat into a swap leaving behind them about twenty eight killed. The troops 
were then marched back to the great Island in French broad River and remained there until 

_joined them, with their_. The whole Army then amounting to between five and 

six hundred men, marched on to the__ then to Lick River, to__ to nine Mile Creek to 

Tennessee River which they crossed at the __ford, and into the town of Timotha (?), thence to 

Tilling (?) then to the waters of (?) and thence to the town of (?) where one of the spies shot one 
Indian. The Army then marched to the Chickamauga on Lookout Towns where they encamped. 

After next day marched in the_where they took some Negroes, on Squaw and children and a 

Captain Rogers. . . . (More of the same type of information). . . discharged latter part of Dec 
1782. 

Signed with his mark - John Dodson 

Also appeared George Mooney, aged about 64 years, a resident of Hawkins County and made 
oath he was acquainted with John Dodson since the fall of 1781 and was then a resident on 
Nolichucky River, now Greene County. 

Michael Dodson 1751 - 1830 

Huntington County Pennsylvania 
7th day of April 1819 

Before me the subscriber an associate Judge of the Court personally appeared Michael Dotson 
residing in Greenfield Township Bedford County in said District who being by me first duly 
sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the 
provision made by the late act of Congress 'entitled' "An act to provide for certain persons 
engaged in the land and naval service of the United States in the Revolutionary War" that he the 
said Michael Dotson, in the year 1776 enlisted for 6 months with Captain Jacob Good in Taney 
Town Maryland and march with said Jacob Good to the North war that he was in sundry 
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skirmishes _the term of his enlistment and was honorably discharged at Philadelphia and 

returned home. Then enlisted the 20th day of April 1777 in Taney Town aforesaid with Ensign 
John Hamilton and marched to Baltimore and was then placed under the command of Captain 
Lancaster (?) thence marched to Wilmington & composed part of the 4th Maryland Regiment 
commanded by Col Josiah(?) C Hall in the Maryland line on the continental establish!?) that he 
continued to serve in said Regiment in the service of the United States until the 20th day of April 
1778 when the term of his enlistment having expired he was discharged at Trenton New Jersey. 
That he was in the battles of Brandywine, German Town, White Plains besides many sk ir mishes 
with the enemy. That his said discharge he now has in his possession and is annexed to this his 
affidavit. That he is in reduced circumstances in life and stands in need of the assistance of this 
Country for support and that he has no other evidence in his possession except an acct. of his 
clothing drawn while a soldier aforesaid and a pay (?) which he also forwards with his 
declaration. 

Signed Michael (X his Mark) Dodson 

Jacob Warsham (?) reputable citizen of Bedford County being duly sworn deposeth and saith that 
he is well acquainted with Michael Dotson the applicant above named. That his is a man of truth, 
and that he is entitled to full and (?) on his oath or otherwise & that his circumstances are 
reduced and that he stands in need of the assistance of his Country for support. Signed 7 April 
1819 

Esau Dodson 

The State of Mississippi Claiborne County: Circuit Court October Term 1832 

On this first day of October 1832 personally appeared in open Court before Alexander 
Montgomery Judge of the Circuit Court of Claiborne County now sitting Esau Dotson a resident 
of said Claiborne County and State of Mississippi aged about seventy-eight years who being first 
duly sworn according to law doth on his oath make the following declaration in order to obtain 
the benefit of the Act of Congress passed June 7th 1832. 

That he entered the service of the United States under the following named officers and served as 
herein stated. He was drafted in the year 1779 in the North Carolina Militia in Guilford County 
and State of North Carolina in the company commanded by Captain Absalom Bostick. That the 
Regiment to which he was attached was commanded by Colonel Alexander. That General 
Rutherford was the Commanding General of the North Carolina Militia. That he was drafted for 

three months and served his time out, but did not receive any written discharge_That he was in 

the Battle in which General Gates was defeated and was wounded three times and that Battle. 
That General De Calb was in the same battle commanding Regulars and was taken prisoner after 
being wounded many times and soon after died and was buried in Camden South Carolina. That 
he was also drafted in Henry County and State of Virginia in the year 1781 for the term of five 

months. That Captain Rubels commanded the Company to which he was attached _ and 

Colonel Calaway the Regiment _ That he was marched to Little York and was under the 

Regular Officers, General Washington being Commander in Chief. That the Militia were 
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engaged in building fortifications: that he was in no battles during that time; that he received a 
written discharge when his term of Service was out, that the same has been lost by time or 

accident_That he has no Documentary evidence and that he knows of no person now living by 

whom he can prove said service. 

He hereby relinquishes every claim whatsoever to a Pension or annuity except the present and 
declares that his name is not on the Pension Roll of the agency of any State. 

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid in Open Court. First of October 1832. 

S/ P. A. Vandorn, Clk S/ Esau Dotson, X his mark 

Caleb Dodson made application for a Revolutionary War pension on 25 Sept 1832 in Halifax 
County VA, age 81, but application was rejected. 

Widow Lucy Dodson, widow of George Dodson, made application in Pittsylvania County VA 
for pension for her husband's service in a company of the Pittsylvania Militia. 

Thomas Dodson of NC - Application for bounty land rejected "because his service does not 
appear of record in this office" (pension office). 

William Dotson NC - application by former widow Zilphia Crawford Dotson Bartley 16 Jan 
1855 in Chatham County, GA who stated William served in the militia of NC and part time SC. 
She said they were married 13 Nov 1830 and that he died 8 Nov 1839 in Chatham County, GA. 
In file is letter from NC Comptroller's office showing pay record for William Dotson for 
Revolutionary Service. 

Revolutionary War 1775 to 1783 

The following is an alpha index of records of some Dodsons and Dotsons who served in some 
capacity in the Revolutionary War. Practically all served as privates. Below this listing are 
some of the same men and other men with more details about their service from a variety of 
sources. 

Location _ Surname _ Given Name Date Event Company or Regiment _ Details 


No Carolina 

Dodson 

Charles 

1777 

Muster Roll 

1st NC Battalion Capt James Read 

No Carolina 

Dodson 

Charles 

1778 

Muster Roll 

1st NC Battalion Col Thomas Clear 

No Carolina 

Dodson 

Charles 

1783 

Land Grant 

Private 640 acres 

No Carolina 

Dodson 

Charles 

1796 

Land Grant 

Private 247 acres 

No Carolina 

Dodson 

Charles 

1796 

Land Grant 

Private 640 acres 

No Carolina 

Dodson 

Charles 



4th NC Regiment 

No Carolina 

Dodson 

Esau 

1779 

Drafted served 3 months Also drafted 178f in Henry VA 5 mo 

Virginia Dotson 

Greenham 

1777 

Died 

6th VA Regiment Col James Hendrix 

Pennsylvania 

Dodson 

James 

1780 

Enlisted 6th Bn, 1st Class Nov - Capt Adam Stahler; disch. 1781 

Pennsylvania 

Dotzen 

James 

1783 

Discharged 

Militia Northampton County PA-also 1784 

Virginia Dodson 

Joel 


1777 

Enlisted 6th VA Regiment Lt Col James Hendricks - Month of May 

Maryland 

Dodson 

John 

1778 

Enlisted 

Discharged 11 June 1778 

No Carolina 

Dodson 

John 

1785 

Land Grant 

Private 
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Pennsylvania Dotson John 1779 Fine 5th Bn, 3rd Company Bucks County-non attendance 

Pennsylvania Dotson John 1780 Fine 4th Battalion Bucks County-non attendance fine 

Pennsylvania Dodson John 1781 Enlisted 2nd Bn Chester County Lt Col Thomas Bull - Sept 

Pennsylvania Dodson John 1791 Certificate Chester County Militia Certificate issued 1791 

Virginia Dodson John 1779 Enlisted Spy Capt Joseph Wilson 

No Carolina Dotson Joseph 1776 Captain Surry; French Broad River against Cherokees Col. 

Joseph Williams 

Maryland Dodson Michael 1777 Enlisted 4th MD Regimnt Cpt Jacob Good; Disch 1778 

No Carolina Dodson Reuben Enlisted One Year 

Pennsylvania Dodson Richard 1775 Soldier Northhampton Militia Penn Company-May 22 

Pennsylvania Dotson Richard 1781 Enlisted 6th Co, 1st Bn Wash. Co. Discharge 1783 

Pennsylvania Dotson Richard 1784 Washington County 2nd Sgt Capt Guthrey's Class Roll 

Virginia Dotson Richard 1777 Indian Spy SW Pennsylvania Capt John Minor; also 1778 and 1779 

Pennsylvania Dodson Samuel 1775 3rd Class Northumberland county 2nd Co, 6th Bn Capt Wm Moyer 

Pennsylvania Dodson Samuel 1778 Muster Roll 5th PA Regiment Cpt Wm Oldham's Co. - April muster 

Pennsylvania Dodson Samuel 1780 Roll Northhampton Militia 6th Bn, 2nd Co Capt Wm Moyer Oct 26 

Virginia Dodson Samuel 1781 Enlisted Shenandoah Co Brigade Col Elias Edmonson; disch. 1781 

No Carolina Dodson Thomas Quarter Mast. Gen's Dept 

No Carolina Dodson Thomas Land Grant Rejected 

Pennsylvania Dodson Thomas 1775 Enlisted 2nd Regt Discharge 1781 Philadelphia, PA 

Pennsylvania Dodson Thomas 1777 Enlisted 8th Co, 1st Regmnt Capt North; age 31 

Pennsylvania Dodson Thomas 1781 Certificate 5th Regiment 

Virginia Dodson Thomas 1777 15 Sept Montgomery County Capt Daniel Triggs Company 

Pennsylvania Dodson Thomas 1788 Land Grant Private Private; 200 acres 

Georgia Dodson Walter 1785 Soldier 

Maryland Dodson William 1778 Enlisted 7th MD Regimnt Col. Jno. Gunby; Disch 1779 

No Carolina Dodson William 1777 Expedition Against Cherokees General Rutherford; Surry County 

Virginia Dodson William 1777 15 Sept Montgomery County Capt Daniel Triggs Company 

Virginia Dodson William 1776 Enlisted 8th VA Rifle Regiment Capt Richard Campbell - February 

Virginia Dodson William 1777 Enlisted 10th VA RegimentCol Edward Stephens - September 

Georgia Dodson William Jr 1785 Soldier 

Georgia Dodson William Sr 1785 Soldier 

Charles Dodson on the roll of Captain James Read in the Company of the 1st NC Battalion 
commanded by Col. Thomas Clark, September 8, 1778 

Joel Dodson on payroll of Captain Alexander Rose(?) in the Company of the 6th Virginia 
Regiment commanded by Lt. Col. James Hendricks, May 1777 

From the Pennsylvania Archives 

Associators were volunteers who comprised the Military Association, a civilian reserve designed 
to repel any invasion of Pennsylvania until the collapse of the Association in the winter of 1776- 
1777. The Pennsylvania Militia was organized under an Act of the Assembly of March 17, 1777 
that required compulsory enrollment by constables of all able-bodied white males between the 
ages of 18 and 53 to repel invaders. The "Flying Camps" were special battalions of Pennsylvania 
Line troops recruited from the Pennsylvania Associators. Rangers were soldiers who served long 
periods of enlistment to protect the frontier against Indian incursions. Entries for Depreciation 
Pay Certificates apply to soldiers who served 1777-1780 when the currency was depreciating and 
were paid in Continental Bills of Credit that quickly lost value. To compensate for such 
depreciation, each soldier of the Pennsylvania Line who remained in service in 1781 was 
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awarded a substantial sum in Depreciation Pay Certificates which were both interest bearing and 
negotiable. In addition, at the end of the war arrears and allowances due were met by issuing to 
each soldier still in service a number of interest-bearing final settlements called Pierce's 
Certificates (named after the paymaster who dispensed them). 


Military Accounts: Militia, Records of the Comptroller General 

The Basic Record Does Not Prove Active Duty 

Dotson, Sam'l 

Northampton County, 6th Battalion 
2nd Company - Capt Wm Moyer, 3rd Class 
General Roll 
Oct 26, 1780 

Dotson, John 

Bucks County, 5th Battalion 
3rd Company Bensalem Twp 
Uncollected non attendance Fines List 1779 
June 4, 1779 Muster fines (pounds) 19.10.0 

Dotson, John 

Bucks County, 4th Battalion 
Bensalem Township 
Incurred Oct. and Nov 1780 
Nonattendance Fines List (pounds) 13.10.0 

Dodson, John 

Chester County Militia 

Certificate 19424 Total (pounds) 1.11.6 

Certificate issued 14 July 1791 - Cancelled Certificate 

Dodson, James Rank Private 
Northampton County 
6th Bn, 1st Class 

Time of service Sept 26 - Nov 12 one month 16 days 
Capt Adam Stahler Commander Militia 
Substituted for by Phillip Krouss Sept 25 to Nov 12 
"in actual service on the fronteers" 

Muster Roll: November 12, 1781 

Dodson, James Rank Private 

Northampton County 

6th Bn., Lt Col. Henry Geiger, Class 6th 
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Time of Service Nov 15 1780 - Jan 4 1781, 1 month, 25 days 
Commander Capt Fred'k Sechler's Co 

In the service on the Frontiers of Northampton County. Served as a 
substitute for Christian Heilman. Co. M/R Fort Penn, Jan 5, 1781 

Dodson, Thomas Active Duty Line 
5th Regt. 

Amount Settled (pounds) 92.5.4 

Series Reading (24 March to 17 May 1781) 

Book A Register of Depreciation Certificates 

Dotson, Richd 
Serjt.2 

Washington County, 1st Battalion 
6th Company 
1781 - 1783 

From Maryland Archives and War of the American Revolution, 1775-83. Musters of 
Maryland Troops, Volume L : 

William Dodson - 30 Jun 1778 William Dodson present; Private; Enlisted in Gunby's for 9 
months June 13 1778; Sick in Flying Hospital September and October 1778; Discharged 30 
March 1779. 

From Muster Rolls: 9 Sep 1778 William Dodson appears with the rank of private on a roll of 
Capt Jonathan Morris's Company of the 7th Maryland Regiment Commanded by Col. Jno. 
Gunby. Roll dated White Plains. Engaged to serve 9 month term. In hospital. 

John Dodson - Private; Enlisted 5 February 1778 - discharged 11 June 1778. 

Michael Dodson - Private enlisted 20 April 1777; Corporal 1 November 1778; Discharged 20 
April 1880. 

1 Nov 1780 John Dodson present; William Dodson present 

From National Archives Microfilm Series T-515, Roll 15 

Dodson, Charles - 1st NC Regiment 
Dotson, Charles, Pvt - 1st SC Regiment 
Dodson, Charles, Pvt - 4th NC Regiment 
Dodson, Joel, Cpl - 6th VA Regiment 
Dodson, Michael - 4th MD Regiment 
Dodson, Thomas - Quarter Master General's Dept. 

Dodson, Thomas, Pvt - PA Regiment 
Dodson, Thomas, Pvt - 1st PA Regiment 
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Dodson, Thomas, Pvt - 2nd PA Regiment 
Dodson, Thomas, Pvt - 5th PA Regiment 
Dodson, William - 7th MD Regiment 
Dodson, William, Pvt - 10th VA Regiment 
Dotson, Greenham, Pvt - 6th VA Regiment 
Dotson, Samuel, Pvt - 5th PA Regiment 

Dotson, William, Pvt - 10th VA Regiment (original filed under Dodson, William) 

Roll of Capt. Read's Company 8 September 1778 of the 1st North Carolina Battalion, 
commanded by Col. Thomas Clear, (Book of Army Returns) 

No. 50 Charles Dodson, enlisted for one year 
No. 51 Reuben Dodson, enlisted for one year 

Roster of the Continental Line from North Carolina, 1783 (Original Muster and Payrolls 4th 
Regiment, Thomas Polk, Col.) 

15 May 1777 Dodson, Chas., Pvt, Col Phillips Co., enlisted for the war. 

Land Grants for Revolutionary War Service 

From: Revolutionary War bounty land grants: awarded by state governments by Lloyd DeWitt 
Bockstruck 

Dodson, Beletha. N.C. Private. 9 Feb 1796. 640 acres to heirs. 

Dodson, Charles. N.C. Private. 21 Oct 1783. 640 acres. 

Dodson, Charles. N.C. Private. 22 Dec 1796. 247 acres. 

Dodson, Charles. N.C. Private. 24 Dec 1796. 640 acres 
Dodson, John. N.C. Private. 22 Apr 1785. 274 acres 
Dodson, Thomas PA Private. 30 Dec 1788. 200 acres 
Dodson, Walter GA Soldier. 5 Aug 1785 
Dodson, William Jr GA Soldier. 5 Aug 1785 
Dodson, William SR GA Soldier. 5 Aug 1785 

More Revolutionary War Dodson Records from Several Sources 

Some may be duplicates of the above-named soldiers 

1775 May 22 Capt Richard Dodson was in Penn Company of Northampton PA Militia 

Samuel Dotson was showing in 1775 as 3rd class and in the 2nd Company of 6th Battalion of 
Northumberland County PA under Capt Wm Moyer 

July 20th, 1776 Maryland - Enrolled by Capt. Jacob Good, Lieut. John Battis Thompson, Lieut. 
John Ghiselin and Ensign John Smith. Reviewed and passed by Baker Johnson but Michael 
Dodson "did not appear at the review. I am informed they are able bodied and effective." B. 
Johnson. Michael Dodson is on a report of the names of the Revolutionary Pensioners which 
have been placed on the roll of Pennsylvania, under the law of the 18th of March, 1818, from the 
passage thereof to this day, inclusive, with the Rank they held, and the lines in which they served 
- Service in MD. 
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Greenham Dotson - Private in the 6th Virginia Regiment under Captain Nathaniel Fox's 
Company, commanded by Col. James Hendrix. Greenham is listed on a muster Roll May 1777 
to 16 June 1777. Notation: Dead 

July 1776 #15 William Dodson in General Rutherford's Expedition against the Cherokees: 
Ordered in to assemble 300 men form the Surry County Militia NC. 

1777 Thomas Dodson of PA Eighth Company, 1st Regiment: enlisted in Ticonderoga under 
Capt North - blacksmith - age 31 5 ft 9 inches Sandy Hair, Fair Complexion. 

1777 Sept 17 Capt Daniel Triggs Company Montgomery County, VA William Dodson and 
Thomas Dodson 

Samuel Dotson - Private, 5th Pennsylvania Regiment, Capt. William Oldham's Company 
commanded by Col. Francis Johnston; on Muster Roll April 1778 to May2, 1778. Deserted from 
Regiment between 2 May 1778 and 1 March 1779. 

James Dodson entered 6th Battalion of Northumberland County, PA 16 Nov 1780 to 4 Jan 
1781; also 26 Sep 1781 to 12 Nov 1781. 

Samuel Dodson - Private - Captain Linchfield Sharpe's Company of Shenandoah county VA, 
under the command of Col. Elias Edmondson; of General Stephen's Brigade, from 2 Aug until 5 
Oct., 1781. From: Virginia Soldiers compiled and edited by Louis A Burgess 

John Dodson served as a Private in the 1st Company- Capt Beatty in 2nd Battalion, Chester 
County PA Militia, commanded by Lt. Col. Thomas Bull, who are ordered on a tour of duty 
immediately, Sept 24, 1781. Pennsylvania Archives, 5th Series, Volume 5, page 536 

James Dotzen listed as discharged 1783/1784 from Northampton County PA militia 

1781 March 11 Milita men who marched to the assistance of Gen Green at Guilford Court house 
from Henry County VA. Hamon Critz's Company: 

Charles Dotson and William Dotson 

1784 Jan 4 2nd Sgt Richard Dotson Washington County PA - Hugh Johnson - Capt Jno. 
Guthrey’s Class Roll 

Robert Dodson grant of 2666 2/3 acres of land for three years of service as a signalman in the 
Virginia Navy. 

War of 1812 

From National Archives Microfilm -Published in "The Dodson (Dotson) Family of North Farnham Parish, Richmond County, Virginia: 
A History and Genealogy of Their Descendants, Volume Two", Williams and Lucas, 1988, Pages 1266 - 1270 
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Dodson, Caleb - widow Martha Dodson 
Service: Capt J. Sanford's Co., VA Militia 

Dodson, Edmund - widow Christiana Dodson 
Pvt in Capt Henry Lane's Co., GA Militia 
Enlisted 21 Nov 1814 Discharged: 6 May 1815 
Residence of Soldier 1851, 1855 Benton County, Alabama 
1870 Cleburne County AL, PO Edwardsville. 

Maiden name of widow: Christiana Powell 
Soldier's First wife: Rebecca Fuller 
Second wife: Elizabeth G 

Marriage of Soldier and Widow: 9 Aug 1873 Carrollton, Carroll Co, GA 
Death of Soldier: 10 Dec 1882, Cleburne Co., AL 
Death of Widow: Prior to April 4 1885 

Dodson, George - widow Polly Dodson 

Cpl. Capt Adam Vickery's Co, Ky Militia 

Residence of soldier: 1850, 1855 Randolph County, MO 

Residence of Widow: Randolph Co., MO 

Maiden Name of Widow: Polly Mathis 

First Wife: Sarah Hatfield 

Marriage of Soldier and Widow 1 Sept 1857, Randolph Co., MO 

Death of Soldier: 20 March 1865, Randolph Co., MO 

Death of Widow: about 1892 

Remarks: Soldier's Certificate of discharge on File 

Dodson, George W 

Capt James Anderson's Co, SC Militia 

Dodson, Green H or Greenham - widow Marcy Dodson 
Pvt Capt Reed's Co, Tennessee Militia 
Enlisted: 28 Jan 1814 Discharged: 28 April 1814 
Residence of Soldier: 1851, 1855 Giles County TN 
Residence of Widow 1871 Giles Co., TN; PO Pulaski 
Maiden Name of Widow: Mary Brooks 

Marriage of Soldier and Widow: Dec 1808 Carter's Creek, Maury Co., TN 
Death of Soldier: 3 Oct 1866; Giles Co., TN 

Dodson, Hightower 

Pvt Cpt. James McMahan's Company, Tennessee Militia 
Enlisted 28 Sept 1814 Discharged 27 April 1815 

Residence of soldier: 1853, 1855, 1871 Maury County, TN; PO Columbia 

Maiden Name of Wife: Sally Hanks 

Marriage of Soldier and Wife: July 1831 Maury Co., TN 
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Dodson, Hiram or Dotson, Hiram 
Pvt Lt. Thomas W Hawkins Co., 17 US Infantry 
Enlisted 12 Feb 1814 Discharged: 31 May 1815 
Residence of Soldier: Buchanan County, MO PO St. Joseph 
Maiden Name of wife: Rebecca (?) 

Marriage of Soldier and Wife: 27 Oct 1816, Louisville, KY 
Death of Soldier: about 1880 
Death of Wife: 24 March 1870 
Remarks: Discharge on file 

Dodson, Hugh H widow - Obedience Dodson 
Corp. Lt. John Adam's Co., VA Militia 
Enlisted 1 Sept 1814 Discharged: 17 Dec 1814 
Residence of Soldier: 1850, 1851 Pittsylvania Co., VA 
1871 Pittsylvania Co., VA PO Laurel Grove 
Residence of Widow 1878 - Laurel Grove, VA 
Maiden Name of Widow: Obedience Newbell 
Soldier's First Wife: Susan Morris 

Marriage of Soldier and Widow: 4 or 5 June 1871 Pittsylvania County VA 
Death of Soldier 15 Feb 1876 
Death of Widow 14 Jun 1897 
Remarks: Original discharge in brief 

Dodson, Jethro 

Capt James Lanier's Co, VA Militia 

Dodson, John - widow Sarah Dodson 

Corpl. Capt M. Fall's Co, KY Militia 

Enlisted 23 Aug 1812 Discharged: 23 March 1813 

Residence of Soldier 1851 1855 Adair co., MO 

Residence of Widow: 1879, 1880 Sullivan County, MO ; PO Pennville 

Maiden name of wife: Sarah Burnet 

Marriage of Soldier and wife: 25 Aug 1816, Wayne County, KY 
Death of Soldier: Nov 1868 Putnam Co., MO 
Death of Wife: 31 Jan 1885 

Dodson, Jordan - widow Mary Dodson 

Pvt. Capt James Reed's Co Giles Co. TN 

Enlisted 28 Jan 1814 Discharged: 28 April 1814 

Residence of Soldier 1851, 1855, 1871 Giles Co., TN; PO Pulaski 

Residence of Widow: 1872 Giles Co., TN; PO Pulaski 

Maiden Name of Widow: Mary Elton 

Marriage of Soldier and Widow: 21 Sept 1809, Maury Co., TN 
Death of Soldier 25 May 1871, Giles Co., TN 
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Dodson, Joseph 

Capt Edward's Co, KY Volunteers 

Dodson, Josiah - widow Hannah A Dodson 
Pvt Capt H Williams Co., VA Militia 
Enlisted 22 July 1814 Discharged: 18 Aug 1814 

Residence of Soldier: 1853, 1855 Marshall Co., VA 1871 PO Moundsville 

Residence of Widow: 1879 Lawrence Co., IN PO Mitchell 

Maiden Name of Widow: Hannah A Allen 

Marriage of Soldier and Widow: 28 March 1831 Ohio Co., VA 

Death of Soldier: 20 May 1880 Marshall Co., (W)VA 


Dodson, Lambert - widow Nancy Dodson 
Pvt. Capt John L Houser's Co, NC Militia 
Enlisted 28 Nov 1814 Discharged: 22 Feb 1815 
First Wife of Soldier: Patsy Dethridge 
Maiden Name of Widow: Nancy Groves 

Marriage of Soldier and Widow: 2 March 1828, Lawrence Co., IN 

Death of Soldier: 1 Oct 1838 

Death of Widow: 21 Aug 1888, Mitchell, IN 

Remarks: Soldier's Certificate of discharge in brief 

Dodson, Richard 

Capt John Benson's Co., SC Militia 

Dodson, Robert - widow Elizabeth Dodson 

Pvt Capt Thomas Miller's Co, KY Militia 

Enlisted: 21 Aug 1813 Discharged: 12 Nov 1813 

Residence of Soldier: 1852 Cumberland Co, KY 

Residence of Widow 1855, 1872 Cumberland Co., KY PO Burkesville 

Maiden Name of Widow: Elizabeth Smith 

Marriage of Soldier and Widow: 24 Dec 1812, Wayne County, KY 
Death of Soldier: 10 June 1854, Cumberland County, KY 

Dodson, Samuel 

Pvt Capt James Merriweather's Co., Georgia Militia 

Enlisted 23 Aug 1813 Discharged: 1 Mar 1814 

Residence of Soldier: 1850, 1851, 1855 Chattooga County, GA 

1871 Chattooga Co., GA, Dry Valley; PO Summerville 

Maiden Name of Wife: Rebecca Gardner 

Marriage of Soldier and wife: 16 Jun 1816, Jasper County, GA 

Remarks: Soldier alledges he served as a wagoner in the George Militia from 15 Oct 1814 to 1 
March 1815 
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Dodson, Samuel 

Pvt Capt. Joseph B. Bacon's Co, Tennessee Militia 

Enlisted: 13 Nov 1814 Discharged: 18 May 1815 

Residence of Soldier 1851, 1855, 1871 Claiborne Co, TN; PO Tazewell 

Maiden Name of Wife: Elliner Grisham 

Marriage of Soldier and Wife: Sept 1811, Claiborne Co., TN 

Death of Soldier: Prior to 5 Jan 1883 

Dodson, Stephen - widow Sarah Sympson Dodson 
Pvt Capt Nathaniel Terry's Company Virginia Militia 
Enlisted 1 Sept 1814 Discharged 17 Dec 1814 

Residence of Soldier 1850, 1855 Pittsylvania Co., VA 1872 Surry Co NC, PO Rusk 
Residence of Widow: 1878; Surry Co., NC; PO Rusk 
Soldier's First Wife: ? Massey 
Maiden Name of Widow: Sarah S Gill 

Marriage of Soldier and widow: 25 Dec 1833, Pittsylvania Co., VA 
Death of Soldier: 17 Aug 1873 Surry Co., NC 
Remarks: Soldier's Certificate of discharge in brief 

Dodson William C. - widow Judith Dodson 

Pvt Capt George Towne's Co., VA Militia 

Enlisted 1 Sept 1814 Discharged: 1 Dec 1814 

Residence of Soldier 1852, 1855 Patrick County VA 

Residence of Widow: 1878 Patrick Co., VA PO Sneed's Camp, Franklin Co. 

Maiden Name of widow: Judith Dickson or Dixon 

Marriage of Soldier and Widow: Aug 1818, Pittsylvania Co., VA 

Death of Soldier: 9 May 1861, Patrick Co., VA 

Death of Widow: about 1885 

Dodson, William 

Pvt., Capt Samuel Carter's Co., Virginia Militia 
Enlisted: 13 Aug 1814 Discharged 22 Feb 1815 

Residence of Soldier: 1851, 1855 Dickson Co., TN; 1871 Dickson Co, PO Charlotte 

Maiden Name of Wife: Catharine Davis 

Marriage of Soldier and Wife: 23 Sept 1819 Pittsylvania, VA 

Dodson, William 

1st Lt. Capt John Wilson's Co., Georgia Militia 
Enlisted 21 Nov 1814 Discharged: 8 March 1815 
Residence of Soldier 1850 1855 Flat Rock, Henry Co., GA 
1878 Rockdale Co., GA; PO Conyers 

Dotson, David - widow Nancy Dotson 
Pvt Capt John Jones' Co, KY Militia 
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Enlisted 17 Aug 1812 Discharged: 28 Dec 1812 

Residence of Soldier: 1851, 1855 Crawford County, IN; 1871 Crawford Co., IN: PO 
Leavenworth 

Residence of Widow: 1880 Leavenworth, IN 

Lirst Wife of Soldier: Nancy Young 

Maiden Name of Widow: Nancy Keyseecker 

Marriage of Soldier and Widow: 23 Jun 1816 Jefferson Co., KY 

Death of Soldier: 14 April 1880, Crawford Co., IN 

Death of Widow: 17 Nov 1882, Leavenworth, IN 

Dotson, Elisha - widow Ingaba Dotson 

Capt William Prince's Co VA Militia 

Enlisted: 16 Dec 1812 Discharged: 12 April 1813 

Residence of Soldier 1850 - Doddridge County VA; 1871 Wood County, WV PO Wadesville 
Residence of Widow: 1878 - Warren Co., OH; PO Lranklin; 1886, 1887, 1889 Johnson Co., KS; 
PO Springhill 

Maiden Name of Widow: Ingaba Louther (md. 1st to Eustler or Utchler) 

Lirst Wife of Soldier: Nancy (?) 

Marriage of Soldier and Widow: 3 Nov 1847, West Union, Doddridge, WV 
Death of Soldier: 31 Aug 1871, Wood Co., WV 
Death of Widow: 2 Oct 1899 

Remarks: Certificate of Discharge of Soldier in brief; widow alledges that soldier served as a 
substitute; name of 
principal not given. 

Dotson, Joseph 

Capt George Spray's Company and Capt John Seddon's Co, Maryland Militia 

Dotson, Reubin - widow Nancy H Dotson 

Capt Mason's Co., Tennessee or Mississippi Militia 

Dotson, Richard - widow Mary Dotson 
Capt Taylor's Co, Virginia Militia (alleged) 

Dotson, Thomas - widow Patsy Dotson 
Capt Ousley's Co, KY Militia 

Dotson, Thomas - widow Margaret Dotson 

Pvt Capt R Proctor's Co, VA Militia 

Enlisted 30 March 1813 Discharged: 16 Oct 1813 

Residence of Soldier 1850, 1855 Layette Co, VA 

Residence of Widow: 1878 Layette Co., WV; PO Mountain Cove; 

1886 Greenbrier Co., WV, Palestine; PO Alderson, Monroe Co., WV 
Lirst Wife of Soldier: Susannah (?) 

Maiden Name of Widow: Margaret (?) (md. 1st to Jenkins) 


104 



Marriage of soldier and widow: 17 July 1862, Nicholas WV 
Death of Soldier: 9 Dec 1870, Fayette County, WV 
Death of Widow: about 1908 
Remarks: Soldier's certificate of discharge in brief 

Dodson/Dotson Civil War Soldiers 

Soldiers listed here were from Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia and West Virginia. Many 
Dodson/Dotsons had left these states by the time of the Civil War and fought in the war from 
other states. The Civil War divided the state of Virginia, and as a result, the new state of West 
Virginia was formed in 1863. 

Union Soldiers (Dodson) from Pennsylvania: 

Albert Dodson 19th Regiment, Pennsylvania Cavalry (180th Volunteers) Union Pennsylvania 
Alexander Dodson 7th Regiment, Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry (36th Volunteers) Union 
Pennsylvania 

Andrew Dodson 19th Regiment, Pennsylvania Cavalry (180th Volunteers) Union Pennsylvania 

Andrew Dodson 14th Regiment, Pennsylvania Cavalry (159th Volunteers) Union Pennsylvania 

Andrew Dodson 125th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry Union Pennsylvania 

Charles K. Dodson 56th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry Union Pennsylvania 

Charles M. Dodson 52nd Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry Union Pennsylvania 

Charles M. Dodson 3rd Regiment, Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery Union Pennsylvania 

Charles M. Dodson 199th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry Union Pennsylvania 

Charles R. Dodson 56th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry Union Pennsylvania 

Chester L. Dodson 178th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry (Drafted Militia) Union Pennsylvania 

Chester S. Dodson 16th Regiment, Pennsylvania Cavalry (161st Volunteers) Union Pennsylvania 

David Dodson 147th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry Union Pennsylvania 

Edward E. Dodson 6th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry (3 months, 1861) Union Pennsylvania 

Elias B. Dodson 7th Regiment, Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry (36th Volunteers) Union 

Pennsylvania 

Evan B. Dodson 7th Regiment, Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry (36th Volunteers) Union 
Pennsylvania 

F. Dodson 149th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry Union Pennsylvania 

George W. Dodson 2nd Regiment, Pennsylvania Cavalry (59th Volunteers) Union Pennsylvania 

Ira G. Dodson 149th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry Union Pennsylvania 

James R. Dodson 143rd Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry Union Pennsylvania 

James S. Dodson 149th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry Union Pennsylvania 

James T. Dodson 149th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry Union Pennsylvania 

John Dodson 97th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry Union Pennsylvania 

John Dodson 1st Regiment, Pennsylvania Cavalry (15th Reserves) Union Pennsylvania 

John Dodson 1st Regiment, Pennsylvania Light Artillery (14th Reserves) Union Pennsylvania 

John Dodson 121st Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry Union Pennsylvania 

John Dodson 135th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry Union Pennsylvania 

John A. Dodson 95th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry Union Pennsylvania 
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John A. Dodson 17th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry (3 months, 1861) Union Pennsylvania 

Joseph Dodson 67th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry Union Pennsylvania 

Joseph T. Dodson 61st Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry Union Pennsylvania 

Joshua Dodson 7th Regiment, Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry (36th Volunteers) Union 

Pennsylvania 

Josiah Dodson 7th Regiment, Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry (36th Volunteers) Union 
Pennsylvania 

Leander Dodson 30th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry Militia (Emergency, 1863) Union 
Pennsylvania 

Leander Dodson 149th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry Union Pennsylvania 

Luther L. Dodson 7th Regiment, Pennsylvania Reserve Infantry (36th Volunteers) Union 

Pennsylvania 

Obediah S. Dodson 203rd Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry Union Pennsylvania 

R.C. Dodson 62nd Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry Union Pennsylvania 

Samuel Dodson 19th Regiment, Pennsylvania Cavalry (180th Volunteers) Union Pennsylvania 

Samuel Dodson 14th Regiment, Pennsylvania Cavalry (159th Volunteers) Union Pennsylvania 

Samuel Dodson 6th Regiment, Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery (212th Volunteers) Union 

Pennsylvania 

Samuel Dodson 12th Regiment, Pennsylvania Cavalry (113th Volunteers) Union Pennsylvania 
Samuel Dodson 5th Regiment, Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery (204th Volunteers) Union 
Pennsylvania 

Samuel W. Dodson 143rd Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry Union Pennsylvania 

Stephen G. Dodson 149th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry Union Pennsylvania 

Thomas C. Dodson Griffith's Independent Company, Pennsylvania Infantry (6 months, 1863- 

1864) Union Pennsylvania 

Thomas C. Dodson 154th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry Union Pennsylvania 

William Dodson 13th Regiment, Pennsylvania Cavalry (117th Volunteers) Union Pennsylvania 

William H. Dodson 199th Regiment, Pennsylvania Infantry Union Pennsylvania 

William P. Dodson 3rd Regiment, Pennsylvania Cavalry Union Pennsylvania 

Wilson P. Dodson 3rd Regiment, Pennsylvania Cavalry Union Pennsylvania 

William Dodsen 5th Regiment, Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery (204th Volunteers) Union 

Pennsylvania 

John Dotson 2nd Battalion, Pennsylvania Infantry (6 months, 1863-1864) Union Pennsylvania 
Union Soldiers from Maryland 

Edmond Dodson 1st Regiment, Maryland Cavalry Union Maryland 

John W. Dodson 3rd Regiment, Maryland Infantry, Potomac Home Brigade Union Maryland 
John W. Dodson 4th Regiment, Maryland Infantry, Potomac Home Brigade Union Maryland 
Robert A. Dodson 1st Regiment, Maryland Cavalry Union Maryland 

Union Soldiers (Dodson) from West Virginia 

Andrew J. Dodson 7th Regiment, West Virginia Cavalry Union West Virginia 
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Charles E. Dodson 15th Regiment, West Virginia Infantry Union West Virginia 
Charles E. Dodson 10th Regiment, West Virginia Infantry Union West Virginia 
Charles G. Dodson 13th Regiment, West Virginia Infantry Union West Virginia 
Daniel V. Dodson 4th Regiment, West Virginia Infantry Union West Virginia 
James R. Dodson 7th Regiment, West Virginia Cavalry Union West Virginia 
Philip Dodson 4th Regiment, West Virginia Infantry Union West Virginia 
Phillip Dodson 2nd Regiment, West Virginia Veteran Infantry Union West Virginia 
Thomas N. Dodson 7th Regiment, West Virginia Cavalry Union West Virginia 
William Dodson 1st Regiment, West Virginia Cavalry Union West Virginia 

Union Soldiers (Dotson) from West Virginia 

Practically all of the following soldiers were descendants of Richard Dotson (1752 - 1847) and 
were from Doddridge and Ritchie Counties in West Virginia.. 

Alfred Dotson 15th Regiment, West Virginia Infantry Union West Virginia 
Andrew J. Dotson 7th Regiment, West Virginia Cavalry Union West Virginia 
Charles Dotson 6th Regiment, West Virginia Infantry Union West Virginia 
Charles E. Dotson 15th Regiment, West Virginia Infantry Union West Virginia 
Charles E. Dotson 10th Regiment, West Virginia Infantry Union West Virginia 
Clinton Dotson 6th Regiment, West Virginia Infantry Union West Virginia 
Daniel V. Dotson 4th Regiment, West Virginia Infantry Union West Virginia 
Eli B. Dotson 14th Regiment, West Virginia Infantry Union West Virginia 
Francis J. Dotson 4th Regiment, West Virginia Cavalry Union West Virginia 
Garrison Dotson 6th Regiment, West Virginia Infantry Union West Virginia 
Hiram S. Dotson 14th Regiment, West Virginia Infantry Union West Virginia 
Israel Dotson 4th Regiment, West Virginia Cavalry Union West Virginia 
James R. Dotson 7th Regiment, West Virginia Cavalry Union West Virginia 
John C. Dotson 6th Regiment, West Virginia Infantry Union West Virginia 
John E. Dotson 4th Regiment, West Virginia Cavalry Union West Virginia 
John S. Dotson 4th Regiment, West Virginia Cavalry Union West Virginia 
John S. Dotson 6th Regiment, West Virginia Infantry Union West Virginia 
John W. Dotson 6th Regiment, West Virginia Infantry Union West Virginia 
Leman Dotson 6th Regiment, West Virginia Infantry Union West Virginia 
Lloyd Dotson 6th Regiment, West Virginia Infantry Union West Virginia 
Mansfield W. Dotson 6th Regiment, West Virginia Infantry Union West Virginia 
Marion Dotson 6th Regiment, West Virginia Infantry Union West Virginia 
Perry Dotson 6th Regiment, West Virginia Cavalry Union West Virginia 
Jerius E. Dotson 6th Regiment, West Virginia Infantry Union West Virginia 
Thomas N. Dotson 7th Regiment, West Virginia Cavalry Union West Virginia 


Confederate Soldiers (Dodson) from Virginia 

A.C. Dodson 82nd Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 
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A. V. Dodson 40th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 
Albert Dodson 34th Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 
Albert Dodson 7th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Albert J. Dodson 38th Regiment, Virginia Infantry (Pittsylvania Regiment) Confederate Virginia 

Albert O. Dodson 13th Battalion, Virginia Light Artillery Confederate Virginia 

Alexander S. Dodson 24th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Amercus Dodson 40th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Andrew Dodson 1st Battalion, Virginia Infantry (Regulars) (Irish Battalion) Confederate 

Virginia 

Andrew Dodson Jr. 135th Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 
Andrew C. Dodson 10th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 
Austin J. Dodson 37th Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 

B. F. Dodson 34th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 
B.F. Dodson 13th Battalion, Virginia Light Artillery Confederate Virginia 
B.H. Dodson 34th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

B. S. Dodson 3rd Regiment, Virginia Light Artillery (Local Defense) Confederate Virginia 
Barth Dodson 5th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 

Bartholomew Dodson 15th Battalion, Virginia Cavalry (Critcher's) (Northern Neck Rangers) 
Confederate Virginia 

Bartholomew Dodson 15th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 
Bartholomew M. Dodson 41st Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 
Barto M. Dodson 15th Battalion, Virginia Cavalry (Critcher's) (Northern Neck Rangers) 
Confederate Virginia 

Berry W. Dodson 54th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Beverley S. Dodson Pegram's Company, Virginia Light Artillery (Branch Field Artillery) 

Confederate Virginia 

C. G.A. Dodson 23rd Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 
Charles F. Dodson 12th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 
Charles F. Dodson 7th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry (Ashby's) Confederate Virginia 
Charles F. Dodson 136th Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 
Daniel Dodson 12th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

David F. Dodson 41st Battalion, Virginia Cavalry (White's) Confederate Virginia 
E. Dodson 4th Regiment, Virginia Reserves Confederate Virginia 

E.D. Dodson 22nd Regiment, Virginia Infantry (1st Kanawha Regiment) Confederate Virginia 

Edward Dodson 49th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Edward Dodson 7th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Edward L. Dodson 41st Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 

Eli G. Dodson 64th Regiment, Virginia Mounted Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Elias J. Dodson 41st Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Elisha J. Dodson 41st Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Elison C. Dodson 6th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 

Felix S. Dodson 38th Regiment, Virginia Infantry (Pittsylvania Regiment) Confederate Virginia 
Franklin Dodson 97th Regiment, Virginia Militia (Spider's) Confederate Virginia 
G. Dodson 34th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 
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George W. Dodson Hounshell's Battalion, Virginia Cavalry (Partisan Rangers) Confederate 
Virginia 

Gustavus W. Dodson 15th Battalion, Virginia Cavalry (Critcher's) (Northern Neck Rangers) 
Confederate Virginia 

Gustavus W. Dodson 41st Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 

Henry W. Dodson 18th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Hugh A. Dodson 38th Regiment, Virginia Infantry (Pittsylvania Regiment) Confederate Virginia 

Isaac N. Dodson 18th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

J. Dodson 48th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

J.A. Dodson 34th Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 

J.W. Dodson 18th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Jackson W.B. Dodson 10th Battalion, Virginia Heavy Artillery (Allen's) Confederate Virginia 

Jackson W.B. Dodson Wi lk inson's Company, Virginia Heavy Artillery (Company A, Marion 

Artillery) (Company A, Richmond Local Guards) Confederate Virginia 

Jacob Dodson 58th Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 

Jacob Dodson 62nd Regiment, Virginia Mounted Infantry Confederate Virginia 

James Dodson 37th Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 

James Dodson 40th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

James A. Dodson 38th Regiment, Virginia Infantry (Pittsylvania Regiment) Confederate Virginia 

Jesse B. Dodson 8th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 

John Dodson Fry's Company, Virginia Light Artillery (Orange Artillery) Confederate Virginia 

John Dodson 10th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

John Dodson 7th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

John Dodson 22nd Regiment, Virginia Cavalry (Bowen's Virginia Mounted Riflemen) 

Confederate Virginia 

John Dodson 38th Regiment, Virginia Infantry (Pittsylvania Regiment) Confederate Virginia 

John Dodson 37th Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 

John Dodson 60th Regiment, Virginia Infantry (3rd Regiment, Wise Legion) Confederate 

Virginia 

John Dodson 82nd Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 

John Dodson 9th Battalion, Virginia Reserves (2nd Battalion, Valley Reserves) Confederate 
Virginia 

John Dodson 7th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 
John Dodson 40th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

John A. Dodson 38th Regiment, Virginia Infantry (Pittsylvania Regiment) Confederate Virginia 

John A. Dodson 38th Regiment, Virginia Infantry (Pittsylvania Regiment) Confederate Virginia 

John D. Dodson 51st Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

John E. Dodson 34th Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 

John E.J. Dodson 9th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

John F. Dodson 4th Regiment, Virginia Reserves Confederate Virginia 

John L. Dodson 40th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

John R. Dodson 15th Battalion, Virginia Cavalry (Critcher's) (Northern Neck Rangers) 

Confederate Virginia 

John R. Dodson 41st Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 
John T. Dodson 34th Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 


109 



Joseph Dodson 38th Regiment, Virginia Infantry (Pittsylvania Regiment) Confederate Virginia 

Joseph B. Dodson 37th Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 

Joseph H. Dodson 46th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Joseph R. Dodson 40th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginiant) Confederate 

Virginia 

Joshua G. Dodson 13th Battalion, Virginia Light Artillery Confederate Virginia 
Josiah Dodson 13th Battalion, Virginia Light Artillery Confederate Virginia 

L. Dodson 82nd Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 
Levi Dodson 12th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 
Levi Dodson 136th Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 
Lloyd Dodson 12th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 
Lucius Dodson 40th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

M. L. Dodson 37th Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 
Meriman Dodson 7th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 
Meriman Dodson 34th Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 

Milton Dodson 15th Battalion, Virginia Cavalry (Critcher's) (Northern Neck Rangers) 
Confederate Virginia 

Milton Dodson 15th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 

Morgan Dodson 10th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Morgan Dodson 82nd Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 

Mortimer L. Dodson 40th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Moses Dodson 8th Battalion, Virginia Reserves (1st Battalion, Valley Reserves) Confederate 

Virginia 

Moses Dodson 136th Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 

N. B. Dodson 8th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 

P.H. Dodson Otey's Company, Virginia Light Artillery, Local Defense Confederate Virginia 

Paul H. Dodson 23rd Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Peter B. Dodson 7th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Peter T. Dodson 18th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Pressly M. Dodson 37th Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 

R.F. Dodson Shank's Company, Virginia Horse Artillery Confederate Virginia 

R.T. Dodson Shank's Company, Virginia Horse Artillery Confederate Virginia 

R. Townshend Dodson 1st Regiment, Virginia Infantry (Williams Rifles) Confederate Virginia 
Reuben Dodson 7th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Richard T. Dodson 1st Regiment, Virginia Infantry (Williams Rifles) Confederate Virginia 
Richard T. Dodson 1st Regiment, Virginia Artillery Confederate Virginia 

S. W. Dodson 11th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Silvang Dodson 38th Regiment, Virginia Infantry (Pittsylvania Regiment) Confederate Virginia 
Stephen Dodson 12th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 
Stephen Dodson 7th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 
Stephen Dodson 49th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

T. R. Dodson Young's Company, Virginia Artillery (Halifax Light Artillery) Confederate 
Virginia 

T.R. Dodson 1st Regiment, Virginia Artillery Confederate Virginia 
Thaddeus Dodson 41st Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 


no 



Thomas Dodson 3rd Battalion, Valley Reserves, Virginia (Augusta County Reserves) 
Confederate Virginia 

Thomas Dodson 37th Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 

Thomas Dodson 34th Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 

Thomas Dodson 55th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Thomas Dodson 8th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Thomas Dodson 1st Regiment, Virginia Artillery Confederate Virginia 

Thomas M. Dodson 136th Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 

Thomas R. Dodson 5th Battalion, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Thomas R. Dodson 1st Battalion, Virginia Light Artillery (Hardaway's) (Moseley's) Confederate 

Virginia 

Thomas W. Dodson 8th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 

Thomas W. Dodson 36th Battalion, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 

Timothy D. Dodson 38th Regiment, Virginia Infantry (Pittsylvania Regiment) Confederate 

Virginia 

W. Dodson 34th Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 

W.B. Dodson 5th Consolidated Regiment, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 

W.G. Dodson 34th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

W.L. Dodson 2nd Battalion, Virginia Infantry, Local Defense (Waller's) (Quartermaster 

Battalion) Confederate Virginia 

W.O. Dodson 24th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 
Whitman C. Dodson 53rd Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 
William Dodson 15th Battalion, Virginia Cavalry (Critcher's) (Northern Neck Rangers) 
Confederate Virginia 

William Dodson 34th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

William Dodson 51st Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

William Dodson 15th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 

William Dodson 24th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

William A. Dodson 12th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 

William A. Dodson 34th Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 

William A. Dodson 82nd Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 

William B. Dodson 5th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 

William D. Dodson 38th Regiment, Virginia Infantry (Pittsylvania Regiment) Confederate 

Virginia 

William E. Dodson 57th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

William G. Dodson 25th Battalion, Virginia Infantry (Richmond Battalion) (City Battalion) 

Confederate Virginia 

William H. Dodson 7th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

William J. Dodson 37th Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 

William J.M. Dodson 6th Battalion, Virginia Reserves Confederate Virginia 

William L. Dodson 20th Battalion, Virginia Heavy Artillery Confederate Virginia 

William L. Dodson 2nd Regiment, Virginia Infantry, Local Defense Confederate Virginia 

William R. Dodson 12th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 

William R. Dodson 37th Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 
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Confederate Soldiers (Dotson) from Virginia 

Andrew Dodtson 1st Battalion, Virginia Infantry (Regulars) (Irish Battalion) Confederate 
Virginia 

A. Dotson 59th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Andrew Dotson 1st Battalion, Virginia Infantry (Regulars) (Irish Battalion) Confederate Virginia 

Andrew J. Dotson 48th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Austin Dotson 29th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Charles F. Dotson 12th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 

Daniel Dotson 22nd Regiment, Virginia Infantry (1st Kanawha Regiment) Confederate Virginia 

Elisha D. Dotson 22nd Regiment, Virginia Infantry (1st Kanawha Regiment) Confederate 

Virginia 

Ellis Dotson 46th Battalion, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 

F. Dotson 8th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 

G. W. Dotson Hounshell's Battalion, Virginia Cavalry (Partisan Rangers) Confederate Virginia 

H. Y. Dotson Hounshell's Battalion, Virginia Cavalry (Partisan Rangers) Confederate Virginia 
Isaac F. Dotson 22nd Regiment, Virginia Infantry (1st Kanawha Regiment) Confederate Virginia 
Jacob Dotson 62nd Regiment, Virginia Mounted Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Jacob Dotson 58th Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 

James A. Dotson 22nd Regiment, Virginia Infantry (1st Kanawha Regiment) Confederate 

Virginia 

James Alex Dotson 60th Regiment, Virginia Infantry (3rd Regiment, Wise Legion) Confederate 
Virginia 

John Dotson 60th Regiment, Virginia Infantry (3rd Regiment, Wise Legion) Confederate 
Virginia 

John D. Dotson 51st Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

John D. Dotson 22nd Regiment, Virginia Cavalry (Bowen's Virginia Mounted Riflemen) 

Confederate Virginia 

Joseph Dotson 14th Regiment, Virginia Militia Confederate Virginia 

Joseph Dotson 46th Battalion, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 

Lemmon Dotson 46th Battalion, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 

Levi Dotson 12th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 

Marion D. Dotson 20th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 

Marshall Dotson 46th Battalion, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 

Martin L. Dotson 20th Regiment, Virginia Cavalry Confederate Virginia 

T.C. Dotson Hounshell's Battalion, Virginia Cavalry (Partisan Rangers) Confederate Virginia 

Thomas C. Dotson 59th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Thomas C. Dotson 60th Regiment, Virginia Infantry (3rd Regiment, Wise Legion) Confederate 

Virginia 

Thomas C. Dotson 22nd Regiment, Virginia Infantry (1st Kanawha Regiment) Confederate 
Virginia 

W.C. Dotson 53rd Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

W.T. Dotson Hounshell's Battalion, Virginia Cavalry (Partisan Rangers) Confederate Virginia 
W.T. Dotson 34th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 
William Dotson 59th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 
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William Dotson 22nd Regiment, Virginia Infantry (1st Kanawha Regiment) Confederate 
Virginia 

William A. Dotson 34th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 
William E. Dotson 57th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 
William A. Dottson 34th Regiment, Virginia Infantry Confederate Virginia 

Miscellaneous Death Records 

Dodson, Arthur 

Pvt, Company G, 8th Reg't 

Tennessee 

Cemetery St Clair TN 
Date of Death 1880 

Dodson, Elijah 

Pvt, Company ?, 120th Regt 

Indiana 

Cemetery Bedford, Indiana 
Date of Death July 24 1884 

Dodson, Israel 

Sergt, Co B, Regiment 65 

USCI 

Cemetery City, Louisiana, Pike County, MO 
Died 1878 

Dodson, Jacob 

Pvt, Company K, 49th Regt 

Ill Vol. Infantry 

Cemetery Hopewell, Mt. Vernon, IL 
Date of death: Feby 23, 1880 

Dodson, James 

Pvt, Company E, 2nd Regt 

KY Infantry 

Cemetery Ills S&S Howe(?) 

Quincy, IL 

Date of Death Aug 7, 1897 

Dodson, James 

Pvt, Company B, Regt 27 

Iowa Infantry 

Cemetery: Village Clearfield 

Clearfield, PA 

Date of Death: Jan 13, 1873 
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Dodson, Jno A 

Pvt Co H 95 PA Infantry 

Cemetery: Nat'l Howe DOS(?) 

Dayton, OH 

Date of Death: Jany 30,1894 
Dodson, Joseph 

Pvt Co F, 95th Regt Ohio Infantry 
Cemetery Cedar Hill, Newark OH 
Date of Death Dec 20, 1871 

Dodson, Joseph H 
Pvt Co K, 2nd Regt 
Colorado Company 

Cemetery: Rosedale, near Los Angesles CA 
Date of Death not listed. 

Dodson, Levi 

Pvt, Co H, 4th Iowa Infantry 

Cemetery: Hollywood, Hot Springs Arkansas 

Date of Death Oct 18, 1903 

Dodson, Luther D 
Sgt, Co F, 7th Regt. 

PA Res. 

Cemetery Luzerne County, PA 
Date of Death June 8, 1886 

Dodson, Philip 
Pvt, Co ? 4th Regt 
WV Infantry 
Cemetery Pomeroy, OH 
Date of Death July 2, 1901 

Dodson, Robert 

Pvt, Company G, 50th Regt 

Maryland Infantry 

Cemetery near Mitchell, Lawrence County, IN 
Date of Death not listed 

Dodson, Robert H 
Pvt, Co E, 2nd Regt 
Missouri Cavalry 

Cemetery at or near Ravanna, Mercer County, MO 
Date of Death July 29, 1863 
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Dodson, Smith 

Serg't, Company B, Regt 68 

USCI 

Cemetery City, Louisiana, Pike, MO 
Date of Death 1884 

Dodson, William 

Pvt, company ?, 8th Regt. 

Tennessee Infantry 

Cemetery at or near Bulls Gap, TN 

Date of death April 22, 1867 

Dodson, William 
Pvt, Co E, 13th Regt 
PA Cavalry 

Cemetery Hopewell, Hopewell, Bedford, PA 
Date of Death April 16, 1880 

Dodson, William 
Pvt, Co E, 20th Regt 
Pennsylvania Cavalry 
Cemetery Newry or Claysburg, PA 
Date of Death not listed. 


Dodson and Dotson Biographies 
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From: 1893 Pictorial ancl biographical memoirs of Elkhart and St. Joseph counties, Indiana: 
together with biographies of many prominent men of northern Indiana and of the whole state, 
both living and dead 

Alexander Dotson 1826-1902 

Alexander Dotson is a retired farmer of Elkhart county, Ind., who has fought the battle of life 
successfully, and after the burden and heat of the day, is living in the enjoyment of a competency 
which his early labors and perseverance won him. His advent into this world occurred in Bedford 
county, Penn., October 13, 1826, to Samuel and Sarah (Moses) Dotson, who were also born in 
the Keystone State, the father's family being of Irish origin, and the mother's of German. The 
paternal grandfather emigrated from the Isle of Erin to America at an early day and settled in 
Pennsylvania, as did also the mother's family. Samuel Dotson was an iron manufacturer and 
worked for old Dr. Shonenberger, whose forge was in Blair county, Penn. He and his wife 
became the parents of five children that grew to maturity, only two members of which family are 
now living. Alexander was reared in Pennsylvania, in the subscription schools of which State he 
was educated. He helped to build the first free school house in Bedford county, Penn., at the 
town of Freedom, when eighteen years of age. He crossed the Alleghany Mountains and located 
in Venango county, Penn., where he was married in May, 1850, to Miss Catherine Downing, by 
whom he became the father of ten children, eight of whom survive: Samuel, Daniel, John, 
Charles, Mack, William, May and Nellie. In 1864 Mr. Dotson went to the lower oil regions of 
Ohio by steamboat, but remained in that State only a short time, coming to Elkhart county, Ind., 
in 1865, and here purchased a farm of 122 acres on "Two Mile Plain," where he lived a short 
time, then removed to where he now resides, purchasing 194 acres of land north of Elkhart, 
which he soon sold to the Hydraulic Company, with the exception of twelve acres on which his 
residence is situated and on which he is residing. This property is now nearly all in town lots. 

Mr. Dotson built the house in which he is living, and for his farm of 192 acres paid $11,500, but 
sold it six months later for $100 per acre, which netted him a handsome surplus. He soon after 
purchased 204 acres in Cleveland township, but after farming this land for three years sold out, 
and has since returned from active life. He is the owner of seven dwelling houses and a store 
building in Elkhart, and is in receipt of a very comfortable annual income. His second marriage 
was celebrated in October, 1891, to Mrs. Emeline (Yant) Conrod, a native of Ohio, who became 
the mother of five children by her first husband: Edward, Hattie, William, Clyde C. and Floyd N. 
Mr. Dotson is one of the substantial citizens of Elkhart county, and has numerous friends who 
wish him well. His honesty is well known; his kindness of heart is recognized and his liberality 
and public spirit are unquestioned. 


Arthur McCafferty Dodson 

and sons James H and John Fletcher Dodson 
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Born about 1819 in Pennsylvania - died about 1874 in Arizona 

From: A History of California and an Extended History of Its Southern Coast Counties Volume 
1, J. M. Guinn, Historic Record Company Los Angeles, California, 1907 



ARTHUR MCKENSIE (McCafferty) DODSON was bom in Philadelphia, Pa., in 1819, 
remaining in the east until the year previous to the finding of gold in California. The year 1848 
found him a miner in this state, but from the fact that he gave up this life two years later and was 
ever after engaged in commercial pursuits, it is safe to presume that his efforts in this direction 
were not all that he had anticipated. Coming to the old pueblo of Los Angeles in 1850, he opened 
one of the first butcher and grocery establishments in the place and was the pioneer soap 
manufacturer here also. A later enterprise was the establishment of a wood and coal yard at what 
is now the corner of Sixth and Spring streets, in the very heart of the city. This in fact was the 
nucleus of a little town to which he gave the name of Georgetown, in honor of “round house” 
George, then a prominent character in that locality. At a later date Mr. Dodson removed to the 
San Fernando valley and began raising wheat and barley, this being the first attempt at farming 
in the valley. Still later he became superintendent of the O’Neill ranches in San Diego county, 
but meeting with an accident there he was compelled to give up the management. After 
recovering from the injury he went to Tucson, Ariz.. and engaged in the cattle business, and it 
was while there that his death occurred about 1886. 
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The marriage of Mr. Dodson united him with Reyes Dominguez, a member of one of the oldest 
families of the state, she being a native of this county and a daughter of Nazario Dominguez, 
well known to all early residents in this part of the state. He and his brothers, Pedro and Manuel, 
owned the Rancho San Pedro, which extended from Redondo to Compton and on to Long Beach. 
Mrs. Dodson died in Los Angeles in 1885, having become the mother of twelve children, only 
three of whom are now living. James H. and John F. are in partnership in business and reside in 
San Pedro, and Emma, now Mrs. Thompson, resides in Hobart Mills, Nevada county, California. 
Additional Information from: Harbor District of Los Angeles 

The California progenitor of this family was Arthur McKenzie Dodson, who was born in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1819, and was one of the horde of adventurers that started for 
California in 1848, attracted by the discovery of gold. For two years he searched for the elusive 
metal, but the results were disappointing and in 1850 he located in Los Angeles, where he 
opened the first butcher shop and grocery store to operate in the old pueblo. In 1893 he became 
the pioneer soap manufacturer. "Georgetown" was created by him, at the corner of Sixth and 
Spring streets, Los Angeles, by the establishment of a wood and coal yard at that location. He 
was married in Los Angeles to Reyes Dominguez, a daughter of Nazario Dominquez, who with 
his brothers, Pedro and Manuel, owned the great Rancho San Pedro, which extended from 
Redondo to Compton and thence midway to Long Beach. The founder of the family, Juan Jose 
Dominguez, came to this section of the state when in a primitive state and was given the grant of 
ten or eleven leagues in 1822. Of the twelve children born to Mr. and Mrs. Dodson only four 
grew to maturity: James H., the subject of this sketch; Emma, now Mrs. Thompson, of Hobart 
Mills, Nevada County, California; John F., who died in San Pedro in 1922; and Mrs. Caroline 
Steele, who died in Reno, Nevada in 1901. The father died in Tucson, Arizona, in 1874, and was 
buried in Wilmington, California. Mrs. Dodson died in Los Angeles while the surviving children 
were young. 
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From: A History of California and an Extended History of Its Southern Coast Counties Volume 
1, J. M. Guinn, Historic Record Company Los Angeles, California, 1907 



JAMES H. DODSON A native of the state, James H(ilsey) Dodson was born in Los Angeles 
February 26,1861, and in his home county was reared and educated, attending both public and 
private schools. A turning point in his career came at an early age, for while still a boy he was 
taken into the home of George Hinds, a large stockman and butcher of Wilmington, this county, 
he also serving as county supervisor. He was the junior member of the firm of Vickery & Hinds, 
wholesale butchers, who had stores located in all of the principal towns along the coast, and in 
the management of these Mr. Dodson assisted for twenty years. In 1883 they established a store 
in San Pedro, it being the pioneer market in the town, and of this Mr. Dodson had charge until 
resigning to take charge of a similar business of his own. carrying this on until 1899. 

The year last mentioned was the beginning of an eventful period in the life of Mr. Dodson, and 
witnessed his removal to Manila, Philippine Islands, where as a member of the firm of Simmie, 
Swanson & Co. he was interested in the first sawmill in the town. In addition to carrying on the 
mill the firm had the contract for carrying the mail, and later established the first American 
carriage works in Manila. In 1901 Mr. Dodson began traveling throughout the Philippine Islands, 
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Asia Minor and Arabia, returning by way of the continent and England, and in so doing had 
circumnavigated the globe. Locating once more in his native state, in 1902 he leased of George 
Porter a part of the Old Mission ranch, the seven thousand acres which he rented being devoted 
entirely to the raising of wheat. Coming to San Pedro the following year, he established a 
partnership with his brother John F. as general contractors for grading and cement work, and in 
the meantime the name and fame of the Dodson Brothers have become synonyms for all that 
honest, straightforward dealings would suggest. James H. Dodson was one of the organizers and 
is manager of the Pacific Manufacturing and Supply Association, manufacturers and dealers in 
ornamental and building brick and builders’ supplies. In 1881, while in Wilmington, Cal.. Mr. 
Dodson was united in marriage with Rudecinda Sepulveda, 


Maria Rudecinda Sepulveda 



a union which associated him with one of the most prominent families in the state. On the old 
Palos Verdes rancho Mrs. Dodson was born, the daughter of Jose Diego Sepulveda, he being one 
of the five owners of this vast estate, which extended along ‘the sea coast from San Pedro to 
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Redondo Beach, and for miles back into the foothills. The land was originally owned by Mrs. 
Dodson’s grandfather. Dolores Sepulveda, who was killed by Indians while he was returning 
from Monterey, where he had gone to obtain a patent to his ranch. l\Inch of the property was 
handed down to his son, Jose Diego, who was born on the old ranch near San Pedro in 1813. 
During the war of the United States with Mexico he was loyal to the former, contributing 
generously of cattle, horses, money and provisions from his own private store, and materially 
aided in extending the dominion of the United States to the Pacific ocean. 

Six children have blessed the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Dodson, those living named in order of 
birth as follows: Florence, James H., _]r., and Carlos D. All that the term public spirited implies 
is found in the make-up of Mr. Dodson, who for eight years has been a member of the city 
council, serving as its president for one term. He has also served in the capacity of license 
collector, and for eight years he was on the hoard of school trustees. His influence in the 
upbuilding of San Pedro has further been felt through his association with the Chamber of 
Commerce, where his opinion has great weight and consideration. Fraternally he is a member of 
San Pedro Lodge No. 332, F. & A. M., having joined the order in W/ilmington, where he became 
master of his lodge. Mr. and Mrs. Dodson have hosts of friends in San Pedro, not restricted to the 
upper classes alone, for they have given generously of their means to sustain those less fortunate 
and in fact no helpful beneficence has been denied their support. 


JOHN FLETCHER DODSON. As a member of the firm of Dodson Brothers. John F. Dodson 
is well known throughout San Pedro and vicinity, having established himself in business here as 
a contractor for cement and grading work about 1898. For about six years he carried on the 
business alone, during which time he laid some of the best work to be found in the city today. 
With the growth of the city and the corresponding demand for work in his line his business 
grew to such proportions that the assistance and co-operation of some one with an equal interest 
in the affairs became essential. This want was supplied in his brother, James H., the two uniting 
their forces in 1904 under the name of Dodson Brothers, a firm which today stands for all that is 
best and most dependable in their line in this part of the county. 

A native of the state, John F. Dodson was born on the San Pedro ranch near what is now 
Compton April 8, 1867, a son of Arthur McKenzie and Reyes (Dominguez) Dodson. Up to the 
age of thirteen years John F. Dodson attended the public schools of Los Angeles, after which he 
went to make his home with his father’s old time friend, George Hinds, at Wilmington. Mr. 
Hinds’ attachment for the elder Mr. Dodson was strengthened in the fact that the latter had 
rendered him financial assistance when he came here from the east, a kindness which he never 
forgot, and one which he has never been able to repay to his own satisfaction. The keen interest 
which he has ever taken in the sons of his benefactor has been of a substantial character and of 
lasting benefit to the recipients. For ten years Mr. Dodson was superintendent of one of Mr. 
Hinds’ numerous ranches, this being known as the Henrietta Stock Farm, located near Compton, 
and devoted to breeding and training standard horses. The knowledge and experience which l\Ir. 
Dodson gained during this time made him an expert horseman, and in the Southern California 
circuit he became especially well known, as during "all of the time he was with Mr. Hinds he 
drove in the races on that track. 
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From: History of Dakota Territory by George W. Kingsbury, Vol. V, 1915, page 1097 


Father: CHARLES A DOTSON 1821-1913 



The name of Dotson has long been connected with the history of Sioux Falls and although 
Charles A. Dotson was never a continuous resident there, he had a wide acquaintance among the 
citizens of the county seat of Minnehaha county through his many visits there and his last days 
were passed in Sioux Falls, where his death occurred August 16, 1913. He was a remarkable 
figure, for while he was in the ninety-third year of his age, he remained almost to the last, a 
strong, vigorous, active man, seeming in appearance and in interest almost in his prime. 

He was born January 26, 1821, in Randolph county, Tennessee, where his youth was passed. In 
the early '40s, when he was a young man, he married Miss Miriam York of North Carolina and 
in 1848 they became residents of the central section of the Mississippi valley, settling in Iowa, 
when the work of progress and development seemed scarcely begun there. They secured a 
homestead claim near Des Moines, where is now seen the mineral springs resort of Colfax. All 
the usual experiences of pioneer life were theirs. They reared their family upon the home farm 
and lived to see a remarkable change in the district as the work of improvement and civilization 
was carried forward. At length Mr. Dotson retired from active business life and established his 
home in Colfax, where Mrs. Dotson passed away about 1898. He afterward lived with his 
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daughter, Mrs. Sadie Hurst in Colfax until 1910, when he accompanied her on her removal to 
Reno, Nevada. After that, however, he spent much time in travel, visiting his sons and daughters 
and their families in various sections of the country, being everywhere eagerly welcomed, for he 
had few of those foibles and eccentricities which many are prone to believe are common to old 
age. In fact, "he was the 'grand old man' to the Dotson family and its several branches and all of 
his twenty-six grandchildren, his dozen or more great-grandchildren and a great-great-grandchild 
were his 'children' He loved them as his own; they idolized him." Six children survive the father, 
namely: E. E., of Colfax, Iowa; Mrs. Sadie Hurst, of Reno, Nevada; Mrs. William Reese, of 
Rock Island. Illinois; Mrs. L. A. McFarlane, of Chicago, Illinois; Mrs. John Rhodes of Boise, 
Idaho; and C. L., of Sioux Falls, widely known as the editor and publisher of the Sioux Falls 
Daily Press. 

In 1870 Mr. Dotson became a member of the Masonic lodge at Newton, Iowa, and for many 
years was a member of Riverside lodge, A. F. & A. M., at Colfax. A contemporary biographer 
has written of him: "Mr. Dotson never in his long career lost touch with the affairs of the world, 
lio followed politics closely all his life, spoke his convictions and strong principles forcefully to 
his friends and voted them, but never engaged in political activities in any other form. His first 
vote was cast in 1840, before the young Tennesseean had reached his majority, but it was never 
questioned. He stepped up to a small window of a log cabin which was designated as the polling 
place and spoke to the official inside the name of William Henry Harrison, the hero of 
Tippecanoe, as his choice for president. Mr. Dotson has never missed an election since. He voted 
for Theodore Roosevelt at Reno, Nevada, last year. He lived within the lifetime of every 
president of the United States save George Washington. The world was interesting to him and he 
studied it carefully. Within a few hours of his death, he discussed with his son and family the 
latest dispatches from Mexico." 

His life was largely passed in the open air and nature was kind to him because he abused not her 
laws. He greatly enjoyed hunting and hunted game throughout almost his entire life, hunting bear 
in the mountains of Nevada when ninety,two years of age. His physical power seemed but 
slightly impaired, although he had passed the milestone on life's journey which marked him a 
nonagenarian and his mind was clear and alert to the last. His memory remains as a cherished 
possession and as a blessed benediction to all who knew him. 
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From: History of Dakota Territory", By George Washington Kingsbury, Volume 4 


Son: CHARLES LEWIS DOTSON 1859 - 1928 



The history of journalism in South Dakota contains the name of one who is well known to the 
profession and whose work the public regards as largely a standard of that which is 
professionally ideal. No one ever questions the honesty of his policy or that of his paper, for it is 
well known that his position is never an equivocal one. If he fights he fights in the open; if he 
indorses a man or a measure all the world may know of his attitude upon the question. Men have 
thus come to believe in Charles Lewis Dotson, and though they may differ from him, they 
respect him. 

Mr. Dotson is a native of Iowa, his birth having occurred in Jasper county in 1859. That was 
eleven years after his parents had established their home in that state, casting in their lot with its 
pioneer settlers. The country schools afforded him his early educational privileges, but he was 
ambitious to advance along intellectual lines and eagerly embraced the opportunity of attending 
the Christian college at Oskaloosa, Iowa, and later of becoming a student in a business college of 
Chicago. Following his return to Jasper county he engaged in teaching in a rural school for two 
years. 
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It was in that county that Mr. Dotson was married at Ira, on the 31st of December, 1882, to Miss 
Fernanda Baker, who was born and reared in Jasper county and was also a student in the 
Christian college at Oskaloosa, while her husband was attending there. They have become the 
parents of five children. The young couple began their domestic life upon the old Dotson 
homestead, but after a year he turned to commercial pursuits, conducting a hardware store for 
two years. Subsequently he sold out and for a year and a half was upon the road as a traveling 
salesman for a wholesale hardware establishment. 

Long prior to that time, however, he had made his initial step in the newspaper world as a 
correspondent writing under the nom de plume of Bob White when but fifteen years of age. He 
was correspondent for several weekly papers and his pithy sayings and breezy news notes soon 
brought him into prominence, leading to his ultimate connection with state papers as 
correspondent. It was after his experience as a traveling salesman that he removed to Des Moines 
and became identified with the Daily News of that city. He was afterward connected with the 
Iowa State Register, acting as local advertising manager for seven years. Subsequently he 
became business manager for the Des Moines Daily Capital, but after two years returned to the 
Des Moines Register, with which he was connected for four years. His experience was wide and 
varied, for he had not only been a writer but also advertising solicitor and business manager and 
thus be became thoroughly qualified for the successful conduct of a paper of his own. The 
possibility of ownership was the result of his close application, indefatigable effort and 
economical habits. With his arrival in South Dakota, in 1901, he purchased a half interest in the 
Sioux Falls Daily Press, his partner being W. S. Bowen, now editor of the Daily Huronite. In 
September, 1907, Mr. Bowen sold his interest to W. C. Cook, at that time chairman of the 
republican state central committee. His political duties, however, so occupied his time that he 
employed W. R. Ronald, previously managing editor of the Sioux City Tribune, to edit the paper. 
On the 30th of March, 1910, Mr. Dotson purchased his partner's interest and in time his son, 
Carroll B., became editor and still continues, while another son, Russell, is acting as associate 
city editor. At the time Mr. Dotson became half owner of the Press it was issuing two editions, 
the daily and the weekly, and in 1902 Mr. Dotson changed the weekly to the South Dakota 
Farmer, making it the only weekly farm paper in the state. Moreover it is the only farm paper in 
the state owned exclusively by a South Dakota man. 

In politics Mr. Dotson has ever been an earnest champion of republican principles, and conducts 
his paper as an independent republican journal. Governor Byrne appointed him a member of the 
board of charities and corrections and upon its organization he was elected its president. He is a 
fluent and entertaining speaker. His oratorical powers are in demand at banquets and on other 
public' occasions. He takes a most active interest in civic affairs and for three years has been 
president of the Sioux Falls Commercial Club. The building of the street railway in Sioux Falls is 
largely attributable to his efforts and many other works of public improvement owe their 
existence largely to him. One of his contemporaries in the field of journalism wrote of him: 
"Eleven years ago when C. L. Dotson came to South Dakota he was a stranger here. His 
identification with the Sioux Falls Daily Press, one of the two big family newspapers of the state, 
at once brought him into prominence and gave him a statewide acquaintance—an acquaintance, 
by the way, that has worn well, one that has sunk deeper and grown broader with the successive 
years—until today it encircles the state. We are glad to have him with us. 
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"Charles Lewis Dotson has developed one of the most essential elements of success in life—an 
organized will. His mind is analytical in the extreme. He reasons with the precision of a machine. 
When he has reached a conclusion he is as unyielding as the sphinx on the Sahara. Stubborn? 

No; merely determined. Stubbornness is the child of ignorance; determination is will power 
intelligently directed. It is this element in Dotson's makeup that drives him forward to certain 
victory." 


Christian Bowman Dodson 1809 - 1891 was the son of Nathan Beach and Huldah 
Bowman Dodson, born in Luzerne County, Pennsylvania and named for his maternal grandfather 
Christian Bowman. 

From: The past and present of Kane County, Illinois By Henry B. Pierce, Arthur Merrill, 

William Henry Perrin, W. Le Baron, Jr. & Co. 1878. 

Capt. C. B. Dodson, now the oldest (settler in the county) settled at Clybournville, a mile and a 
half south of Batavia village, in June, 1834. But Clybournville was only a prospect then, and is 
only a memory now. No sooner had Capt. Dodson settled than he commenced building the first 
saw-mill in the county, at the mouth of Mill Creek, and the first store, for trade with the Indians. 
In the same year, a partnership was formed between himself and Mr. Clybourn, of Chicago, and 
the settlement at the mouth of the creek was named in honor of Capt. Dodson's partner. Great 
preparations were made to trade with the Indians, and an old hunter, one Caldwell, from 
Michigan, was kept in the swamps with the redskins, as an agent. The store was often filled with 
the skins which were purchased for almost nothing and sold for but little more. A young Indian 
chief was obtained to stay in the store, for the purpose of teaching the American clerk his 
language, and for communicating with his own race—as few of them understood the English 
language well—and Capt. Dodson himself soon learned to speak the Pottowattomie vernacular 
with nearly as much fluency as his mother tongue. His life has been a remarkably eventful one, 
both before and after his arrival in Illinois. It required no small amount of courage and 
determination to settle—almost the only European— amid hordes of the hereditary enemies of 
the white race, conciliated within a comparatively recent period, and well aware that the 
government was plotting to cheat them cut of their land. Capt. Dodson was well acquainted with 
Waubansie and Shabbona, and describes the former as a man of splendid personal appearance, 
who always carried a long spear as a badge of his exalted position in his tribe. He never spoke 
the language of the conquering race well, but independently used his own, whether in 
conversation with his tribe or with others. In 1835, Dodson & Clybourn took a contract from the 
Government to remove the Indians to Council Bluffs and Kansas. Waubansie lingered upon his 
hunting grounds, reluctant to go, until many of his friends had left, but was at. length induced to 
leave at the solicitation of Capt. Dodson. He was the last of his tribe to go, however, and it may 
be doubted if he would have gone at all, had not the squaws been induced to take their places in 
the wagons prepared for them, and the journey commenced. Then he followed, and left the valley 
of Fox River forever. Previous to their departure, Col. Lyon had made an unsuccessful attempt to 
civilize one of them. The result illustrates the lazy nature of the race. Neuqua, eldest son of 
Waubansie, was an intelligent young man and a general favorite among the settlers. Ashe 
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wandered into a field one day. where Col. Lyon was at work, the latter staked out a small piece 
of land plowed and ready to plant, and told him that if he would put the seed in the ground, he 
should have the entire crop for his trouble. The idea pleased him, and he promised to be on hand 
the next morning. True to his pledge, he appeared at the time designated, but with him came a 
dozen or more squaws, with hoes upon their shoulders. Col. Lyon remonstrated, informing him 
that the bargain was that he should perform the work himself, and intimated that the land was not 
staked out to afford him an opportunity to give practical illustrations of woman's rights. But in 
vain was the attempt. Neuqua replied, "Me hunt the meat, squaw hunt the corn," and would not 
touch a hoe. This chief is said to have raised a regiment of Pottawattomies in Kansas, and 
assisted the Northern army in Missouri during the late war. The first death in the township was 
that of a child of one Myers, who kept house for Capt. Dodson in 1834, and the first death of an 
adult, that of Mrs. Ward, in the Fall of the same year. 



Farm Residence of CB Dodson - From: Geneva in vintage postcards By John J. Laukaitis 

Christian Bowman Dodson first arrived in the Midwest from Pennsylvania in 1833 and worked 
as a government contractor in Chicago. With the allure of growing economic possibilities along 
the Fox River Valley, Dodson headed to an area south of Batavia called Clybournville named 
after its founder, Archibald Clybourn. There Dodson began work on a sawmill and trading post, 
but the settlement did not prove prosperous and Dodson returned to Chicago in 1835. Taking 
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two federal contracts as a Removal Agent, one in 1835 and the other in 1837, Dodson returned to 
the Fox Valley. With the Indian Removal Act in 1830, the defeat of the Sac and Fox tribes in the 
Blackhawk War in 1832, and the belief in territorial expansion as Manifest Destiny, contractors 
such as Dodson worked to permanently displace Native American tribes such as the Potawatomi 
to areas west of the Mississippi River. 

In February of 1837, Christian Bowman Dodson married Harriet Warren. Harriet's parents, 
David and Nancy Warren, had settled along the DuPage River in 1833, and today the city named 
Warrenville is a tribute to them. Dodson owned a section of farmland on the east side of the Fox 
River originally belonging to Andrew Miles and later owned a gristmill where Bennett Mill 
would later be located. 

As one of the early settlers, Dodson participated in the first gathering of "Old Settlers" on August 
16, 1872. The meeting that took place became an opportunity for many early Kane County 
residents to share their experiences of hardships and achievements, and Dodson became the first 
president of the organization named the "Old Settlers Association." (Courtesy of Gerald 
Klemm) 


From: Papers in Illinois history and transactions By Illinois State Historical Society - written by 
Harriet Warren Dodson, wife of Christian Bowman Dodson. 

I am the fourth and next sister according to age. Mr. Dodson and myself were married on the 3d 
day of February, 1837 (47 years ago today, the 2d day of February, 1884) in the sitting room of 
this old first home we occupied when coming to this State over fifty years ago. Sister Carpenter 
and myself were the only daughters married in this old home. Mr. Dodson was then a contractor 
on the Illinois and Michigan Caned. We went to his place a few miles from Lockport to live «after 
a few weeks in Chicago at the old Saginaw Hotel, kept by our old friends Mr. and Mrs. John 
Murphy. My first experience in housekeeping was in a newly built log house upon the canal. 1 
was nineteen years of age the July previous, and thought myself quite a competent housekeeper, 
but when I came to depend wholly upon myself without mother to ask questions of, I found myself 
deficient in many things when depending upon my own judgment. In the following year (June) 

Mr. Dodson sold his contract and we moved to Chicago where we commenced living in a new 
house on Lake Street on the West Side. We remained there until the winter of '38 when our first 
children (twin sons) Charles and Julius were born. The great financicd crisis was the cause of 
our leaving the city. If Mr. Dodson had not endorsed other men's papers we undoubtedly would 
be living in the city today, but the property at that time sold at ruinous prices, and what he then 
let go to satisfy the bank when he had signed a note for an old friend for less than thirty thousand 
dollars, would now be worth millions. It is only the history of hundreds of others. At the time men 
supposed to be millionaires one day were bankrupt the next, many now remaining in Chicago 
similarly situated, put their property out of their hands for a certain number of years, and are 
now immensely rich. My husband was advised to do the same and after cdl the papers were 
drawn up and his lawyer, Mr. Morris, assured him it was a legal transaction he gave it cdl up 
and turned over everything to pay for that which he never had, but which the law made 
imperative. Since that time our home has either been principally in Geneva or on our farm a mile 
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below. The farm life was new to me and in many ways distasteful to me, owing doubtless to 
inexperience principally, although quite deficient in all modern improvements which seem to 
make the farmers of the present day much more comfortable and happy. We had seven children, 
five of whom are still living. One of our twin boys was scalded to death only a week before the 
birth of our oldest daughter, in ten days he would have been three years old. It was a fearful trial 
to pass through and made me feel at the time that any mother ought and could be reconciled to 
the death of a child when dying from natural causes; but when our second boy died from measles 
it was just the same terrible loss, even if the going was less fearful. Mr. Dodson has since our 
marriage had the contract for removing the Indians twice to their reserx’ations beyond the 
Mississippi River; twice has he been to California to recruit his fortunes. He made money as 
contractor when young. He had two or three contracts on the Northwestern Railroad. He built 
the piers and abutments across the river here (in Geneva) upon which the railroad bridge is and 
which is now being made into a double track; cdso those upon which the bridge near Sterling, 
Illinois, now is. He also had the first harbor contract in Chicago, and one or two stage contracts, 
so that he has been an active business man the greater part of his life; and now we are quietly 
living alone in our plain simple way in Geneva, our children all away, and I sometimes wonder if 
on life's record our names shall be placed, where—under success or failure ? 
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DODSON, Miss Caroline Matilda, physician, born near Keosauqua, Iowa, 17th December, 
1845. 

From: American Women: Fifteen Hundred Biographies, Volume 1, edited by Frances Elizabeth 
Willard and Mary Ashton Rice Livermore, 1897 



Her father, Stiles Richard Dodson, was the son of Richard Dodson and Hannah Watson, being a 
descendant of Thomas and Mary Dodson, of whom the doctor's mother was also a descendant. 
Her mother, Mrs. Caroline Matilda Dodson, was the daughter of Stephen Harrison, and Mary 
Dodson. Miss Dodson's father and mother were natives of Huntington Valley, PA. On 28 July 
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1836, they were united in marriage. The mother, Mrs. C. Matilda Dodson was a woman of strong 
character and advanced thought. About six weeks after marriage they left Pennsylvania for the 
West and settled in Van Buren county, Iowa. Stiles R Dodson died 28 October 1847, leaving his 
widow with four daughters, the youngest not two years of age. That winter the mother taught 
school in her own house. In the spring of 1848 she returned with her family to her father's house 
in Pennsylvania. Caroline was baptized in November, 1857, and she was henceforth a laborer by 
the side of her mother, in the Baptist Church. Study at home under private teachers and at the 
district school supplemented the early lessons from the mother. At about twelve she was sent to 
an academy and normal institute. She began to teach in the winter of 1861. Returning at intervals 
to school, she followed the profession of teaching until the fall of 1871 when she matriculated at 
the Woman's Medical College of Pennsylvania, and entered upon the three year course just 
inaugurated. De. Ann Preston was then Dean. The summer of 1872 she spent in the Nurses' 
Training School of the Woman's Hospital of Philadelphia. The course required was completed 
and a certificate of the Training School for Nurses was given her. The summer of 1873 she spent 
in the same hospital as student in the wards and out practice. She received her diploma in March 
1874, and went to Ypsilanti, Mich., for further study with Dr. Ruth A. Gerry, one of the first 
women to practice medicine. After a year spent in hospital and private practice with that worthy 
medical pioneer, she went to Rochester, N.Y., and there in connection with practice opened a 
drug store. In 1877, her mother having gone West again, she started for Iowa, going by the 
Hudson and Great Lakes. She lost a car load of valuables in the riot at Pittsburgh, Pa. After her 
trip West she returned to Philadelphia and worked for a mere pittance. Among the offers that 
came finally was one from the Philadelphia Society for Organizing Charity, to act as 
superintendent of one of its districts, which position she filled for eight years. Realizing the need 
of a movement to educate the masses to a knowledge of self-care, she was prominent in having a 
call issued for a public meeting to be held in Association Hall, Philadelphia, 23 July 1890, and an 
organization was effected under the name of the National Woman's Health Association of 
America. The Association was chartered 1 November 1890, and Dr. Dodson was elected first 
president. 
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From Frederick County, Maryland to Fayette County Pennsylvania to Louisa 
County, Iowa 

Preface: 

Joseph Dodson/Dotson is probably the Joseph in Chester County PA in a 1765 tax list, but was 
gone from there about two years later. It is believed he is the same Joseph who appears later in 
Frederick County Maryland, married to Catherine Plaine, and is the same Joseph, who with most 
of their adult children, migrated to Fayette County Pennsylvania around 1800. Children and 
grandchildren of one of their sons, Daniel, are found later migrating to Louisa County Iowa and 
appear in the history of that county. 

From: History of Louisa County Iowa From its Earliest Settlement to 1911, Volume II. Arthur 
Springer, The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, Chicago, 1911. And also from "Portrait and 
Biographical Album of Louisa County, Iowa 


DAVID DOTSON, Sr., one of the early settlers of Louisa County, now residing on section 34, 
Wapello Township, was born in Fayette County, Pa., Oct. 18,1818, and is a son of Daniel and 
Mary (Sutton) Dotson, the father a native of Maryland, and the mother of New Jersey. In their 
younger years the parents removed to Pennsylvania, where they were married, and eight children 
were born to them, six of whom lived to be adults, and two are yet living: Esther, widow of John 
White, whose home is in Louisa County, and our subject. The father was a shoemaker by trade, 
and also engaged in carpentering. In his political views he was an old-line Democrat, and he and 
his wife were members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. They were everywhere known for 
their integrity and just lives, and had the confidence and good-will of the entire community in 
which they resided. In 1840 the death of Mr. Dotson occurred, and six years later his wife 
departed this life. 
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The boyhood days of our subject were spent in Fayette County, Pa., until seventeen years of age, 
and there he received a good common-school education. Choosing the trade of carpentering for 
his life work he became an apprentice, serving a term of three years, for which he received his 
board and clothing as a compensation for his labor. He worked at that trade in Pennsylvania, and 
after coining to this county the first work obtained was on the Jamison House. 

In 1846 Mr. Dotson and Miss Mary Jackman were united in marriage. The lady is a daughter of 
Thomas and Elizabeth (Woodfield) Jackman, the former a native of Ireland and the latter of 
Pennsylvania. Mr. and Mrs. Jackman were the parents of seven children, three of whom are yet 
living: Catherine, wife of William Taylor, of Jefferson County, Ohio; Bernard, who is living in 
Columbiana County, Ohio, and Mrs. Dotson. The parents, who were members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, died in Pennsylvania. 

By the union of Mr. and Mrs. Dotson five children yet living have been born: Bazzle, who 
married Miss Eliza Jane Paisley, is now a resident of Shelby, Neb.; Oella, wife of LaFayette 
Packwood, of Des Moines County, Iowa; Samuel, who lives in Louisa County; Hattie and 
George, who are at home. 

In 1854, accompanied by his family, Mr. Dotson came by boat to Louisa County, landing at Port 
Louisa. The country was then in a wild, uncultivated state, but settling on section 25, Wapello 
Township, he immediately began to develop a farm. He first moved his family into a brick house 
which was owned by a Mr. Bell, but the following year built a home of his own. He there resided 
until 1865, when he sold out and moved to the farm where he now resides, on section 34 of the 
same township, which has now been his home for twentythree years. When he first came to the 
county the nearest trading-post was Wapello, and his crops had to be hauled there in wagons. 
Many hardships incident to pioneer life had to be encountered, but with a determination to 
succeed Mr. Dotson overcame all difficulties, and by industry and economy has become one of 
the well-to-do farmers of the county, now owning 210 acres of land, 160 of which are highly 
cultivated. In his political views in early life Mr. Dotson was a Whig, and cast his first vote for 
Gen. W. H. Harrison, but on the dissolution of that party, and the organization of the Republican 
in 1856, he joined the latter, and has since been one of its supporters. Strictly honest in his 
dealings, his word is as good as his bond. He and his wife are members of the Holiness Church. 

Children of Bazzle: 

SUSANNA DOTSON 

On the 4th of December, 1856, Mr. (Alexander) Hamilton was united in marriage to Miss 
Susanna Dotson, who was born in Pennsylvania and came to Louisa county. Iowa, in 1844. She 
is a daughter of Bazel S. and Mary (Davidson) Dotson, natives of Pennsylvania and England 
respectively. Both are now deceased. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Hamilton have been born nine children, 
as follows: Anna Letta, who married G. W. Schofield, of Wapello township; Juan Darilla, the 
wife of William Torode, of Louisa county; A. G., also of this county; T. T., a resident of the state 
of Washington; Adaline, who married William O. Syphrit. of Louisa county; Bertha, the wife of 
E. E. Campbell, also of this county; Frank, residing in this county; George, filling the position of 
express agent for the Rock Island Railroad Company; and Charles, yet at home. The mother of 
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this family was called to her final rest on the 4th of December, 1900. She was a lady of many 
excellent traits of heart and mind and was highly esteemed in the community. 

JOSEPH M DOTSON 

A veteran of the Civil war, Joseph M. Dotson is now living retired at Columbus Junction where 
he has made his home and has been favorably known for nearly forty years. He is a native of 
Washington county, Pennsylvania, born February 21, 1837, a son of B. S. and Mary (Davidson) 
Dotson. The father was born in Maryland, but the mother was a native of England and emigrated 
to America in childhood, the families locating in Pennsylvania. They were married in the 
Keystone state and in 1844 Mr. Dotson arrived with his family in Des Moines county, Iowa. In 
1849 ne removed to Louisa county and located upon government land in Wapello township. 

Here he built a frame cottage of two rooms which was one of the first frame buildings of the 
county and was regarded as an object of great interest by the early settlers. The father and mother 
continued to live at the old homestead during the remainder of their lives. They were the parents 
of fourteen children, seven of whom survive, namely: Joseph M.; Sarah J., the wife of George 
Turner, of Washington; Mark, who makes his home in Louisa county; Harriet, now Mrs. E. 
Stevens, of Wapello; Irene, a resident of Spokane, Washington; Oliver P., of Eldon, Iowa; and 
Eva, the wife of George Deal, of Wapello. 

Joseph M. Dotson, of this review, came to Louisa county with his parents and continued at home 
until after reaching his majority. Upon the breaking out of the Civil war he responded to the call 
of President Lincoln for defenders of the Union and enlisted in Company K, Second Iowa 
Cavalry, in which he served continuously for four years and two months. He participated in 
several of the great battles of the war and in many minor engagements, passing through almost 
unscathed, as he received only a slight wound on the head during the entire period named. He 
was a good soldier and was always to be found at his post of duty. He was honorably mustered 
out of service at Davenport, Iowa, and returned to Louisa county, where he purchased seventy 
acres of land in Wapello township, and which he cultivated for two years. He then sold out and 
spent two years at Wapello, after which he rented a farm for a period of two years. In 1872 he 
located in Columbus Junction and entered the hotel business, which proved a successful venture. 
He gained an enviable reputation as a hotelkeeper on account of his pleasing manner and the 
generous accommodations available at his house and continued in the'business for twenty years. 
He has since lived in honorable retirement, being the owner of a handsome residence and of 
other property in Columbus Junction. 

In October, 1865, Mr. Dotson was married to Miss Amanda C. Van Horn and to them was born a 
daughter, Buena V., who is the wife of F. Abrams, of Columbus Junction. Mrs. Dotson departed 
this life in 1867, and in 1868 Mr. Dotson was married to Josephine W- Welch, a native of 
Indiana, who has proven to him a true and helpful companion. Mr. Dotson cast his first vote for 
John C. Fremont as president of the United States and he has ever since continued as a stanch 
supporter of the republican party. He served with general acceptance as mayor of Columbus 
Junction and also as a member of the town board. A valiant soldier in the time of his country's 
need, he has been an honorable, energetic and progressive citizen, and in the evening of his life 
he enjoys a comfortable home and the respect of a large circle of friends. Fraternally he is 
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identified with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and also with the Grand Army of the 
Republic. 

Eva E Dotson 

On the 1st of January. 1880, Mr. (George R) Deihl was united in marriage to Miss Eva E. 

Dotson, a native of Louisa county and a daughter of Basil and Mary (Davison) Dotson who were 
born in Pennsylvania and England respectively. They came to this county in 1844 and here spent 
the remainder of their lives, Mr. Dotson passing away in March, 1872. while his wife was called 
to her final rest in April, 1896. Their union was blessed with fourteen children, seven of whom 
are yet living. Mrs. Deihl was the youngest member of the family. By her marriage she has 
become the mother of five children, as follows: Blanch A., the wife of Stephen Pandel, of Louisa 
county; John D., the cashier of the State Savings Bank of Wapello; J. Ross, who was graduated 
from business, college and is,now an employe of Armour & Company of Chicago; Frank, who is 
now a high school student; and Margaret M.community. 

Grandson of Bazzle, son of David: 

SAMUEL DOTSON 

Samuel Dotson, an enterprising and progressive business man of Wapello, is numbered among 
Louisa county's native sons, his birth here having occurred on the 25th of March, 1858. His 
parents, David and Mary (Jackman) Dotson, were born and reared in Pennsylvania, but resided 
for many years in Louisa county. They are now deceased, the father passing away at the age of 
eighty one years and the mother when seventy-nine years old. In their family were eight children, 
as follows: John, now deceased; Basil, of Nebraska; William, who has likewise passed away; O. 
Ella, who married Lafe Packwood, of Nebraska; Nancy Jane, deceased; Samuel, of this review; 
Hattie K.. at home; and George W., a resident of Wapello township. 

Samuel Dotson was reared to farm life, acquiring his education in the country schools, and 
remained with his parents until after attaining his majority, assisting in the work of the fields and 
thereby gaining a thorough and practical knowledge of agriculture. When twenty-two years old 
he took up the carpenter's trade and since that time has divided his attention between that 
occupation and general agricultural pursuits. His home is located on a tract of fourteen acres, all 
of which is under cultivation and upon which he raises good crops, and he is also interested in 
Texas land, being the owner of ten lots in that state. In his trade he is proving himself capable 
and efficient, doing all kinds of general carpentering work, and in the conduct of both branches 
of his business he is meeting with gratifying results. 

Mr. Dotson was married, on the 3d of February, 1909, to Mrs. Nellie E. (Brady) Allen, of Louisa 
county, who by her former marriage has two children, Roy and Samuel G., the latter four years 
old. By her marriage to Mr. Dotson she has become the mother of a daughter, Mary Evelena, one 
and a half years old. The religious faith of Mr. Dotson is indicated by his membership in the 
Methodist church, and he also is a member of the Knights of Pythias and the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows. He gives his political support to the republican party and has held several minor 
township offices, including that of trustee, the duties of which he has ever performed in a most 
faithful, efficient and satisfactory manner. His life has been one of well directed activity and 
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intelligent effort, resulting in the attainment of a fair measure of success, and wherever he is 
known he is honored by reason of his genuine worth and high personal character. 

Grandson of Bazzle, son of David: 

THURMAN A. DOTSON 



MU. AND Mii.H. THURMAN A. IKJTSOX 


Thurman A. Dotson, a prosperous farmer of Wapello township, is the owner of an eighty- acre 
tract of land located on sections 34 and 35, known as the Twin Willow Farm. He is a native son 
of Louisa county, his natal day being September 22, 1867. He is a son of David, Jr., and Lydia A. 
(Bier) Dotson, the former born October 15, 1841, in Pennsylvania, and the latter in Louisa 
county. The father brought his family to Louisa county in an early day and here spent his 
remaining years, his death occurring in 1906. The mother still survives and yet makes her home 
in Louisa county on the old home place in Wapello township. Unto them were born five 
children: Thurman A., of this review; Sionilli, the wife of George Mellinger, of Louisa county; 
Bazella, the wife of William Westfall, also of this county; Etta, at home; and one who died in 
infancy. 

Thurman A. Dotson was reared on the home farm, early being trained to the duties and labors 
that fall to the farm lad as he assisted in the work of plowing, planting and harvesting in the 
spring and summer months, while in the winter seasons he pursued his studies in the district 
school. When he attained his majority he started out upon an independent business venture, 
choosing as his life work the occupation to which he was reared. For five years he operated 
rented land, and at the end of that time began the manufacture of brick and tile in Newport, 
which he conducted for four years. However, this did not prove congenial to him, and he 
disposed of his business interests and invested his money in the farm which is now his home, this 
tract comprising eighty acres on sections 34 and 35, Wapello township. His place, known as the 
Twin Willow Farm, is well improved with good buildings, while the land has been placed in 
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good condition through the efforts of Mr. Dotson. He makes a specialty of raising seed corn and 
he also raises good grades of stock. 

Mr. Dotson was married November 19, 1889, to Miss Minerva Jamison, who was born in Louisa 
county, January 29, 1872, a daughter of J. W. and Rachel (Vaughn) Jamison, l ik ewise natives of 
this county and both still living, their biographies appearing on another page of this work. Mrs. 
Dotson is the fourth in order of birth in a family of five children, and by her marriage has 
become the mother of a son and daughter: Walter Elsworth, who was born July 21, 1890, and is 
still with his parents; and Lois Alta, who was born May 6, 1897. 

In his political views and affiliations, Mr. Dotson is a republican and at the present time is 
serving as assessor of his township, and he is also filling the office of school director. He and his 
wife are members of the Methodist Protestant church and they enjoy the high regard of a host of 
friends. 


Emanuel Dotson 1798 - 1881 
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Emmanuel Dotson. 


From History of Ritchie county by Minnie Kendall Lowther 

Emanuel D "Manuel" Dotson was a grandson of the Revolutionary War ancestor Richard Dotson 
and son of William and Mary Franks Dotson. He was born March 1, 1798 probably in 
Hampshire County, Virginia, and died 12 Feb 1881 in Clay District, Ritchie County, WV. He 
married Hannah Sayre about 1822 in Tyler or Wood County, VA, daughter of Benjamin and 
Nancy Tucker Sayre. Hannah was born 23 Aug 1803 in Monongalia County, VA or August 24, 
1803 per death records, and died 20 Oct 1862 recorded in Book 1, Page 11, Fine 8 Ritchie 
County, WV of spinal affliction, age 59 years 1 month 27 days. 

Emanuel was probably a young child when he came with his parents and grandfather to what is 
now the Toll Gate area of Ritchie County, West Virginia. After he married, he and wife lived on 
Cabin Run in Ritchie County. The middle initial "D" comes from write-up in Hardesty's History 
regarding his son: "Hiram S Dotson was born and raised on the farm he now owns and carried on 
in Clay District, Ritchie County, and to which he has added three hundred acres cleared and 
improved by himself. His birth was on the 21st of Sept. 1823, Emanuel D and Hannah Dotson 
his parents". 

From a family write-up by descendant Fetha Nutter Zinn: "In the early 1800's a home was 
established on Cabin Run, about two miles from Toll Gate, which derived its name from the toll 
gate on the North Western Turnpike. This home was established by Emmanuel and Hannah 
Dotson. He was a descendant of Richard Dotson. Their home was built of logs, as most homes 
were then. Emanuel Dotson deeded the land to the school board for the first schoolhouse in this 
section. It was located near the Flanagan line, on the old road to Fynn Camp." 
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"History of Ritchie County" by Minnie K. Lowther says: "Emmanuel Dotson was born at 
Greenwood, on March 1, 1798; and in his early manhood, was married to Miss Hannah Sears 
(Sayre), and on Cabin run where Thomas Dotson now lives, they established their home near the 
year 1820. Here they remained until they crossed to the other side, and at Tollgate they rest. 
Mr. Dotson died on February 12, 1881 at the age of eighty-two years. He and his wife Hannah, 
were the parents of three sons and one daughter; viz., Hiram S, John IV., Granville, and Lovisa." 

Emanuel is buried at Toll Gate Baptist Cemetery North of Old Route 50 just east of Toll Gate 
which includes the old Broadwater Cemetery. His gravestone shows died 12 Feb 1881 age 81 
years, 11 months, 11 days. Death Register Ritchie County, WV 1853-1903 page 36 shows death 
February 12, 1880 age 83 old age, farmer, parents and place of birth unknown; Consort 
unknown; reported by H. S. Dotson 'friend'. Since the 1880 census reported him on June 10, 
1880, 1881 appears to be the correct death year. 

Son: Hiram Sayre Dotson (1823-1913) 



From: Hardesty's History of Ritchie County 1883: 

"HIRAM S DOTSON was born and raised on the farm he now owns and carried on in Clay 
District, Ritchie County, and to which he has added three hundred acres cleared and improved 
by himself. His birth was on the 21st of Sept. 1823, Emanuel D and Hannah Dotson his parents. 
He has been twice married and the father of fifteen children. Susan his first wife was the mother 
of: Mansfield H., born Aug. 14, 1844; lives in Baltimore, MD; Spencer B., Dec 7, 1846, and 
Perry E., June 15, 1848, live in Ritchie County; Amos A., Nov 9, 1850, lives in Wirt County; 
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William F., May 7, 1852 and Alpheus R., May 22, 1854, lives in Ritchie County; Mary E., Oct 4, 
1856 and Alice Jane Nov. 19, 1858, live in Dodd. County., this state; Granville, March 6, 1860 
and Sarah J., Nov 9, 1862, live in Ritchie County.; Susan Jane July 3, 1864, lives in Dodd. 
County. The mother of these children died July 12, 1864 in the faith of the Christian, having 
been, with her husband, in the membership of the Methodist Episcopcd Church since 1856. In 
Ritchie County in 1865, Hiram S Dotson was joined in wedlock with Melvina, daughter of 
Thomas and Anna Pool. She was born in Harrison County, June 13, 1835, and the children with 
her union with Mr. Dotson are: John W., born August 23, 1866; Daniel V., March 30, 1867; 
Thomas, Jan. 3, 1869; Anna B., Feb. 4, 1871. Mr. Dotson served two years in the Fedeml army, 
enlisting in Aug. 1862, in the 14th West Virginia Infantry, and received discharge for disability. 
Mansfield D., Spencer and Perry, the three older sons, were cdl Fedeml soldiers. The post office 
address of Hiram S Dotson is Toll Gate, Ritchie County, West Virginia.” 

From: "History of Ritchie County" by Minnie K. Lowther: "Hiram S. Dotson, the one son that 
remained here, was born on Cabin Run, in 1822, and spent his entire life within the bounds of 
his native County, where his ashes lie. He was first married to Miss Susan Mcirkwell, who died 
while he was serx’ing as a Union soldier in 1863, leaving eleven children; and his second wife 
was Miss Melvina Poole, who was the mother of his other five children. On October 26, 1863, 
he was honorably discharged from the army serx’ice because his orphan children demanded his 
presence at home. The children of the first union were Mansfield S., Spence B., Perry E., Amos 
A., Wm. F., Alpheus R., Charles G., Mrs. Alice J Ash, Mrs. Sarah G. Kyger, and Mrs. Susan 
Smith — one name is missing. Those of the second marriage were: J.W., David V, Thomas J., 
Mrs. Annabella Nutter, and Mary, who became the wife of Henry Miller ." 

Civil War record: Pvt. County G 14th Regiment VA Infantry-muster in Sept 13, 1862 at 
Ellenboro, VA for 3 years. From Ritchie County, Clay District. July and August 1863 AWOL 
but honorably discharged at Petersburg VA, Oct 26 1863 by special order # 479 hardship. Hiram 
Dotson and three sons, Spencer, Mansfield and Perry all served the Union in the Civil War. In 
1890 report of service shows date of enlistment August 2, 1862 Date of Discharge November 15, 
1863 Length of Service 1 year 3 months 13 days. Post office was showing as Toll Gate. 

Family Write-Up by Letha Nutter Zinn: Hiram built a two-story frame home with huge 
fireplaces at the same site where his father previously had built a log cabin. Adjacent to this was 
a cut stone cellar with a two-story building over it, for grain storage, and a workshop. Years 
later this house was replaced by another style house. On this same tract of land, at least three 
log houses were built for or by members of Hiram's family. The only evidence of them, is the 
huge cut stone from the fireplaces and chimneys. In 1887 Hiram Dotson gave the land for a 
better building known as the Power Cabin Run School. This building is still in good condition. 
All this is in Ritchie County now. 

In Ritchie County Court House is record of the settlement of H.S. Dotson Estate in 1902. Book 
50, page 497. Melvina, widow, received 1/3 of the estate or 55 1/2 acres. The remainder of the 
land was divided in lots of about 10 1/2 acres and were deeded to (Dotsons unless otherwise 
indicated) T. J., Amos, P.E., M. E. Stinespring, Alice Ash, S.B, A. R., M. B. Nutter, M. H., C. 
G., Susan Smith, and Sarah Kiger. 
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Francis Marion Dotson (1861 - died after 1924) 





From: A history of Northwest Ohio: Volume 2, Lewis Publishing Company, by Nevin Otto 
Winter, 1917 

Francis Marion Dotson of Toledo has made a noteworthy record as a lawyer and in banking and 
business affairs. His offices in Toledo are in the Spitzer Building, and in recent years he has 
confined his practice almost entirely to corporation and business law. In former years he 
practiced for a time in Nebraska, and while there he assisted in founding what is now the law 
department of the University of Nebraska. He is also president of the German Banking Company 
of Lindsey in Sandusky County. 

He was born November 2, 1861, and the farm on which he first saw the light of day, in Shawnee 
Township of Allen County, Ohio, is now partly occupied by the Village of Hume. His parents 
were Samuel and Hester Ann (Bowsher) Dotson, the father a native of Ohio and of English 
descent, and the mother a native of Ross County, Ohio, and of German ancestry. The parents 
were married in Allen County, after that lived for a time in Ross County, and returning to Allen 


141 



County lived there until 1869, when they moved to Auglaize County, locating on a farm four 
miles north of Wapakoneta, which was their home until 1880. They next moved to the Town of 
Cridersville in Auglaize County, and about that time Francis M. Dotson began his career as a 
teacher in the district schools of Allen County, where altogether he taught about seven years. 
About 1891 the parents returned to the old homestead at the Town of Hume and lived there the 
rest of their lives. The father passed away in 1900 at the age of sixty-eight, and the mother in 
1914, aged eighty-four. Samuel Dotson was a farmer most of his life, but for a time was in the 
furniture business at Cridersville until his health failed. He lost his health, due to disabilities 
incurred by his service in the Civil war. He went out as a private in Company G of the Eighty- 
first Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and afterwards served as orderly sergeant. For three years he was 
in the army of Tennessee under General Sherman, and was mustered out and given an honorable 
discharge at the close of the war. 

In the family were nine children, one of whom died in infancy, and the eight who grew up all 
married, and seven are still living. Mentioned in order of age they are: Mrs. D. T. Barton, of 
Cridersville, Ohio; Rufus M., of Lima; Mrs. Isaac P. McClure, who died in December, 1911; 
Francis M.; Mrs. E. A. Spees, of Lima; Mrs. A. V. Cawood, of Robinson, Illinois; Mrs. William 
Reed, of Fort worth, Texas; and J. A. Dotson, who occupies the old home at Hume, Ohio. 

Francis Marion Dotson spent his early life on a farm, attended the common schools of Auglaize 
County, and it is an interesting fact that the district school which he attended graduated, in a 
period of two years, seventeen students who became teachers, and probably no other district 
school in Ohio could surpass such a record. Mr. Dotson also attended the Northern Ohio 
University at Ada, where he took the scientific course, but both before and afterwards he taught 
school, as already mentioned, in Allen County. 

With the class of 1887 he graduated LL. B. from the law department of the University at Ada, 
and for the following year was dean of the law department there. He resigned that position to go 
to Lincoln, Nebraska, where he was admitted to the Nebraska bar in 1888. For a time he was 
associated in law practice in Nebraska with Charles G. Dawes, who afterwards became 
comptroller of the currency under President McKinley and for the past fifteen years has been one 
of the most prominent bankers of Chicago. While at Lincoln, Mr. Dotson, with another attorney, 
Mr. Smith, organized a law class of twenty-five students from the various law offices in Lincoln, 
and they conducted this class under the name Central Law School. Two years later this was 
formally adopted as a department of the State University, and thus he had an important part in 
creating the present University Law School in Nebraska. 

Returning from Nebraska to Lima. Mr. Dotson was admitted to the Ohio bar and became 
associated in practice with Ira A. Longsworth under the firm name of Longsworth & Dotson. He 
remained at Lima until April, 1892, and has since been in active practice at Toledo, and has had 
no partnership relations since locating in this city. 

As already stated, he gave his attention to general practice for a number of years, but now 
devotes his time almost entirely to real estate and corporation law. In 1907 Mr. Dotson organized 
and has since been president of the German Banking Company of Lindsey, which is capitalized 
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at $15,000. August Heileman is vice president and A. C- Frank is cashier of this institution. At 
the present time Mr. Dotson is also financially and otherwise interested in a new enterprise being 
promoted at Chicago, he and two other parties controlling the business. They have organized for 
the purpose of manufacturing what is called " The Pneumatic Concrete Mixer," a machine that is 
both a mixer and conveyor, all the power being supplied by either compressed air or steam. It is 
an invention which promises a great deal of usefulness, and it is fully protected both by patent or 
patents pending. 

In politics Mr. Dotson is a republican, takes his share of party duties and responsibilities, but the 
only office for which he ever became a candidate was when he ran for the Legislature in Lima. 
In 1914 and 1915 he was a member of the Toledo City Council and was the attorney who framed 
the Dotson Street Railway franchise that was defeated at the election of 1915. The district was 
strongly democratic, and he was defeated, but he had the satisfaction of reducing the normal 
democratic majority by 1,300 votes. This was partly due to the fact that in his younger days he 
had taught school for several years in that section and had a very strong hold on popular 
confidence. Mr. Dotson is a member and elder in the East Side Presbyterian Church. 

He is one of the charter members of the Toledo Commerce Club, and is now chairman of the 
City Cleanliness Committee and on the Workhouse Farm Committee. He also belongs to the East 
Side Research Club, the Toledo Young Men's Christian Association and the Lucas County Bar 
Association. His principal recreation is the game of golf. 

Mr. Dotson and family reside at 2772 Monroe Street. His first wife was Miss Marguerite 
Nungester, who died in Toledo in 1894. Their daughter Hazel Marguerite, who was born in 
Toledo, was educated in the local schools and the Northfield Seminary at Northfield, 
Massachusetts, and is now at home. On August 20, 1895, Mr. Dotson married at Garrett, Indiana, 
Miss Ellen Grace Whitlock. Mrs. Dotson was born in Steuben County, Indiana, was educated at 
Garrett, and she is the mother of two daughters, both of whom were born in Toledo. Helen Ruth, 
the older, graduated from the Scott High School at Toledo in the class of 1915 and is now a 
student in the State University of California at Berkeley. Marian Constance is still a student in 
the public schools in Toledo. 
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George Dodson Family from Maryland to Washington DC to Kentucky 

History of Kentucky, Volume 3 By William Elsey Connelley, Ellis Merton Coulter, printed 

around 1920 is the source photos and some of the history below. 

John Dodson and Henry Dodson were born about 1782 and 1785 in Maryland and are believed to 
be brothers who married sisters. John married Rachel Darnall 10 September 1803 in Prince 
George's County Maryland. She is said to have been born 6 January 1784 in Maryland. Henry 
married Rebecca Darnall, date unknown, who is said to have been born 20 Feb 1792 in Lower 
Marlboro, Prince George's County, Maryland. 

Rebecca and Rachel are named in the will of their father written in Calvert and probated 
September 1819 in Prince George's County, MD: 

John Darnall-Will-Prince George Co., Md., Liber T. T. Folio 248 -"I, John Darnall, of Calvert 
Co., State of Maryland"; to Benj. Tayler of Calvert Co., currency; to Harriot Taylor, furniture, 
currency, etc.; to Mary Tayler, furniture, currency, etc.; dau., Elizabeth Darnall, land to be laid 
out of tract in Calvert Co., called Mill Mount, in manner not to interfere with Mill or Mill seat; to 
son, Chas. Darnall, another part of aforesaid tract; daus., Rebecca Dodson and Rachel Dodson, 
tract in City of Washington; to dau., Sarah Jones, all remainder of tract in Calvert, together with 
all improvements belonging; to daus., Sarah Jones, Rachel Dodson, Rebecca Dodson, Elizabeth 
Darnall and to Edward Jones, for use of Mary Davis (James Davis, husband of Mary), dau., Ann 
Davis, and to her and "my youngest son, Chas. Darnall," all residue of Estate. Extrs: Benj. 
Tollers and Edward Jones. Written Sept. 1, 1819; probated Sept. 20, 1819. Wts.: John Soper, 
Levin Boone, Richard H. Marshall. 

It appears that George Dodson, a son of Henry and Rachel, was an early settler in Maysville 
Kentucky around 1827. George Dodson married Permelia Ellen Curtis, daughter of James 
Curtis, February 24, 1835. 
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Omar D>«>s<in 


At. mar D«>i»j>n 


Gmhiix DnraoM. Sr. 


Ghirck A. I>< >»v iN 


George Dodson, son of Henry and Rebecca (Darnall) Dodson, moved to Maysville, Kentucky, 
from Washington, D. C. Henry Dodson was a merchant of Washington; his brother, John 
Dodson, also of Washington, married, September 10, 1803, Rachel Darnall, sister of his wife, 
Rebecca. John Dodson and Henry Dodson were sons of John Dodson of Maryland. Children of 
Henry and Rebecca (Darnall) Dodson: George, owner of foregoing Bible; Marion, who was 
sister of the House of the Good Shepherd of Baltimore, Maryland, and later Louisville, 
Kentucky, and Ellen. 

In the obituary of Mrs. Margaret Virginia (Dodson) Wroe, Washington City Times, February 4, 
1903, is the following: "Mrs. Margaret Virginia Wroe died of grief Sunday, February 2, 1903, 
from the death of her husband three weeks ago at 810 13th Street, where they had lived for 63 
years, and buried in the quaint, old vault built by her father, John H. Dodson, who gave the land 
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on which the famed Rock Creek Protestant Episcopal Church was built. Mrs. Wroe was daughter 
of John Henry Dodson, a wealthy land owner and a great deal in that section of Washington City 
belonged to him, and he, with Dudley Diggs, mostly built the church building of brick. She 
married William A. Wroe. He was associated with Governor Sheppard in the reconstruction of 
the city, and became very wealthy. John Henry Dodson was born August 7, 1806, son of John 
and Rachel (Darnall) Dodson, married 1836 Lucinda Boteler, born Dec. 28, 1813." 

Omar Dodson, whose name is carried in the Omar Dodson Wholesale Grocery of Maysville, 
(KY) was a son of the founder of that business in pioneer days, George Dodson, I, and its active 
head today is his nephew, George Dodson, II. 

The Dodson family came originally from Oxford, England, and the genealogy is traced back in 
consecutive line to about 1600. On coming to America the pioneer settled at St. Mary's, 
Maryland. In Colonial times there was a Henry Dodson, who was a merchant at Washington 
City. He was the brother of George, I, who was the father of Almar, and the latter was the father 
of George, II. 

George Dodson, Sr., came from Maryland about 1827, when he was nineteen years of age. The 
first work he did at Maysville was as hod carrier during the building of a house, at wages of $1 a 
day. While he made a humble start, his superior intelligence and thrift brought him subsequently 
a high position in business affairs and wealth for that day. About 1835 he added a stock of 
groceries to his butcher business, and gradually built up an extensive wholesale trade. He was a 
pioneer in the shipping of dressed beef to England, but as the refrigeration process had not yet 
been invented the venture was disastrous. Before railroads were built the business depended 
entirely upon river and overland transportation. There was a trade over the interior district back 
from Maysville for a hundred miles. His original business location was at the foot of Wall Street 
on the Ohio River, and the business has been conducted practically in one location ever since. 
George Dodson continued the business as jobber for twenty-five years, until 1859, when the 
Omar Dodson Wholesale Grocery was established. George Dodson, I, lived until advanced age, 
passing away in 1890, at the age of eighty-two. His wife was Ellen Curtis, member of a pioneer 
Mason County family. She died at the age of sixty. Her second son was Robert, who became a 
tobacco dealer at Cincinnati, .where he died. The two sons who for many years were closely 
associated in the Omar Dodson Wholesale Grocery were Omar and Almar. Omar Dodson was 
born in November, 1843, and entered the business in 1859, his brother Almar joining him later. 
He was active in its development and expansion more than half a century, until his death on 
February 3, 1919. Omar Dodson married Mrs. Elizabeth (Steers) Armstrong, of Mason County. 
She died in 1912, leaving no children. 

Almar Dodson was born July 9, 1853, and married Florence Frost, of Maysville, who died in 
1898, at the age of twenty-eight. Almar Dodson died January 13, 1922. His four children were: 
Julia, wife of Rev. William Dern, of Fort Thomas, Kentucky; Florence, wife of Robert Utter, of 
Maysville; Robert, who died at the age of nine years; and George, who is now the active head of 
the Omar Dodson Wholesale Grocery. 
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George Dodson, of the present generation, has been the directing spirit in the business since 
1918. For a number of years he was the commercial salesman of the organization and he still 
visits occasionally his old customers. George Dodson has in his possession an old flintlock 
musket which was made at Harpers Ferry, Virginia, in 1829, and was brought to Kentucky by his 
grandfather, George Dodson. George Dodson, II, has served as a member of the City Council 
and the Board of Education. His home is just outside the city limits. He married Lillian 
Stolworthy, of Cincinnati, and their two children are Mary Florence and George. 

DODSON BIBLE at one time in the possession of Mrs. Lillian Dodson of Paris, Kentucky 

MARRIAGES 

Robert F. Adair and Sarah Isabella Dodson, daughter of George and Pemelia Dodson, married November 13, 1854. 
Robert Middleton Dodson and Mary Anne Elstiner, son of George and Permelia Dodson, July 21, 1870. 

Aimer Dodson and Martha Florence Frost, son of George and Permelia Dodson, May 14, 1890. 

Omar Dodson and Mary Elizabeth Steers, son of George and Permelia, Dodson, February 14th, 1899. 

George Aimer Dodson, son of Almar Dodson, married Lillian Ewalt Stolworthy, on March 7th, 1914, at Church of 
the Advent, Walnut Hills, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

BIRTHS 

Edwin Titus Dodson, born January 8th, 1836. 

Robert Middleton Dodson, born April 21st, 1837. 

Sarah Isabella Dodson, bom June 27th, 1839. 

Orner Dodson, born November 26th, 1841. 

James Henry Dodson, born April 1844. 

Marion Florence Dodson, born November 13, 1850. 

Aimer Dodson, born July 9th, 1853. 

Rebecca Dodson, born June 23, 1855. 

Mary Florence Dodson, daughter of George A., September 15th, 1917. 

George Almar Dodson,; Jr., son of George A., August 1, 1919. 

Lillian Ewalt Dodson, daughter of George A., April 19th, 1923. 

DEATHS 

Edwin Titus Dodson, died June, 1836. 

James Henry Dodson, died January 30, 1845. 

Rebecca Dodson, died August 11, 1855. 

Permelia Elen Dodson, died January 24th, 1869, Sunday evening at 10 o'clock. 

Robert Middleton Dodson, died April 3, 1876, at Cincinnati, at half past 12 o'clock. 

George Dodson, our father, at Maysville, (Kentucky), died September 10th, 1890. 

Marion Florence Dodson, died at Maysville, June 12th, 1891. 

Mary Elizabeth Steers, wife of Omar Dodson, died March 17th, 1912, aged sixty years two months. 

Robert F. Adair, husband of Sarah Isabella Dodson, died May 14th, 1907. (See Adair Bible). 

Florence Martha, wife of Aimer Dodson, died September 27th, 1898. 

Mary Elstiner, wife of Robert Middleton Dodson, died 19_. 

George Almar Dodson, son of Almar Dodson, died January 27th, 1925. 

BIRTHS 

Permelia Elen Curtis, wife of George Dodson, bom December 5th, 1817. 

George Dodson, born August 22nd. 1809. 
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JESSE DODSON 

From Sketches Of Tennessee's Pioneer Baptist Preachers 

"In memory of Rev. Jesse Dodson; born November 22, 1752; died November 22, 1843. A 
minister of the gospel sixty years." (Tombstone record, Eastanollee Church.) 

The deceased was born in Halifax County, Va. His first settlement in Tennessee was in 
Claiborne County. From there he went to Middle Tennessee. In 1819 he came to the Hiwassee 
Purchase, making a settlement in McMinn County, a few months before the county was 
"erected." On the Eastanallee is a house still standing, I believe, built ninety-eight years ago by 
Jesse Dodson. 

Soon after his settlement in the Hiwassee district he began pioneer work. He and seven others 
constituted themselves into the Eastanallee Church. He and Silas Witt organized New Hopewell. 
He and James Courtney founded the Hiwassee Church. Salem Church was organized by him and 
Richard Wilson, while he and John Short were co-founders of the Friendship Church. He was 
preacher to and pastor of these and other churches for many years. 

He was of Welsh extraction and had the Welsh fire. He was not trained to methodical 
sermonizing or systematic exposition of Scripture, but was earnest and fervent in exhortation, 
and was successful in revivals. 

Elder Dodson owned 300 acres of land in the heart of Eastanallee valley, and ten negroes, whom 
he "freed," it is said, after the death of his wife (by whom he came into possession of them), 
giving as his reason that he had "concluded that a bill of sale of negroes in his pocket would be a 
bad passport at the gate of Heaven." 

His wife was a Miss Ruth Johnson, of South Carolina, of a well-to-do. family, but the date of his 
marriage and other family and ministerial records have perished, were washed away or 
destroyed, it is thought, by the high waters of the Eastanallee in the year 1875. 

He lived to preach and exhort sinners to repentance about sixty-one years, and on his 91st 
birthday died in the triumph of a living faith. 
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James Hardin Dodson, son of Jesse and Elizabeth Hardin Dodson 
From: http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mostodd2/history/gbios/biod.htm 


James H. Dodson, M.D. a well known physician and surgeon of Bloomfield, Mo., was born in 
Ballard County, Ky., June 24, 1831, being the eldest of four children in the family of his parents, 
Dr. Jesse and Elisabeth R. (Hardin) Dodson. 

The former was born and reared in the Old Dominion, and subsequently located in Kentucky, 
where he devoted his life to his profession. When a young man he was commissioned surgeon in 
the War of 1812, but did not serve; his death occurred in 1840. Hardin County, Term., was 
named after his wife's father. 

James H. Dodson was brought up in his native State to the age of fifteen, his limited 
opportunities for acquiring an education being greatly improved by instruction received from his 
mother, a woman of rare domestic virtues and intellectual worth. In 1846 he came with her to 
Stoddard County, Mo., and resumed his studies with a determination and assiduity which soon 
enabled him to engage in teaching a country school. Later on he went to Bloomfield, and under 
the valued instruction of William G. Phelan, a highly accomplished scholar, he pursued a classic 
course for eighteen months, when Mr. Phelan turned his attention to the practice of law, in which 
he afterward achieved a wide reputation. Young Dodson again resumed teaching, having charge 
of a three-months' school, after which he entered Pleasant Hill Academy, became assistant 
teacher, and at the same time pursued three studies. Returning to Bloomfield he obtained about 
$100 per month by teaching three sessions of school, when, having determined to follow the 
profession of his honored father, he commenced the study of medicine under Dr. J.D. Smith, 
with whom he remained some time. 

Just before his majority he was appointed school commissioner of the county, at a time when 
numerous irregularities in the official conduct of this office made the position an unenviable one. 
But with rare wisdom and faithfulness he so conducted himself as to win universal 
commendation and favor, the support given him indicating the esteem in which he was held. 

In 1857 he entered the medical department of the University of Louisiana, at New Orleans, and 
in the spring of 1858 located in Jackson County, Ill., where he practiced medicine with Dr. E. H. 
Dodson until 1860. Then entering the St. Louis Medical College he was graduated from that 
institution, and subsequently returned to Illinois, taking up a location at Dongola, where he 
practiced until 1863. Feeling the necessity of still greater professional knowledge, Dr. Dodson 
went to New York City and attended Bellevue Hospital Medical College in 1863-64, taking 
private instruction under Profs. Austin Flint, Sr. and Jr., and under Prof. Stephen Smith. In the 
spring of 1864 he resumed his professional practice at Dongola, enjoying a most extensive and 
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successful patronage, but at such loss to his health that he returned to his native county in 
Kentucky. 

In 1876 he attended a course of lectures at the Missouri Medical College. In 1868 he became 
permanently located at Bloomfield, where his subsequent professional career has been an 
enviable one. The doctor is a man of liberal ideas in his profession, deeming it to be the 
physician's duty to avoid as well as to cure sickness. He is a great friend of the free school 
system of education, supports all worthy enterprises tending to the good of the community, and 
is ever found ready to lend his influence in behalf of measures honorable and beneficial. His wife 
was formerly Miss Allie Malaskey, of Dongola, Ill., an accomplished lady, who has proven to be 
to the Doctor what a great governor Missouri said of wives - that they were good advisors and 
safe. Their family consists of Ellen E., Mary A., Allie, Elsie and Ida Bedford Dodson. Dr. 
Dodson has passed the various degrees of Masonry up to and including the Royal and Select 
Masters. 
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Dodson Family History - written by James William Armstrong [born 1866] while he was a 
Representative to the Missouri State Legislature. Armstrong was a descendant of Wm. M. 
Dodson. He typed it on the backs of legislature letterhead) 

Among the first fa mi lies to take up residence in South Central Missouri was that of Dr. James 
Madison Dodson, who located on the Wet Glaize, in what is now Camden county, in February 
1832. 

This founder of the Dodson family in Missouri, was a descendent of one of two brothers who 
settled at a very early date on the Tennessee River in what is now northern Alabama. This 
settlement occurred long before there was any civil government west of the struggling colonies 
along the eastern coast of the United States. England, France and Spain all layed claim to the 
large and indefinite region embraced in the territory west of the Allegany Mountains. 

Thus it was that these two brothers took up residence in "No Man’s Land" or at any rate in 
disputed territory, but as none were making any effort to govern, each hoping that if any 
development should occur that would make this territory of value to them, to be able to make 
some showing of a claim that might be recognized. By negotiation, treaty and purchase this vast 
domain finally became part of the United States of America, and was afterward organized into 
sovreign states, which for rapid progress and development are the marvel of the ages and are 
today the greatest granary and food depot in the world. 

But while this was still "no man’s land" and a veritable wilderness so far as subjection to the will 
and purposes of civilization were concerned, it was discovered by the two Dodson brothers who 
viewed it as a goodly land with marvelous possibilities. Here was an opportunity to establish an 
inland empire, beyond attack from sea and practically secure from inroads by land. 

They were evidently descendants of the feudal lords of an older and more primitive civilization. 
At any rate they claimed for themselves and appropriated to their own use a large body of land, 
crescent shaped, bounded on one side by the Tennessee river and by rather distant mountains on 
the other. 

When conflicting claims of different governments beyond the seas were all settled, these two 
brothers were in actual possession. Since they had come from England, though they claimed Irish 
blood, it was not only easy but perfectly natural for them to welcome a government that would 
both recognize and protect them in their claim on account of actual possession. They set out with 
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hearty good will to make their possessions both more valuable and secure by setting up 
constitutional and orderly government. 

Their descendents seemed to have been many and a number later took up residence a little 
further north and aided in the establishment and development of the great state of Tennessee. 

The immediate founder of the Dodson family of which we are descendents was of a family of 
sixteen brothers and no sisters. His father was married twice, each wife bearing him eight sons. 
His last wife and the mother of Dr. James Madison Dodson was a Miss Priscilla Jones, and it is 
said that at least some of his family were very much opposed to this marriage on account of the 
fact that Miss Jones was a seamstress and had to work for a living. I quote direct from a later 
descendant of the family: "The family were not pleased with the match because she was a 
seamstress in the family and any white woman who had to work for her living was not worthy to 
mate with one of the aristocracy that had hundreds of negroes and big plantations. You know the 
old erroneous idea that once existed, prevailed at that time. Any way she must have been a very 
fine woman, for there has been a "Priscilla" in every family down to the present." 

It is perhaps worthy of note that notwithstanding the objections raised on account of Miss Jones 
being compelled to work for a living, one of her seems was deemed worthy to mate with one of 
the proud Davis family. 

Of the sixteen brothers, I am able to give the names of only four — Jerry, Thomas, Elihu and 
James Madison from whom we are descended, who married Miss Lucy Davis, a cousin of 
Jefferson Davis, United States Senator from Mississippi, Secretary of War in the cabinet of 
President Pierce and finally President of the Southern Confederacy. 

James Madison Dodson was born in Alabama in 1772 and died in Camden county, Missouri, 
Dec. 23, 1832. His wife, Lucy Davis Dodson was born in Jefferson county Tenn. and died in 
Camden county, Nov. 18, 1847. Both are buried at Glaize city where they died. 

It was perhaps on account of the extreme fecundity of this family that prompted his removal 
from Alabama and Tennessee. It is readily apparent that no plantation, however large could 
submit to constant division and long remain sufficient in constituent parts to satisfy the needs 
and desires of an ever growing family. Prior to his removal to Missouri he moved several times 
in Tennessee and at least once in Alabama, but was unable to acquire enough land in one body to 
satisfy his ambition to settle his own family of ten children — three sons and seven daughter — 
about him. 

In 1831 he moved to Boone county, Missouri, but found nothing that suited his preconceived 
idea of a permanent habitation. He made a trip to South Missouri and found conditions more to 
his liking. When he started from Boone county he had intended to locate in Greene county, Mo., 
near where Springfield is now located, but on account of a spring thaw in Lebruary, 1832, he 
stopped at what was afterward Glaize City, Camden county, He died in December of the same 
year and as soon as land was surveyed and sectionized his family entered a large body of land on 
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the Wet Glaize creek. He left his family in fairly good circumstances with a number of negro 
slaves. 

The older children were partially educated in Alabama and Tennessee, and after the death of the 
father his two oldest sons went to Kentucky and competed their medical course. This was Wm. 
M. and James N. B. Dodson. 

Following are the children of James Madison and Lucy Davis Dodson: 

Priscilla, who died at age 15 or 16. 

Mary, often called Polly, who married William Donoho, moved to Texas where she died at 
Clarksville, leaving one son, James Donoho. 

William Madison, born in Jackson county, Alabama, Jan. 11, 1811; married Mildred Elvira 
Bagerly, a native of North Carolina, Feb. 21, 1843. She (whose maiden name was Lovelace) and 
her husband came to Missouri in 1840, living in Henry county until 1842 when he died. The 
widow came to Linn Creek in Camden county to take a boat for Kentucky, where she met and 
married Dr. Dodson, who was at that time engage in the wholesale of staple merchandise and the 
practice of his profession. 

James Napoleon Bonaparte, born in Jackson county, Ala., June 10, 1813 — married Miss Louisa 
Harrison in Phelps county in 1843, who died in 1846, leaving one child, Eliza, who died in 1860. 

In 1848, he married a Mrs. _who died in 1861. In 1862 he was again married to Mrs. 

Margaret Johnson who died in 1884, he himself dying March 17, 1893. He had only the one 
child. 

Lucy, who married John G. Estes and had the following children who I call to mind: Priscilla, 
who died before marriage at the age of about 18; Polly, who married William Smith; Andrew 

who married _ Foster; Susannah who married Alex A. Russell; Zilpha, who married 

Thomas Foster; Lucy, who married Wm. R. Simpson; Penelope, who married James P. Gibson; 
also another daughter who died soon after marriage to_Popelewell. 

Elizabeth, who married John B. Harrison and had one child, Lizzie, ho became the wife of Judge 
R. W. Fyan. 

Penelope, who married Berry B. Harrison and had three children, Lucy, Lycurgus and James B. 

Zilpha Davis Dodson, born Dec. 23, 1825, died July 1892. She married Dr. John Brockman. She 
survived both her husband and children and has no living descendants. 

Benjamin Davis Dodson, born Jan 26, 1827, and died April 29, 1902. He married Joe Ann Hester 
Sprout of Greene Co., Mo., whose children were John, who died at 11 years of age; James 
Napoleon Bonaparte who married Montez Stroud of Pea Ridge, Ark. Their children were Lola, 
wife of William R. Morgan of Nevada, Mo.; Joe Ann who died in young womanhood and 
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Isabelle who married Morris Peterson of Illinois; Benjamin D. who was about 30 years old at 
time of death, but was never married; William Madison who married Sallie Titterington and had 
one child, Hester, who married I. N. Evrard now of Marshall, Mo., Dean of faculty of Missouri 
Valley College; Joe Ann, who was older than Benjamin and William, married John O. Morrison. 
Their children were Benjamin, who died in childhood, Roberta, wife of Roy Rhinehart of 
Nevada, Mo.; John O. of Columbia, Mo., and Dr. George Morrison now of Richards, Mo., 
neither of whom are married at the present time; Joseph R. who married Hattie J. West. Their 
children: Blanche, wife of A. T. Gay of Quincy, Ill. Benjamin Davis, who married Leslie Allison 
of Berkeley, Calif, where they now reside; William Pruett, who married Valentine Cook and 
reside in Berkeley, Calif.; Thomas and James S neither of whom are married at this time. 

Upon the death of Joe Ann Hester Sprout Dodson, her husband Benjamin Davis Dodson married 
widow Isabelle Craig, whose maiden name was McFail. To this union was born one child, Belle, 
wife of Fred S. Schaklett of Nevada, Mo. 

The youngest of this older Dodson family was Susannah, who married John Lenox. Their 
children: John Mary and Laura — Mary married a Mr. Tangney and Laura married Dr. J. M. 
Perkins. After the death of her husband, Susannah married Obediah S. Williams and had two 
children, Dr. Ralph Williams and Maud, who married and lived in Texas. 
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John Dodson Family of Richmond County and the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia 

The tract map below prepared was prepared by Jeffrey LeFave and shows a precise location for 
the 260 acres of land owned by John Dodson purchased in 1754 and located 3 miles west of the 
town of Mt. Jackson, Virginia, on Mill Creek. John Dodson sold this land in May of 1761 and 
purchased 400 acres on Stony Creek which was willed upon his death to his son Peter Dodson. 



You can view the full map, and read more about surveys and other properties at this site. 
https://web.archive.Org/web/20151005170400/http://lafavre.us:80/genealogy/mtjackson_map.htm 

The following information is from: “The Dodson (Dotson) Family of North Farnham Parish, 
Richmond County, Virginia: A History and Genealogy of their Descendants, Volume One” by 
Mrs. Sherman Williams, Compiler and Editor and The Rev Silas Emmett Lucas, Jr., Publisher. 
Southern Historical Press, Inc. Easley SC, 1988. This publication has the best researched 
material for the Dodson families of North Farnham Parish (NFPR) in Richmond County Virginia 
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and other counties and nearby states. The progenitor of the Richmond County VA line was 
Charles Dodson born about 1650 in either England or America. 

Page 2: “In his will, Charles Dodson, Sr. bequeathed to his wife, Ann, and to his daughters 
“moveable estate.” To each of his sons, he gave a tract of land with the restriction that the land 
not be sold out of the Dodson name “except that one brother selleth to another and if no male 
heir appeareth by none of my sons that then my Daughters may Inherit the Land.” Children 
names: Charles Dodson, Jr; Thomas Dodson; Bartholomew Richard Dodson; William Dodson; 
John Dodson; Lambeth Dodson; Anne Dodson; Elizabeth Dodson." 

Page 6: “John was born around the early 1700’s in Richmond County., VA. He married 
Elizabeth Goad about 1724, and died Shenandoah Co., VA in 1784. John was a minor and 
probably very young when his father died in 1704/05. He inherited from his father by will 200 
acres, “it being part of hickory neck and of Indian Cabin neck binding upon his brother William 
Dodson (with the proviso in the will that this, and all bequeathed land, not be sold out of the 
Dodson family). 

On 2 July 1726, John Dodson and Charles Dodson sold to Robert Mathews “for the use of 
Mathews for three natural lifetimes,” 100 acres of his inherited tract. There is some question as 
to the identity of the Charles Dodson who joined in this conveyance. Some have suggested that it 
was Charles Dodson III (son of Charles Jr.). However, Charles III signed his legal papers by 
name while this particular deed was signed by a mark. It would seem more probable that this 
transaction was made in the name of John’s own son, Charles. In that case there is a conflict of 
dates. The deed was dated 2 July 1726 while the birthdate of Charles is given in the North 
Farnham Parish Register as 28 August 1726. There is always the possibility that parish registers 
contain errors as events were usually not recorded exactly at the time of their occurrences. 
Whatever the circumstances, John and his heirs considered that the title to the 200 acres in 
Richmond County remained with them. In John’s will, dated 16 Nov 1779, he gave to his son 
Charles 5 pds. Current money “in retaliation of the land to which he might have had a right and I 
do hereby utterly debar my son Charles Dotson his heirs from holding and possessing any part of 
my land forever.” Whatever the meaning of that statement might have been, Charles Dotson 
considered himself entitled to the land in question. In his own will, written in Greene Co., TN on 
21 June 1797, Charles bequeathed to his son, John, “my land or plantation being or lying in 
Richmond County and state of old Virginia containing 200 acres .... l ik ewise all rents 
recoverable on the same.” 

On 6 June 1737, “Charles Dodson and Moses Dodson, the sons of John Dodson,” were put in the 
care of the church wardens of North Farnham Parish (Richmond Co. Order Bk 10, p. 521). They 
were 1 and 8 years of age. One wonders at the circumstances of this action. 

Evidently before, or soon after, this action John Dodson left Richmond County. He was in old 
Augusta Co., VA by 1741 when the Rev. John Craig baptized his daughter Elizabeth. Rev John 
Craig of Donegal Presbytery came as early as 1740 and served regularly the congregations of the 
Upper Shenandoah and irregularly the scattered settlements on the upper branches of the James 
and Roanoke rivers. He was the pastor of historic August Stone church. 


156 



On 11 Nov 1756, John Dodson patented 260 acres in Frederick Co., VA (Virginia Land Grants: 
Northern neck Grants, Fairfax tract). John and wife, Elizabeth, of Frederick Co sold this land 
(described as 260 acres in Frederick, the part formerly Augusta, on Mill Creek adjoining Mary 
Allen) to Abraham Derst (Darst) for 5 shillings (a curiously small consideration). There were 
several small creeks in the vicinity called Mill Creek, the best known being one that flows from 
the northwest and enters the north fork of the Shenandoah River at Mt. Jackson. This was the one 
the surveyors of the Fairfax line crossed near its head which they identified as “Benjamin Allen’s 
mill creek.” Allen was one of the first settlers in the vicinity of Mt. Jackson. 

On 30 Sept 1756, John Dodson patented 400 acres in August Co. (Virginia Land Grants: 
Northern Neck Grants, Fairfax tract). This is likely the “400 acres on the drains of Stony Creek 
whereon I now live” which John Dodson willed to his son Peter in 1779. Stoney Creek feeds into 
the north fork of Shenandoah River at Edinburg. John Dodson was married to Elizabeth Goad, 
daughter of Abraham and Katherine Williams Goad of Richmond Co., VA. There were several 
marriages between the Goad and Dodson families. Elizabeth’s sister, Goad Phillips (sic should 
read Hannah Goad Phillips) (the widow of Tobias Phillips) married William Dodson who was a 
nephew of John. Another sister, Alice Goad, married Fortunatus Dodson, another nephew of 
John (William and Fortunatus being sons of Charles Dodson, Jr.). Elizabeth, Hannah and Alice 
had a brother, John Goad, who settled in Bedford Co., VA. Among his children was a daughter, 
Joanna, who married Valentine Sevier and became the parents of Col/Gov John Sevier 
(Governor of the State of Franklin and the first Governor of Tennessee). Valentine and Joanna 
Goad Sevier settled near New Market, Frederick (now Rockingham) Co., VA and then moved to 
the Watauga Settlement of Tennessee in the fall of 1773. They died in present Carter Co., TN. 
The son, Col. John Sevier, settled in the Nolachucky River valley in Washington Co, TN. This 
no doubt influenced the move of some of John and Elizabeth Goad Dodson’s children to this 
area. 

Children of John and Elizabeth Goad Dodson were: 

Martha Ann Dodson (Callendar) - Martha Ann was born 7 Nov 1725, Richmond Co., VA 
(NFPR). Her marriage to Michael Callender probably occurred under the jurisdiction of “old” 
Augusta Co., or Frederick Co., VA. She was bequeathed 30 shillings by the will of her father in 
1779, referred to as “daughter Ann married to Michael Callender.” There is no further data. 

Charles Dotson Charles was born 28 Aug 1726, Richmond Co., VA (NFPR). When he was 
around the age of eleven, the Churchwardens of North Farnham Parish ordered that he and his 
brother, Moses, be bound out. The reason is not stated. There is no further mention of Charles 
until 1753/4 when Charles and Moses Dodson are named as tax delinquents in Augusta Co., VA 
(Chalkley). Somewhere in Virginia, Charles married Mary (surname unknown). He was living 
on the Staunton River in 1751 or 1752 when his son, John, was bom (John Dodson, 
Revolutionary Pension #2518). Possibly they were residing in the vicinity of some of their Goad 
relatives on Staunton River. Later Charles moved to Shenandoah Co., VA where his father 
resided, and was living there at the outbreak of the Revolution. About 1776 he moved his family 
to Washington Co., TN, the part that became Green Co. in 1783, but was than a part of North 
Carolina. He settled on the Nolachucky River and was taxed for 300 acres of land as early as 
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1780. This tract of land came down in the family to heirs of Charles’ son, Moses Dodson. When 
John, the father of Charles, wrote his will in 1779 in Shenandoah Co., VA, he left his son 
Charles 5 pds current money “in retaliation of the land to which he might have had a right and I 
do hereby utterly debar my son Charles Dotson his heirs form holding and possessing any part of 
my land forever . . . “The purpose of this emphatic statement is not quite clear. The reference to 
the “land to which he might have had a right” obviously refers back to that 200 acre tract in 
Richmond Co. which could not be sold out of the Dodson name, per the terms of the will of 
Charles Dodson Sr. (1704). It is plain and clear that Charles Dodson (son of John and Elizabeth 
Goad Dodson) of Greene Co., TN thought he had a right to the 200 acres in Richmond Co. He 
willed it to his own son, John (of Hawkins Co., TN) in 1797. The 200 acres had been “leased” to 
Robert Mathews in 1726 for the term of “three natural lifetimes.” No one has yet uncovered the 
facts regarding the eventual ownership of the 200 acres in Richmond Co. Charles died in Greene 
Co., TN in 1797 (between 21 Jun, the date of his will, and the August session of court when the 
will was proved). In the will he named his children, most of whom married in Greene Co., TN. 
He also named a grandson, Daniel, whose parents were not identified but who was probably a 
son of Charles Dotson, Jr. This branch of the family generally adopted the “Dotson” spelling of 
the name. Mary, the wife of Charles Dotson, survived him and held a life estate in his property. 
She was alive as late as 1816 as shown by Green Co. tax lists, at which date there is a loss of tax 
lists until 1828 and she is no longer listed. 

Moses Dodson - Moses was born 12 Jan 1729, Richmond Co., VA (NFPR). He and his brother 
Charles were “put in the car of churchwardens of North Farnham Parish to be bound out, on 6 
June 1737 (Richmond Co Court Orders 10-521). There is no explanation for this action. Moses 
was about 8 years old at the time. There is no information available on the whereabouts of Moses 
until his name is found on a list of tax delinquents in Augusta Co., VA for the year 1753-4; 
“Charles and Moses Dodson - out of the county (Chalkley, Chronicles of the Scotch-Irish 
Settlement in Virginia, Vol.2, p. 415). After this record, Moses fades into oblivion. It is not 
known if he married and had children. Apparently he was already dead in 1779 when his father, 
John, wrote his will in Shenandoah Co., VA as he is not mentioned in the will. 

John Dodson Jr. is presumed that the John Dodson b. 12 Aug 1731 and who died 27 May 1734 
Richmond Co., VA (NFPR). 

Peter Dodson was born 22 May 1735, Richmond Co., VA (NFPR). He died around Sept 1800 in 
Shenandoah Co., VA. His wife was Mary (surname unknown). The date of her birth and 
marriage to Peter are not known, but she was still alive in 1800. Peter inherited his father’s 
plantation in Shenandoah Co., “400 acres on the drains of Stony Creek,” where he continued to 
make his home. This branch of the family seemed to be obsessed with the idea of restricting their 
land to their families. Peter wrote his will on 4 Sept 1800. He specified that his wife, Mary, was 
“to keep the land and plantation whereon I now live until my two sons, Joseph and Jacob, come 
of age and they are not to sell it until it comes to their children’s children” (Shenandoah Wills E- 
373). In 1813, Jacob and Joseph Dodson confirmed this land to each other by deed (Shenandoah 
deeds U-524,526). This may have been done at the time their mother died. The fact that Peter, 
born in 1735, had minor children in 1800 could be an indication that he was married twice. He 
could have had older children by a prior marriage who were not dealt with in his will. Or, this 
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could only mean that he married late in life. A thorough study of Shenandoah Co. records would 
probably reveal much about this family. 


Elizabeth Dodson (Kyle) - Elizabeth’s date of birth does not appear in North Farnham Parish 
Register. She evidently was born after the family left Richmond Co. She was baptized in 
Augusta Co., VA in 1741 by the Rev John Craig . . . The record of her marriage has not been 
found, but she is referred to in her father’s will as “daughter Elizabeth married to John Coile.” 
She was bequeathed 30 shillings. Her descendants have not been traced. 


John Dodson 1771 - 1859 

From; Dodson Genealogy 1600 - 1907 by Thompson P Ege 

John Dodson, the oldest living son of Samuel and Elizabeth Rhodes Dodson, after the death of 
his father, became practically the head and representative of this branch of the family line. At the 
age of twenty-one he left the place of his birth, in the Mahoning Valley, Penn Township, 
Northampton County, and moved to Huntington Township, Luzerne County, where he purchased 
and settled upon a farm which he continued to occupy during his long life, and which is still in 
possession of his descendants. In 1797 he married the daughter of Stephen Harrison, who had 
recently emigrated to this section of Luzerne, from Canaan Litchfield County, Connecticut. Of 
this union were born eleven children. His wife, Clarissa, died in 1820, eight of the eleven 
children surviving her. He soon after married Soiphronia Monroe, daughter of Nathan Monroe, a 
native of the same State and county as his first wife. She dying in 1841, left him nine children. 

He was an active and industrious man, full of energy and good judgment, and greatly valued and 
admired by his neighbors, friends and acquaintances for his sterling worth and integrity. He took 
especial interest in public affairs and in promoting the welfare of the community among whom 
he dwelt, aiding greatly in securing and maintaining both public and private schools, in the 
opening-, extension and improvement of public roads, and in the encouragement of local 
industries. 

For many years he held the office of justice of the peace by the appointment of several 
Governors of the State, irrespective of parties. After the office became elective, by almost 
unanimous choice of the citizens of the township he continued to serve them, until advancing 
years made it necessary to decline further service. In politics he was an ardent "old line Whig," 
until the organization of the Republican party, when he espoused its principles and its cause. 
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His wise counsel and advice were eagerly sought by his neighbors and acquaintances, and freely 
given. His hospitality was proverbial, while his unbounded charity to the poor and unfortunate 
was limited only by his means. No applicant left his presence without substantial assistance. 
Withal he was a perfect specimen of the gentleman of the "old school," and was known by his 
stately mien, dignified appearance and neatness of person, as "Gentleman John." 

This sketch is largely taken from an article by his son, Charles M. Dodson, of Bethlehem. 

From: History of Luzerne County (Pennsylvania) by H. C. Bradsby, 1893 

JOHN DODSON, the subject of this sketch, was the son of Samuel Dodson and Elizabeth 
(Rhoades) Dodson, and was born in Mahoning Valley, Penn township, then Northampton 
county, Pa., on the 26th day of February, A.D. 1771, being the fourth child and the second son in 
a family of ten children. After attaining the age of twenty-one years he left his father's house and 
moved to Huntington township, Luzerne county, and purchased and settled upon a farm, which 
he continued to occupy during his long life, dying May 9, 1859. In 1796 he was married to Miss 
Clarissa Harrison, a daughter of Stephen Harrison, who had recently emigrated to this vicinity 
from Canaan, Litchfield county, Conn. She died in 1820, leaving eight children, and he afterward 
married Miss Sophronia Monroe, a native of the same town, county and State as his former wife; 
she died in the year 1841, leaving him nine children. He was an active, energetic, industrious 
man, greatly valued and admired by his neighbors, friends and acquaintances for his sterling 
honesty and strict integrity. He took a special interest in public affairs, and in promoting the 
welfare of that section of the county, aiding greatly in securing and maintaining public and 
private schools, the opening, extension and improvement of public roads, and the encouragement 
of local industries. For many years, he held office of justice of peace by appointment of several 
governors, irrespective of politics. After this office became an elective one, he continued by 
almost unanimous choice of the citizens of the township, to hold it until advancing years 
rendered it necessary for him to decline further services. In politics, he was an ardent Old-line 
Whig until the organization of the Republican party when he joined its forces. His wise council 
and advice were eagerly sought by his neighbor and acquaintances. His hospitality became 
proverbial, while his unbounded charity to the poor and the unfortunate was limited only by his 
means. Indeed, no applicant left his presence without substantial assistance. 

From: Genealogy of Josiah Munroe, Revolutionary Soldier... by Guildford Smith Northrup 

Nathan Monroe's daughter Sophronia, married John Dodson, a son of Samuel and Elizabeth 
Rhodes Dodson. John was born February 26, 1771. He married (1) July 6, 1797, Clarissa 
Harrison. By this union eleven children were born to him, one of his sons being the late Stephen 
Harrison Dodson, (1814-1904), a respected citizen of Huntington township. Clarissa died 
December 22, 1820, and he married Sophronia Monroe, who bore him nine children. 

The ancestors of John Dodson were English Quakers who came to Burlington, New Jersey, in 
1667. His grandfather settled near Philadelphia and joined the Moravian Brethren. John (subject) 
came to Huntington from Mahoning Valley (Penn township), Northumberland county, 
Pennsylvania, in 1791. He was the most public spirited and best known citizen of the township, 
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and devoted himself with great zeal, not only to the rearing of his twenty children, but to matters 
of public education and civic improvement.. He was cultivated, hospitable, and courtly, and was 
familiar known as "Gentleman John." 

Newspaper Records of John Dodson: 

1807 13 Nov The following claims have been exhibited to the State Commissioners, under the 
Act of General Assembly, passed the 4th April 1799 for offering compensation to the 
Pennsylvania claimants, in the 17 townships of the County of Luzerne, and the several 
supplements thereto, during their attendance, since 22nd June last, for the purpose of receiving 
the claims of the Connecticut settlers. Are now published that all persons concerned may take 
notice thereof. If there are no objections files within four weeks, the Commissioners will award 
Certificates to the said Claimants. By order of the Commissioners, Jesse Fell, Clerk. Huntington 
Township John Rhoades and John Dodson 

1814 1 April - Gleaner Newspaper - Description of Mill - For Sale - A small improvement on 
land situated in the township of Union, about three miles from Potters and Dodson's mills, 
containing about twenty acres, one fourth of which is meadow, the other plowland, there is on 
the premises a tolerable comfortable, log house and three excellent springs of water. The above 
lies on the west branch of Dodson's mill creek, and is an old possession, with a privilege of four 
hundred acres of land, well timbered, part of which is good meadow land, a considerable part of 
which well timbered and watered, with a small sugar works which will be disposed of on 
reasonable terms, if good pay can be made and possession given by the first of May next. 
Jonathan NICHOLSON, Union. 

1825 Susquehanna Democrat 18 Feb Married - In Union, on Thursday the 10th inst., by John 
DODSON, Esq., Samuel Koons, of Huntington, to Miss Polly Croop, of the former place. 

Several other marriages are recorded, performed by him as Justice of the Peace. 

1837 indication of location of land: Re: Sale of land by sheriff: Also parcel in Huntington 
Township, bounded by Caleb Williams, Matthias Williams, containing 200 acres. Also 40 acres 
on Huntington Creek, bounded by John Dodson 2nd, Luther Trescott, Amos Forbes, Septimus 
Bacon, on which there is a saw mill. 

1837 July 26 Officers of the Nanticoke and Hughesville Turnpike Company: President - John 
Koons Treasurer - Daniel Koons Managers - Henry Funston, Abraham Bodine, George Rhoane, 
Elias Dodson, John Dodson Esq., John R. Dean 

1837 4 Nov Sheriffs Sale: Land in Huntington Township, being south end of Lot No. 4 in first 
division, bounded by township line, Lot No. 4, Samuel EARLE, containing 50 acres. Seized and 
taken in execution at the suit of John Sadler against John Dodson, admin, of William Brandon, 
dec'd. 

Son: Monroe Dodson 1826 - 1908 
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From: Portrait and biographical album of Green Lake, Marquette and Waushara Counties, 
Wisconsin. Acme Publishing Company, Chicago, 1890. 

MONROE DODSON, M. D., who for 'thirty-eight years has successfully pursued the practice 
of his profession in Wisconsin, was born in the town of Huntingdon, Luzerne Co., Pa., on the 
26th day of June. 1826, and is a son of John and Sophronia (Monroe) Dodson. His father, who 
was a farmer in easy circumstances, was born in Northampton County, Pa., and was of English 
descent. He passed his life in his native State and was highly respected in the community where 
he resided. 

Our subject was reared on his father's farm, receiving his early education in the public schools. 
When eighteen years of age he entered Berwick Academy as a student, where he pursued his 
studies a few terms, teaching school during the winter months. He began the study of medicine in 
his native State, but before completing his studies moved to Iowa. The following year, 1849, he 
went to Madison, Wis., where he further fitted himself for his chosen profession and then 
attended lectures in the medical department of the Iowa State University, then located at 
Davenport, and was graduated in the class of 1850. Returning to Madison, he embarked upon his 
professional career, continuing practice in that city until February, 1851, when he settled 
permanently at Berlin, where he has since resided. From the time of his coming until the present, 
Dr. Dodson has enjoyed a large and lucrative practice and has won a reputation that entitles him 
to rank among the leading physicians and surgeons of the State. He is a member of the Rock 
River Medical Society, also the State Medical Association, and in each organization has borne an 
active part, having served as President of the last named. He is also a member of the American 
Medical Association. Appreciating the necessity of keeping abreast of the times in the progress 
of medical science, he has on two occasions absented himself from home and attended lectures at 
the Cincinnati Medical College and the Bellevne Hospital College of New York City, and has 
been a liberal patron of the best medical journals of the country. 

In 1862, Dr. Dodson opened a drug store at Berlin, which he carried for twenty years, doing an 
extensive business in that line, in addition to the regular practice of his profession. Since 1882, 
he has devoted his attention exclusively to his profession, and to his official duties as 
Superintendent of the city schools. The Doctor has always taken a warm interest in educational 
matters; for twenty five years he has been a member of the Berlin .School Board, and for twelve 
years has held the office of Superintendent. During this time the schools of the city have rapidly 
improved and the high standard of perfection to which they have now attained, leflects great 
credit upon those who have had charge of their management and especially upon the 
Superintendent. Dr. Dodson possesses studious habits and is a thorough scholar. His interest in 
mental culture and scientific research has led him to take a leading part in securing the services 
of lecturers on literary and scientific subjects, thus affording superior opportunities for mental 
improvement for all who are disposed to benefit by them. 

On the 1st of September, 1857. Dr. Dodson was married in Cayuga County, N. Y., to Miss 
Elizabeth O. Abbott, daughter of John and Mary (Osborne) Abbott, and a native of the county in 
which her marriage was celebrated. Two children, sons, were born of their union: John M., the 
elder, was born in Berlin, Jan. 20. 1859. was educated for the medical profession in the Rush 
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Medical College of Chicago and the Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia, graduating from 
the former in the class of 1882, and from the latter in 1883. He is now successfully engaged in 
practice in Chicago. Charles Millard, the younger son, was born in Berlin, Sept. 20, 1860, 
educated in the city schools, graduating from the High School, after which he studied pharmacy 
and for several years was engaged in the drug business at Milwaukee and at Hayward, Wis. He 
now resides in Berlin. 

Dr. Dodson is a Royal Arch Mason, a member of Berlin Lodge, No. 38, Berlin Chapter, No. 13, 
R. A, M,, also of Berlin Lodge, 


John Dodson 1795 - 1849 

From: Dodson Genealogy 1667 to 1907 by Thompson P Ege 

"No positive trace of this family, in several years' research, has been ascertained. Records 
imperfect and dates lacking, and knowledge of them lost almost entirely from living relatives. 
And this knowledge is now only a pathetic remembrance of a sad history. John Dodson, the 
father of this family, owned a small but unproductive farm on the east side of the Susquehanna 
River, in his native Luzerne County. On this he struggled for several years to maintain his 
family. One day a stranger called to see him and said : "I hear you wish to sell your farm." The 
reply was : "It is not worth buying, and any man who would buy it would be throwing his money 
away. If I had the means to move from it and do something else, I would give it away. "The 
stranger replied : "My friend, you are surely joking or else having a very severe attack of the 
blues. Won't you name a price for it? I am in earnest and will buy it at a fair price." The reply of 
the unhappy owner was: "Now you are joking. I would be ashamed to name a price." The 
stranger said: "Will you take $4,000 for it?" This was still more of a joke on the part of the 
owner, and he could not believe it. But the parley ended in his receiving the offer, and the farm 
was sold. The poor farm, so unproductive on the surface, was soon proved by the sequel of the 
transaction to have its riches underneath. And the sleek stranger soon sold it for the round sum of 
$ 100 , 000 . 

The discouraged farmer parted with his unknown and hidden wealth for a song, and with the 
money received went to the West to buy a farm in the richer prairie lands of Illinois, settling in 
Ogle County, at or near the little town of Polo. In three months after his arrival he died with 
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cholera, June 24th, 1849. This was but the beginning of sorrows. His oldest daughter, Mrs. 
Doctor White, was thrown out of a carriage in a runaway of the horses, and killed. Another 
daughter, Mary, who was a teacher in Mt. Morris Seminary, at the close of the school term, 
started on her way home and was never heard of again, but was thought to have been robbed and 
murdered. Two sons, Hilzey and Melville, were in the Civil War, and lost their lives therein. 
Another son, Fletcher, while en route to California, overland, was slain by the Indians near the 
site of Fort Wala Wala. Such a chapter of fatalities in sad succession is rare in the history of one 
family." 

From: "History of Montana 1739 - 1885", Warner, Beers & Company, Chicago, 1885. Page 190 
"In the fall of 1852, while hauling hay, a young man named John F. Dodson, from Buffalo 
Grove, Illinois, was killed and scalped by the Blackfeet, in sight of the fort. The writer of this has 
in his possession a diary kept by Dodson from the day that he left Illinois in the spring of 1852, 
up to the day he was killed. The last entry that he made in it was on the day before he was killed, 
and is as follows: "Sept 14, 1852. I have been fixing ox yokes and hay rigging. Helped haul one 
load of hay. Weather fair." The next entry is in the handwriting of Major Owen, apparently made 
the next day, and in these words: "Sept 15th. The poor fellow was killed and scalped by the 
Blackfeet in sight of the Fort." 

However, one son, Arthur McCafferty Dodson, made it to California and lived until 1874. 
From: "Harbor District of Los Angeles" 

"The California progenitor of this family was Arthur McKenzie (McCafferty) Dodson, who was 
born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (probably Luzerne County), in 1819, and was one of the 
horde of adventurers that started for California in 1848, attracted by the discovery of gold. For 
two years he searched for the elusive metal, but the results were disappointing and in 1850 he 
located in Los Angeles, where he opened the first butcher shop and grocery store to operate in 
the old pueblo. In 1893 he became the pioneer soap manufacturer. "Georgetown" was created by 
him, at the corner of Sixth and Spring streets, Los Angeles, by the establishment of a wood and 
coal yard at that location. He was married in Los Angeles to Reyes Dominguez, a daughter of 
Nazario Dominquez, who with his brothers, Pedro and Manuel, owned the great Rancho San 
Pedro, which extended from Redondo to Compton and thence midway to Long Beach. The 
founder of the family, Juan Jose Dominguez, came to this section of the state when in a primitive 
state and was given the grant of ten or eleven leagues in 1822. Of the twelve children born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Dodson only four grew to maturity: James H., the subject of this sketch; Emma, now 
Mrs. Thompson, of Hobart Mills, Nevada County, California; John F., who died in San Pedro in 
1922; and Mrs. Caroline Steele, who died in Reno, Nevada in 1901. The father died in Tucson, 
Arizona, in 1874, and was buried in Wilmington, California. Mrs. Dodson died in Los Angeles 
while the surviving children were young." 
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John Dodson 1816 - 1902 and William Dodson 1820 - 1905 

Sons of William Dodson born 1788 in VA and Margaret Weikle (Wikel) Dodson who migrated 
to near Dayton, Ohio before 1816. 

Source: "History of Champaign County, Illinois," by J. O. Cunningham, 1905 

JOHN DODSON was born in Montgomery County, Ohio, February 29, 1816, and was educated 
there in the public schools. Later he engaged in farming, continuing in that line of industry until 
he reached the age of twenty years, when he served an apprenticeship in the wagon-making and 
carpenter’s trade, during which time he constructed a great number of grain cradles. He followed 
these trades in Ohio for three years, and in 1838 moved to Tippecanoe County, Ind., and there 
followed the same line of business in connection with farming and blacksmithing. He came to 
Illinois in 1865 and purchased a farm of 215 acres, on which he has since resided. In his political 
faith he is an earnest Republican, and has held the office of School Director for a number of 
years. In his religious relations he is an attendant of the Universalist Church. 

In December, 1838, Mr. Dodson married Miss Anna Hess, a daughter of Abraham and Ellen 
Hess, and two children were born of this union, namely: Margaret Ellen and Harry. Mrs. Dodson 
died and Mr. Dodson later married Miss Elizabeth McGee, a daughter of John and Ellen McGee, 
and to them two children were born: Ira H. and Edward S. 
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Source: "A Standard History of Champaign County, Illinois", by J. R. Stewart, published by The 
Lewis Publishing Company, Chicago And New York, 1918. 

John Dodson, was for thirty years a successful mechanic in Indiana, being a blacksmith and 
wagon maker. He worked at his trade before the Civil War. Among other useful things which 
were made in his shop were the old-fashioned grain cradles. Mr. Ira Dodson has as one of his 
most prized possessions one of these old fashioned cradles made by his father. John Dodson also 
employed several hands in conducting his blacksmith shop in Indiana. His home was near a 
Dunkard settlement, and he made the old-fashioned buggies for the Dunkard people to ride in. It 
was many years before the Dodson family acquired their first self-binder for harvesting grain. 
Mr. Ira Dodson always associates the purchase of that modern farming implement with the year 
that General Coxey's army marched to Washington, D. C. The army marched past the Dodson 
home. One other notable procession went by the Dodson place. At the time of McKinley's 
inauguration a great horn, six feet across the bell, was made at Decatur, Illinois, and was carried 
past the Dodson place on the shoulders of six men. It was used in the great inaugural parade at 
Washington. 

After coming to Champaign County John Dodson gave his principal time and attention to 
farming. He was an excellent manager and at the time of his death possessed 214 acres. He had 
drained this land, had improved it with good buildings and with trees, and today it stands as a 
monument to his industry. When he made his will he directed that his two sons, Edward and Ira, 
his sole heirs, should each choose a man, who in turn should choose a third, and this arbitration 
committee should divide the property equally between the sons. But wisely enough the two sons, 
working in complete amity and agreement, did the work of division for themselves and thus kept 
the entire matter out of court, avoiding any litigation or delay and much expense. 

Source: "Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois, Volume 2 By Newton Bateman, Paul Selby" 

WI L LIAM DODSON (deceased), who was one of the oldest and most honored of the retired 
pioneer farmers of Champaign County, Illinois, was born near Dayton, Montgomery County, 
Ohio, July 8, 1820, a son of William and Margaret (Wikel) Dodson, natives of Virginia. 

The family was established in Ohio about 1800, and Mr. Dodson left there in 1838, when 
eighteen years old, settling in Tippecanoe County, Ind. In 1863 he located in Champaign County, 
111., and, after being engaged in the grocery business for a quarter of a century, he retired to his 
home, at No. 406 North State Street. 

For his first wife, Mr. Dodson married, In 1856, Hannah Young, a daughter of William and 
Sarah Young, to whom three children were bom—Joseph, John, and Eleanor—all of whom are 
deceased. Mrs. Dodson died in 1859, and in 1867, Mr. Dodson married Sophia Kingsbury, 
daughter of Benjamin and Johanna (Jennings) Kingsbury. The subject of this sketch passed away 
February 11, 1905, and his departure was deeply lamented throughout the community. 
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John L Dotson 1836 - 1911 
John L Dotson 1836 - 1911 

From: Northern Alabama Historical and Biographical, Smith and Deland, Birmingham, 
Alabama, 1888 

DODSON, JOHN L., a native of Georgia, was born April 10, 1836, in Georgia, and died at 
Oxford; son of Samuel and Rebecca (Gardner) Dodson, natives, respectively, of Greene and De 
Kalb Counties, Ga., the former of whom was a soldier in the War of 1812; grandson of Joshua 
Dodson, a native of Virginia, whose father came to America from England; and of Christopher 
Gardner, who came from Ireland early in the eighteenth century because of political troubles, 
settled in Pennsylvania, fought in the Revolution and was severely wounded at the battle of 
Brandy wine. He was brother of James W. Dodson, a farmer in Texas, veteran of the Florida War 
and the War of Secession; of Joshua M. Dodson, who was quartermaster in the Trans-Mississippi 
department, C. S. Army, and died in Texas; of Christopher C. Dodson, a lieutenant in the 
Mexican War, commander of a troop of Indians from Arizona in the War of Secession, who died 
in Tucson, Ariz.; of Elijah M. Dodson, major of the First Georgia regiment, C. S. Army, and an 
attorney-at-law at Chattanooga, Tenn.; and of George W. Dodson, a farmer in Georgia who 
served in the Fifty-first Alabama regiment, C. S. Army. Mr. Dodson obtained his education in 
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Georgia from a boarding school, the county academy, and from Davidson college. North 
Carolina. He came to Alabama in 1860; taught school at Jacksonville for one year, and at various 
places in Alabama and Georgia during the War of Secession; returned to Calhoun County at the 
close of the war and taught at Brock's schoolhouse two years; located at Oxford in 1868, and, 
associated with W. J. Borden, founded Oxford male and female college, becoming sole owner 
and proprietor of the school the next year. Soon after his retirement from college work, he was 
appointed State superintendent of Education, serving in that capacity from 1900 to 1904. He was 
a Presbyterian, an Odd Fellow, and a Mason. Married: July, 1883, at Oxford, Fannie S. Gladden, 
daughter of James A. and Martha (Kelly) Gladden, of that place. Fast residence: Oxford. 


Joseph Dodson 1771 - 1828 

From Thompson P Ege: "was truly a hardy pioneer. He purchased 800 acres of land and built 
homes for each of his 6 sons to have a farm. Built a school house on his land and allowed his 
home to be used as a place of worship. Was a member of Methodist Church ..." 

Joseph was born in Northampton county (Pennsylvania) in 1771, and in 1797 he moved into the 
settlement, from the adjoining Plymouth settlement. He had married Susanna Bennet, daughter 
of Joshua Bennet. His son Joseph B. Dodson, was born on the old place where he resided all his 
long life-and aged and respected citizen and the survivor of his family. Samuel Dodson and his 
brother-in-law Isaac Van Horn were pioneers and good citizens." Source He removed to this 
(Fuzerne) County (Pennsylvania) about 1797. He was married in Plymouth but located in Finion 
Township. He owned about eight hundred acres of land and was extensively engaged in the 
manufacture of lumber. He was a hardy pioneer and did much for the advancement of agriculture 
in Fuzerne County in his locality. He was found to be a man who would serve his Township well 
and faithfully, and therefore received many offices. He was a conscientious Christian, and a 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. His property, which consisted largely of land, he 
kept until his death, which occurred in 1827, after which it was divided between his family of ten 
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children, Joseph B. getting a title to one half of it. Joseph Dodson lived to be only fifty-six years 
of age; his wife died at the age of eighty-four. His father, Richard, was a descendant of English 
parents, and was an early pioneer in Salem, but was so annoyed by the Indians that he was 
compelled to go to Northampton to evade their savage attacks. When Richard died his son 
Joseph was a very small lad, who had to live with strangers and suffer the hardships incident to 
an orphan’s life. But he survived all hardships and privations, succeeded in accumulating a large 
tract of land, rearing an interesting family, and handing his name down through the pages of 
history to a long line of descendants, who shall call his name blessed. 

Joseph . . . removed from Bucks county to Luzerne about 1797, locating in Union township. He 
married his wife, Miss Susanna Bennett, in Plymouth. He owned 800 acres of land. He built a 
sawmill, which he operated for a number of years, and was a practical businessman and a hard 
working, energetic pioneer. He was a strict churchman, having for a number of years been a 
member of the M.E. Church. His benevolence was proverbial. He (Joseph) died in 1827, 
followed by his widow in her eighty-fourth year. They reared a family of ten children; two of 
whom are now living. Source 

From: Historical and biographical annals of Columbia and Montour counties 

Joseph B. Dodson, a native of Northampton, Pa., settled in Union township, Luzerne county, 
where he owned a tract of eight hundred acres. He cleared all this land of the timber, ran a 
sawmill, and engaged extensively in farming. The old log house in which he had his home is still 
standing there. He was a man of energy and force of character. In politics he was a Whig. His 
wife, Susanna (Bennet), was from the Wyoming valley, and their children were as follows: Dr. 
William B. died in Philadelphia at the great age of ninety-three years; Richard married Rhoda 
Goss; Dr. Elijah married Rachel Addleman; Jesse S. and Joseph B. are mentioned below; Esther 
married John Van Horn; Olivia married Elijah Santee; Elizabeth married a Mr. Watson; John 
married Susanna. 

18 Sept 1818 Joseph's land referenced Susquehana Democrat: Orphan's Court Sale to be held 
October 3rd for the estate of John T. Miller, late of Union Twp., dec'd, containing two tracts of 
land. 1) bounded by south side of that branch of Hemlock's Creek (called the pond Creek), 
containing 300 acres and 2) bounded by Ann Bevin, David Lewis, Joseph Dodson . . . 

22 Aug 1828 Estate of Joseph Dodson, late of Union Township, requests payments and demands. 
Richard & Joseph Dodson, Administrators. 

10 Oct 1832 Accounts of Administration filed: Richard Dodson and J. B. Dodson, administrators 
of Joseph Dodson, late of Union 

Children of Joseph Dodson and Susannah Bennett were: 

Richard Dodson, born 22 Feb 1791 in Bucks County, PA; died 26 Jun 1863 in Huntington 
Mills, Luzerne, PA. 
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Son: Obediah S Dodson: farmer, P.O. Hunlock Creek, was born in Union (now Hunlock) 
township, March 18, 1825. He is a son of Richard and Rhoda (Goss) Dodson, the former 
born in Bucks county, the latter in Huntington township, this county. Richard was a son of 
Joseph, who removed from Bucks county to Luzerne about 1797, locating in Union 
township. He married his wife, Miss Susanna Bennett, in Plymouth. He owned 800 acres of 
land. He built a sawmill, which he operated for a number of years, and was a practical 
businessman and a hard working, energetic pioneer. He was a strict churchman, having for a 
number of years been a member of the M.E. Church. His benevolence was proverbial. He 
died in 1827, followed by his widow in her eighty-fourth year. They reared a family of ten 
children; two of whom are now living. His son, Richard Dodson, began life in Union (now 
Hunlock) township, on a farm of 200 acres, situated about four and one half miles from 
Hunlock Creek on the turnpike. He was a man of good, sound judgment, a practical farmer, 
and a loyal citizen, on whom were conferred various township offices, which he filled with 
credit. Like his father, he was a Methodist of high standing, and a stanch Republican in 
politics. He died in September 1863. Richard and Rhoda Dodson reared a family of nine 
children, seven of whom are living. O. S. is the sixth of the family, and was reared and 
educated in his native town. He has always resided in the townships of Union and Hunlock, 
on his present farm—forty-three years. He has always followed a farmer's life, and l ik e his 
father before him, is an adept at the business. In 1844, he married Miss Mary, daughter of 
George and Anna Cease. To them have been born five children, four of whom are living: 
Leander, Josiah, Rhoda A. and Addie. Leander is married to Miss A. davenport; Josiah is 
married to Miss Jennie Shupp; Addie is married to Frank Small and Rhoda married Thomas 
Major. Mr. Dodson was mustered into the United States service in 1864, as a private in 
Company E, Two Hundred and Third P.V.I., for the term of one year, participating in 
several of the leading battles of that year. He was honorably discharged and returned to 
enjoy his citizenship, he now receives a pension. Mr. Dodson, although much shattered by 
his army experience, is still young looking. He owns seventy-five acres of valuable land, 
upon which he carries on general farming. He has a relic of pioneer life yet in his 
possession, a weaver's loom, made by his grandfather in early life, before sawmills were in 
that country. It was made entirely of white oak and with an axe. Mr. Dodson and his wife are 
members of the Baptist Church, in which body he has been deacon for over forty-five years. 
Politically he is a Republican. 

Joshua Dodson, born 12 Apr 1793 in Lucerne, PA; died 1836. He married Mary Coveil 1826; 
died 1830. 

Elizabeth Dodson, born Jun 07, 1795. She married Noah Watson Feb 03, 1820; born Dec 27, 
1790; died Mar 02, 1863. 

Elisha Bennett Dodson, born Jun 06, 1798 in Luzerne Co., PA; died 1860 in Philadelphia, 
Philadelphia Co., PA. He married Cornelia Cooper Gaskell 1833; bom Oct 21, 1804 in Bristol, 
Bucks Co., PA; died Sep 09, 1865. 

William Bennett Dodson, born Dec 18, 1801 in Hunlock Creek, Luzerne Co., PA; died May 11, 
1894 in Hunlock Creek, Luzerne Co., PA or Philadelphia, PA. 
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Temperance Dodson, born 1802. She married Thomas Daniels 1824. 

Esther A Dodson, born Aug 13, 1806 in Hunlock Creek, Luzerne Co., PA; died Nov 13, 1885 in 
St. Clair, Schuylkill Co., PA. 

Olivia Dodson, born Jul 15, 1809; died Jan 01, 1842 

Joseph Bennett Dodson (1804-1894) 

Joseph B. Dodson, son of Joseph B. and Susanna (Bennet) Dodson, was born June 4, 1804, in 
Union township, Luzerne county, where he had a common school education. He followed 
agricultural pursuits on his father's property, which was divided, Joseph clearing part of a 160- 
acre portion. Moving to Hunlock township, Luzerne county, he passed the remainder of his life 
there, dying in 1893, and was buried at Sangertown, in that township. Originally a Whig in 
politics, he subsequently became a Republican, and took an active interest in the questions of the 
day and in local affairs, serving his township as tax collector. He belonged to the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. A large family was born to his union with Martha Parks, daughter of Joseph 
and Martha Parks, of Union township, viz.: William married Lucinda Sauber; Alexander married 
Rachel Davenport; Catherine married Patrick Morton; Chester married Amelia Owen; Charles 
married Julia Davenport and (second) Emma Roberts; Susanna married Hiram Croop and 
(second) Harry Grozier; Lafayette married a Miss Winters and Marietta Brown; Mary married 
Wilson Wolfe; Frederick married Mary; Jonathan married a Mears; Olivia married Joseph 
Mathers; Franklin died young. He remarried, for his second wife, Miss Rebecca, daughter of 
Frederick and Elizabeth Naugle, to whom were born five children, four of whom are living, 
making eleven living, out of fourteen births by both wives. He and his wife are members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 


Son: William H. Dodson, farmer, Muhlenburgh, was born August 12, 1834. He was reared 
and educated in Union township, and is the eldest child of Joseph B. and Martha (Park) 
Dodson. William H. Dodson from his earliest days has followed agricultural pursuits. He 
lived on his father's property until he had reached his twenty-sixth year. May 12, 1859, he 
married Miss Lucinda, daughter of Anthony and Solmy Sorber, and to this union were born 
seven children, five of whom are living: Anthony F., James, Mary M., Martha J., and 
Phillip, all of whom are unmarried. In the following year, on March 6, 1860, he removed to 
his present place of residence, near Muhlenburgh, consisting of ninety-six acres of land, at 
that time wild and unreclaimed, but by hard labor and untiring energy, he has succeeded in 
bringing harmony out of chaos, and he now has a most fertile farm. He is a man of good 
judgement, pure morals, and strict integrity. When rebellion threatened our country's safety, 
Mr. Dodson left home and family to offer himself on his country's altar. He was mustered 
into the United States service as a member of Company B. One Hundred and Ninety-ninth 
P.V.I., for the term of one year, in which command he did good service. At the close of the 
war he was honorably discharged, and now enjoys a pension. On his return to citizenship he 
followed his old vocation of farming. He has been elected to various offices of trust and 
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responsibility in his own township, having served as assessor, supervisor and constable. He 
and his wife and family are members in good standing in the M.E. Church, in which he is a 
trustee, Sunday-school superintendent and assistant class-leader. 


Jesse S(mith) Dodson, born in 1803 in Union township, Luzerne county, obtained his education 
in the common schools there. He spent all his life farming, on his father's land in that township, 
where he held a high position among his neighbors. By his marriage to Lucinda Wynings he had 
a family of nine children: Cordelia, who married Alonzo Adleman; Dr. D. W., who married 
Annie Vincent; B. L., who married Eva; Anna; Sarah E., who married Clarence Brader (he is 
buried at Nanticoke); Boyd H.; J. B., who married Lola Hontz (he is buried at Harveyville); 
Emma, Mrs. Nichols; and A. L., who married Bertha Remaley. 

Son: Boyd H(eadley) Dodson was born Sept. 13, 1861, in the vicinity of Fairmount 
Springs, Luzerne Co., Pa., and was given common school advantages. He has been engaged 
in the lumber business and contracting throughout his business career, for many years as 
head of a prosperous concern at Berwick, where he resides. Mr. Dodson has been public- 
spirited in furthering the development of Berwick since he became a resident of the borough, 
and his assistance has been recognized and appreciated by his fellow townsmen, who place 
much importance upon the influence his encouragement has in local affairs. His social 
connections are with the Freemasons, Royal Arcanum and Knights of Malta at Berwick, and 
in religion he is associated with the Methodist Episcopal Church. On political questions he is 
a Republican. Mr. Dodson married Sarah Hess, daughter of Joseph O. and Helen (Cole) 
Hess, of Sugarloaf township, Columbia county, and two children have been born to them: 
Martha E. and Phyllis Olga. 


Leonidas Dodson 1822 - 1889 

From "In the Parlor - The Personal Life of Marylanders" 

Teacher, Banker, Father 

Leonidas Dodson was born on October 12, 1822, in the town of St. Michaels in Talbot County to 
William Dodson and Amelia S. Brown. As a young man, he taught for several years in the 
Female Department of the primary school in St. Michael’s before moving to Easton in 1854. 
There he held a number of positions at Easton National Bank, eventually becoming a teller. A 
devoted Methodist, Leonidas served the church as a trustee, Sunday school teacher, chorister, 
and lay preacher. He was also an active member of the Masons and the Odd Fellows. 

Family legend held that Leonidas taught Frederick Douglass to read while working for his 
mother’s cousin, Thomas Auld, who at one time owned Douglass. This seems unlikely, as 
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Douglass only lived with Auld for nine months in 1832, when Leonidas was eleven and 
Douglass fifteen. It is, however, possible that Leonidas met Douglass and observed the cruel 
treatment that Thomas Auld meted out to his slaves. 

Leonidas married Eleanor Jane Jefferson (1821-1867) in 1846, and together they had seven 
children, of whom three survived. Their youngest child, William Patterson Dodson, was one of 
the first Methodist missionaries to Africa. 

After Eleanor’s death, Leonidas remarried and had four children with his second wife, Salina 
Virginia Barnett (called “Jennie” and “Ginnie” in his journals). Two of Dodson’s children with 
Barnett survived to adulthood. 

Leonidas Dodson died on November 20, 1889. 

Obituary Unidentified Newspaper - 1889 
Written by W. W. W. Wilson 

Leonidas Dodson, Sr. was born in St. Michaels, Maryland, of William and Amelia Brown 
Dodson, October 12, 1822. He was in his 12th year placed in the store of Captain Thomas Auld, 
master of the Hon. Lrederick Douglass, between whom and Leonidas there was a life-long 
attachment. He taught the colored boy his letters. Lrom the store of Captain Auld, after a brief 
experience as sailor with his brother, he was elected January 1847, teacher in the primary school 
at St. Michael's. He advanced to full charge of the school December 1850. He taught one year, 
and resigned to open a store for himself. The trustees re-elected him in 1852, and advanced his 
salary as an inducement to accept. He continued to teach until March 13, 1854, when he was 
appointed discount clerk at Easton National Bank. He was advanced until he reached the 
responsible position of teller, which he held to the time of his death with great acceptability. He 
was married January 20, 1846, by the Rev. James Allen, to Miss Eleanor Jane Jefferson, of St. 
Michael's, and again May 14, 1868, by the Rev. Wesley Kenny, D.D., to Miss Salina Virginia 
Barmett, of Easton, Maryland. He had seven children by his first wife; three are living; Helen 
Maria, wife of Colonel James C. Norris, of Easton; Leonidas, Jr., of Philadelphia; and William 
Patterson, of St. Paul de Loanda, Africa, one of the pioneer missionaries that went out under 
Rev. Bishop William Taylor, and who is now in charge of the work at Loanda; and four children 
by the second wife; two are living; James Edward, the accomplished organist of Easton 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and Walter Stewart. He was converted when but 12, and has been 
from the start a devoted Christian. He has occupied every position the church could give him, 
and was licensed to preach, but shrank from it, asking God to make him useful in humbler 
spheres. His death occurred Wednesday, November 20, 1889, at the residence of his sister, Mrs. 
Julia A. Wrightson, in Baltimore, where he had gone for medical treatment for cancer of the 
stomach, which had been asserting itself for at least eight years. He leaves a widow and five 
children. 
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Richard Dodson 1731 - 1785 

From: Dodson Genealogy 1600 - 1907 by Thompson P Ege 

Richard Dodson, fourth son of Thomas and Mary Prigg Dodson, was born in Chester County, 
Pa., June 26, 1731, and with a brother and sister, William and Hannah, were baptized at the same 
time, December 3, 1731, by Rev. John Caspar Stoever, Jr., an early Lutheran missionary, who 
ministered to the scattered people of the several counties in the eastern part of the State. This 
reference of birth and baptism dates was recently found by the author in a record of baptisms and 
marriages, as written by Rev. John Casper Stoever, and recently translated from the German 
(1896) by Rev. J. F. J. Schantz, D. D., of Myerstown, Pa. Said record book is now preserved in 
the Pennsylvania Historical Society Library in Philadelphia. 
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Richard removed about the time or soon after his marriage to Penn Township, Northampton 
County, Pa., where he purchased and owned land near some other brothers and members of the 
Rhodes family, relatives of his wife, Susannah Rhodes, granddaughter of John Rhodes, of 
Derbyshire, England, who came to Pennsylvania in 1682, with Wm. Penn, and took up a large 
body of land, on which is now the town of Darby, a suburb of Philadelphia, and so named by him 
from his native shire of England. 

"Barlborough Hall," the ancient baronial home of Rhodes' ancestry in Derbyshire, is still in the 
possession of descendants, of whom the late Cecil Rhodes, of African and English fame, was 
one, and of whose beneficent founding of "Oxford scholarships," American students are now 
participants. 

During the war of the Revolution, Richard Dodson raised a company of militia in Penn 
Township, Northampton County, Pa., of which he was commissioned as captain. May 22nd, 
1775. (Penna. Archives, 2nd Series, Vol.. XIV. Page 555.) His company became part of the 
famous "Pennsylvania Line," in which he served during the war, and it is thought until after the 
winter at Valley Forge. About 1780 he removed from Northampton County to Salem Township 
(Beach Haven), Luzerne County, Pa., and by warrant took up two hundred acres of land, fronting 
on the Susquehanna River. There he built his home of hewn logs from the forest, and began to 
farm anew. 

Among his first troubles incident to his new home were those of disputed boundaries and claims 
between the Connecticut and Pennsylvania settlers, which were finally settled by the Colonial 
Assembly surveying and defining boundaries and giving each landholder a river frontage of a 
thousand feet, and so running back from the same. 

'Indian raids were frequent, and their depredations were severe. In one of these raids their oldest 
son, John, of about eighteen years, was killed. He was buried on the Beach Haven farm, near the 
river. 

In the late fall of 1784, in another Indian incursion, they were driven from their home and their 
house was burned, with all its contents, family records, deeds and papers. The father was 
breaking up some new ground for spring planting, some distance from the house. The mother 
noticed a skulking Indian near. She at once sent one of the young children to warn the father. He 
sent the child back to have the mother send the children one by one to the spring, as if to get 
water, and last of all, she herself followed with infant in arms. (Said infant became the 
grandmother of the author.) Meanwhile the father hid his horses in a thicket of bushes, joined 
them and hastened to their boat at the river, wherein to make their escape. When about the 
middle of the river they saw their home in flames, the Indians dancing around it, and hurling 
feather beds in the air. They crossed to Wapwallopen, where they found such shelter as best they 
could, and with but their scanty clothing for a protection, passed the night. 

In the morning the father ventured back, found his horses, and recrossing the river with them, 
began their refuge journey through the Wapwallopen Gap, and over the mountains to relatives 
and friends in Northampton County. 


175 



From the hardships and exposure of the war and the recent toil and experience of loss and 
journey Richard sickened and died in the next year. The mother was left with quite a family of 
young children. These were compelled to find homes with friends and strangers. The widow's 
main dependence being her oldest son, Joseph, then about nineteen years of age, who became the 
practical head of the family, and with whom the mother made her home, surviving her husband 
until 1815. As soon as they could, when Joseph became of age, they returned to Salem Township 
and took up their claim. They found other claimants for it, and a dispute between two such for its 
unlawful possession. The court finally awarded it to one "Lockhard" on condition of his paying 
the widow Dodson's claim, a large portion of which land is still in the Lockhard possession (Case 
of Lockhard vs. Kuhn and Kern (Bound Mss. Proprietaries, Pg. 579) July, 1790). Joseph then 
finally took up a large tract of eight hundred acres in Union Township, Luzerne County, about 
1796, having then married. 


Richard Dotson 1752 - 1847 

From: RICHARD DOTSON (1752-1847) and his Descendants by James M. Dotson and Barr 
Wilson, 1992 

Richard Dotson was born in Frederick County, Virginia, 1752. As a young man he moved to the 
southwestern part of Pennsylvania, then under Virginia’s control, where he lived as a 
frontiersman until the end of the Revolutionary War. While there, he served in the 1774 Lord 
Dunmore campaign against the Indians, down the Ohio River and on to Fort Charlotte at present 
day Chillicothe, Ohio; while on this campaign he was undoubtedly introduced to the western 
section of Virginia where he later settled. He served during the Revolutionary War as a soldier 
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defending the forts in the southwestern Pennsylvania area. Some of his older children, whose 
mother was Mary, were slaughtered by the Indians; their son William survived. By the 
conclusion of the war, Virginia had given up to Pennsylvania, her claim to the disputed territory 
southwest of Pittsburgh to conform with an extended Mason-Dixon line. At this time Richard 
removed back to Frederick County. The next several years were spent in Shenandoah, Loudoun, 
and Hampshire Counties, Virginia; he may have resided for a short time in the state of Maryland. 
His first wife Mary had died and he remarried a Mildred (Millie) Miller. Richard and his oldest 
son William were each enumerated as “head-of-household” during the years 1798-1799 in 
Hampshire County, Virginia. 

Shortly after 1800, Richard brought his family to the Greenwood Area of present day Doddridge 
County, WV, where he built his cabin on a six hundred tract of land granted to him as assignee 
of a Isaac Pryon. His two older sons William and Emanuel were each given part of this tract 
where they established households of their own. As shown in the 1810 Federal Population 
Census, all three Dotsons (Richard, William and Emanuel) were enumerated separately as “head- 
of-household”, in what was then Wood County. Shortly after 1810, Richard’s second wife Millie 
died. He then married Naomi Villers Gregg, a widow of George Gregg who had built a mill at 
the JUG on Middle Island Creek near Middlebourne. 

About 1820, Richard moved to Tyler County, where he acquired land by deed and grant in the 
Hugle Run area; this location was only a few miles northeast “across the ridge” into what was 
then Tyler County (now Doddridge). Richard’s wife Naomi died ca. 1826-27. His son William 
remained in the Greenwood area; Emanuel moved to an area of Arnold Creek then in Harrison 
County. 

By 1830 Richard, who was getting up in years by then and again a widower, had moved in with 
one or another of his younger sons (Joseph in Tyler or Elisha in Wood County), with whom he 
was shown residing in the 1830 census. The 1840 census showed him by name, as a 
Revolutionary War pensioner residing with his son James in Tyler County. The younger sons 
with whom Richard was associated in his land dealings after 1820 included Zachariah, Elisha, 
James, Joseph, Thomas, and Richard, Jr. 

Richard died in 1847 and is buried in a marked grave in the Arnold Creek Cemetery in 
Doddridge County. 


Samuel Dodson 1738 - 1795 

From: The Luzerne legal register, Volume 12 By George Brubaker Kulp, Pennsylvania. Supreme 
Court 

Rosamond L. Dodson Rhone, a daughter of Osborne Dodson, of the township of Huntington. 
Mrs. Rhone is a descendant of Samuel Dodson, who, in 1780, was a resident of Penn township, 
Northampton county (now Mahoning township, Carbon county), Pennsylvania. At that date, with 
a settlement here and there, it was the frontier of Pennsylvania, and not far from where Fort 
Allen (now Weissport) was erected. 
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Her great grandfather, Joseph Dodson, located in Huntington township, Luzerne county, on the 
farm where he died, in 1851; and in that township her grandfather, Samuel Dodson, and her 
father, Osborne Dodson, were born and buried. 

She was born in Downieville, Sierra county, California, during the residence of her father in that 
State, while acting as a civil engineer. An incident occurred in connection with the Dodson 
family while they were residents of Northampton county that is worth relating here. 

Benjamin Gilbert, a Quaker from Byberry, near the city of Philadelphia, in 1775, removed with 
his family to a farm on Mahoning creek, five or six miles from Fort Allen. He was soon 
comfortably situated, with a good log dwelling house, barn, saw and grist mill. The Gilbert 
family, consisting of eleven persons, were alarmed about sunrise on the 25th day of April, 1780, 
the year after Sullivan's expedition, by a party of eleven Indians, whose appearance struck them 
with terror. To attempt to escape was death. The Indians who made this incursion were of 
different tribes or nations, who had abandoned their country on the approach of Gen. Sullivan's 
army, and fled within command of the British forts in Canada, promiscuously settling within 
their neighborhood, and, according to Indian custom of carrying on war, frequently invading the 
frontier settlements, taking captive the weak and defenseless. They made captives of the Gilbert 
family, consisting of Mr. Gilbert, his wife, three sons, two daughters, two daughters-in-law, a 
servant, and Benjamin Gilbert, son of John Gilbert, of Philadelphia. Abigail Dodson, a daughter 
of Samuel Dodson, first above mentioned, aged fourteen, lived with her father on a farm about 
one mile distant from the mill, and who came that morning with grist, was also captured. 

The Indians proceeded about half a mile, and captured the Peart family, consisting of three 
persons. The forlorn band were dragged over the wild and rugged region between the Lehigh and 
Chemung rivers, while their beds were hemlock branches strewed on the ground and blankets for 
a covering. They were often ready to faint by the way, but the cruel threat of immediate death 
urged them again to the march. They reached Niagara on May 25. Abigail Dodson was given to 
one of the families of the Cayuga nation, and was finally surrendered to her relatives at a place 
now known as the city of Detroit, Michigan, after having been in captivity about three years. In 
September, 1780, occurred what was then called the Scotch (now Sugarloaf) Valley massacre. A 
company of thirty-three men, under Captain Klader or Myers, had come up from the southeastern 
part of the State, crossing over Broad and Buck mountains, passed down through the ravine 
southeast from Conyngham, and halted at the spring, now owned by the Conyngham Water Co., 
north of the road and west of the Little Nescopeck creek where it crosses the Butler road, on the 
east side of Conyngham. Feeling, no doubt, a degree of safety, the little band set their guns 
around a tree, and were refreshing the inner man with the pure water from the spring. While thus 
employed, they suddenly found themselves separated from their trusty old firelocks by a band of 
Indians, with here and there a heartless Tory among them. The enemy had come down through 
the same ravine, and, taking the troops at such disadvantage, completely discomfited them. The 
Indians took thirteen scalps, and all the survivors were made prisoners. They then burnt several 
buildings, and escaped to Niagara. The massacre occurring after the capture of Abigail Dodson, 
she obtained her information from a prisoner in Canada, whom the savages spared and turned 


178 



over to the British, and she told the story as here given. She afterwards married Peter Brink, of 
Huntington township, and lived to a good old age. 

The mother of Mrs. Rhone is Lucy Miller Dodson, nee Wadsworth, a granddaughter of Epaphras 
Wadsworth, a Revolutionary soldier, who located in Huntington township, near Town Hill, in 
1794. He was the first blacksmith in the township, and was also the pioneer horticulturist, having 
set out an orchard on his lot in 1799, in which most of the trees are still in bearing, and afford a 
good quality of fruit. Mr. Wadsworth was quite an extensive land operator for those days, and 
was a local preacher of the Methodist Episcopal Church, as was also his son, Epaphras, her 
father. 


THE DOTSON FAMILY of Greenbrier County, (W)VA 

From: Pages 343-344 History of Greenbrier county (WV) J. R. COLE Author and Publisher 
Lewisburg, West Virginia 

Prominent among the sons and daughters of Greenbrier county in both church and State comes 
the Dotson family. 


179 



Quiet, peaceable and progressive, also prosperous in business and active in church work, the 
coming of this family has added a blessing to the county. 

The ancestor of this family who first came to this county was Thomas Dotson, a Virginian, from 
Rockingham county. He was a soldier in the War of 1812, and from records given of his family 
we surmise that he and Elizabeth, his wife, took up their residence on the farm now owned by 
Frank Bell. He was an elder in the Presbyterian church and probably one of the charter members 
of that organization at Richland. 

Children born of this union were : Alexander, George, Peter, Jacob, Thomas. Susan, Eliza and 
Catherine. Jacob by appointment became Governor of Utah Territory during the gold craze. 
Thomas married Mary E. Lewis and Catherine married George Anderson. 

Alexander Dotson, the ancestor of the Greenbrier family by that name, was born October 16, 
1816, and died April 27, 1862. He married Sophia Bunger, and afterwards owned and operated 
the Bunger mills for many years. (See sketch of Dr. Raymond.) He was also an elder in the 
Presbyterian church, and like his father before him, was very active in Christian work. He 
married into the Bunger family on September 25, 1845. His wife was a sister of Joseph Bunger. 
She was born December 14, 1824, and died July 27, 1874. Their children were John M., H. T. 
and William R. William R. Dotson married Miss Sarah E. Coffman, October 16, 1878. She was a 
daughter of Joseph Coffman, from the Valley of Virginia, where the Coffmans had lived time out 
of mind. John married Mary Hamilton, of Nicholas county, January 4, 1881. They lived in 
Colorado. They had three children. H. T. Dodson married May Allen, of Kansas, and lived and 
died there, leaving his wife and three daughters. William R. Dotson was also a noted churchman. 
He was an elder in the Richland church and gave active and constant support to the cause of 
Christianity and was superintendent of the Sunday school for many years, never being absent 
from duty. He officiated in that capacity on the Sunday before he died. 

Children born to Mr. and Mrs. William R. Dotson were: John C, born November 3, 1879; F. T., 
born February 24, 1881. He is a graduate of civil and mining engineering and has had very great 
success in the pursuit of his profession. In June, 1910, he married Miss Alma Crabtree, of 
Norton, Va. To this union were born three children : Mary Elizabeth, William Robinson and 
Dorothy Sue. 

Mary Wilson, the only daughter of W. R. Dotson, married F. W. Tuckwiller. (See history of 
David Tuckwiller.) Their marriage took place October 16, 1908. They are living in Charleton, 
W. Va., where he is connected with the Tri-State Electrical Company. They have one child, 
William Dotson Tuckwiller. 

John C. Dotson is one of the successful merchants of this county. He completed his educational 
career at the G. P. S. Institute, as it is now called, and then at the University of West Virginia. 
Before graduation, however, he was called home on account of the illness of his father to take 
charge of the farm. This was in 1901. With inclinations along agricultural lines, he next joined 
the county grange and that naturally led to his mercantile career, a phenomenally successful one 
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from the beginning. It was in 1917 that he first began trading in farmers' supplies and all kinds of 
seeds which the International Harvester Company of America says now exceeds that of any one 
man in his block of ten counties. As a merchant his success has been phenomenal. In order to 
meet the requirements of a constantly increasing demand in his line of goods. Mr. Dotson in 
1918 erected a large store, 30x100 feet, and virtually three stories in height, and he is now doing 
a large and prosperous business. In 1908 Mr. Dotson married Miss Laura L. Kester, of 
Clarksburg. She is a daughter of J. B. Kester. He was a gunsmith in the Confederate service 
during the Civil war, and he is still in pursuit of that trade now, eighty-seven years of age. His 
wife, a member of the old line of Carders of English descent, is still living, hale and hearty, and 
is now seventy-eight years old. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dotson are the parents of two children : Martha Elizabeth, now seven years old, 
and Mary Wilson, four. 

Mr. Dotson, like his father, grandfather and great grandfather, is an elder and active worker of 
the Presbyterian church. He has just returned from the church Presbytery at Hillsborough, where 
he had been sent as a delegate to represent his own church at Richland. 


Thomas Dodson 1755 - 1818 

From: Encyclopedia of Pennsylvania Biography by John W. Jordan, LL.D. 
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The Dodson family has been actively and honorably identified with the history of Eastern 
Pennsylvania since Colonial times. The progenitor of the Luzerne county branch of the family 
was Thomas Dodson, who about 1723. with his wife Mary (nee Prigg) and two young sons, 
removed from Philadelphia to Chester county, Pennsylvania. There, during the ensuing twenty 
years, ten other children were born to Thomas and Mary (Prigg) Dodson, the names of four of 
their twelve children being: John, born April 10, 1720; Richard, born June 26, 1731 ; Thomas, 
born 1732; and James, born 1734. John Dodson, above mentioned, removed with his wife and 
two sons, Thomas and James, from Chester county to Northampton county, Pennsylvania, about 
the year 1765. Twelve years later the family, or at least the male members of it, had settled on 
the Susquehanna river within the bounds of what was then the township of Salem, Plymouth 
district, in the county of Westmoreland of the State of Connecticut. This county of 
Westmoreland comprehended what was more commonly known as the Wyoming region of 
Pennsylvania, the right and title to which the New England settlers on the one hand, and the 
Pennsylvania land-claimers on the other, bitterly contested for a number of years. 

The names of John, Thomas, Richard and James Dodson appear in the tax lists of Plymouth 
district for the years 1777 and 1778. 

Following the battle and massacre of Wyoming, July 3, 1778, the whole Wyoming region was 
deserted by the survivors of that fateful day, the Dodsons, in common with the other inhabitants 
of Salem, fleeing across the river and mountains to their old homes near the Delaware river, 
Northampton county. After peaceful times had come again to the Wyoming region, and there 
seemed to be no further danger of Indian incursions, John Dodson, his son Thomas, and other 
members of their respective families, returned to Wyoming and set about reestablishing 
themselves on the lands which they had formerly occupied. The names of John, Thomas and 
James Dodson appear in the list of Salem township taxables for 1796. 

About 1797 or 1798, John and Thomas Dodson removed with their families to the adjoining 
township of Huntington, Luzerne county, and there John Dodson died March 10, 1818, aged 
ninety-seven years and eleven months. His remains were buried in the "Goss" graveyard, at 
Harveyville, Huntington township. 

Thomas Dodson seems to have been a farmer, a millwright and a miller. In 1798, in conjunction 
with Nathan Beach, of Salem, he built the second grist-mill (known as Rogers') in Huntington 
township, on Marsh creek. The wife of Thomas Dodson, to whom he was married in 1778, was 
Mehetable, or Mabel, Bixby, born in 1760, died in 1804, and both he and she were ardent 
Methodists. "Their hospitable home was, during his life, the place for general worship, the home 
of the itinerant ministers of the Methodist Episcopal church, and the place where all Christian 
people were warmly welcomed." 

Thomas Dodson died April 29, 1818, seven weeks subsequently to the death of his father, and 
was survived by five sons and five daughters. The second of these children was Elias Dodson 
(1781-1859), who became an extensive landowner in Huntington township, and operated saw 
and grist mills. In his later years he became a Baptist preacher, and largely through his efforts the 
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first Baptist meeting-house in his township was built. His wife was Mary Long, and their third 
child was Nathan Long Dodson (1808-1882). 

The latter spent his life of seventy-four years in Huntington township, and during the greater part 
of that period was engaged in farming. He married, June 2, 1831, Susan Stevens (1811-1882), 
and they became the parents of four sons and five daughters. 

The youngest of these children was William Egbert Dodson, born in Huntington township, 
August 21, 1853. He remained at the home of his parents until some time after his marriage, 
working on his fathers' farm in the summer time and, while a youth, attending school in the 
winter months. About 1889 he removed to Wilkes-Barre, where, during the ensuing fifteen years, 
he was engaged in business as a dyer and cleaner. He then returned to his ancestral acres in 
Huntington township, where he has since resided, engaged in farming. 

William E. Dodson married, December 31, 1877, Alice Chapin, and they became the parents of 
four children : Victor Lee, of whom further; Bessie Elizabeth, Clarence Furman, and Blanche 
Margaret, who is married to William Aston, of Wilkes Barre. 

Victor Lee Dodson was born at the Dodson homestead in Huntington township, June 12, 1879. 
From: Dodson Genealogy 1600 - 1907 by Thompson P Ege 

Thomas, after his marriage, became associated with the family of Nathan Beach, Sr., having for a 
time his home with them, at Beach Haven, Salem Township, Luzerne County. He assisted 
Nathan Beach in the building of one of the early flour mills of the region. Thomas finally settled 
on a farm near the mills, and was both farmer and miller. Thomas was a participant in many of 
the Indian attacks incident to the early settlement of the Wyoming Valley region. He was well 
versed in their wily tactics, and became a noted fighter and trailer, and was often called out to 
battle against the skulking foe. On the occasion of one of their attacks on a Block House near 
Beach Haven, to which, taking warning, many of the nearby inhabitants had fled for safety, and 
while Thomas and his wife were also fleeing to this place of refuge, they suddenly thought of 
their infant child left asleep in their home. Bidding his wife to remain hidden, he hastened back 
to bring it to her. This interval of delay saved their lives, for the Indians had been temporarily 
repulsed and had retired to a thicket in a ravine after killing and wounding several of the 
defenders. After reaching safety in the fort, Thomas called for volunteers to aid in driving them 
off. 

Young Nathan Beach, though a boy, ventured to go. Having secured guns and ammunition in the 
fort, they went forth, Nathan to carry and load the guns, under strict orders to follow close behind 
and under cover. They soon espied an Indian peeping from behind a tree, whom Thomas 
instantly shot and killed. In a few moments another, stealthily creeping to drag away his dead 
companion, met a similar fate. After nightfall the Indians took away the bodies of the slain, and 
departed. Thomas and the other refugees remained in the fort all night. Next morning Thomas 
and others followed their trail for many miles, finding where they buried their dead, but did not 
overtake them. 
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Mehetabel (a good Old Testament Bible name, ( contracted to Mabel), was the daughter of Elias 
Bixby and Deziar Herrick, of Puritan stock. Elias Bixby was a sea captain, and lost his life at sea. 
His widow married Nathan Beach, Sr., in Connecticut, and came with the colony from that State 
to the Wyoming Valley. She had four Bixby children, Elias, David, Mehetabel and Susannah. 
The two sons lost their lives in the Wyoming massacre, and their names are inscribed on the 
commemorative shaft erected there. 

Deziar Herrick, the mother of Mehetabel Bixby, came from distinguished English ancestry, viz., 
Lord and Lady Herrick of "Beau Manoir," Leicestershire, England. Their son Henry, Puritan 
settler in Salem, Massachusetts ; his son Ephriam and wife, Mary Cross, Beverly, Mass.; his son 
Samuel and wife Mehetabel Woodward, Beverly, Mass. ; his son Ezekial and wife (name 
unknown), Coventry, Conn.; his daughter, Deziar, married, first Elias Bixby. 2nd Nathan Beach, 
Sr., 3rd, in her old age, Joseph Rhodes, and died September 18th, 1804. 

Thomas and wife were devoted Christians and members of the Methodist Church. Their 
hospitable home was. during his life, the place of general worship, the home of the itinerant 
minister, and the place where all Christian people were ever welcome, as followers and brethren 
of the same Divine Master and Father. 

Their numerous and respected children partook largely of the same spirit, thus exemplified by 
the parents, and were mostly members of the same religious society. Their parents names were 
household words in their day and generation, and generations following, as their repeated names 
in a long line of descendants will testify. 
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Solomon L Dotson 1816 - ca. 1900 was the son of William and Mary Ann Franks Dotson, 
born in Wood County, (now) West Virginia. 

From: Portrait and Biographical Album of Marshall County, Kansas by Chapman Brothers, 
Chicago, 1889 Pages 326 - 328 

Solomon L Dotson. The name of this gentleman is familiar to the older residents of this county 
as one of those who located on the banks of the Vermillion in the early days, where he has some 
very rich bottom land, included in a well-regulated farm of 177 acres, lying on section 31, Rock 
Township. Before proceeding further with his personal history it may be interesting to mention 
those from whom he drew his origin. He comes of a good family, being the son of William 
Dotson, who was born in Virginia and the grandson of Richard Dotson, l ik ewise a native of the 
Old Dominion, and a farmer who, at an early date removed to Wood County, W. Va., and 
opened up a farm in the wilderness. During his career he served as a soldier in the Revolutionary 
War, and also fought the French and Indians. He spent his last days in Tyler County, Va., passing 
away at the ripe old age of one hundred and four years. 

The paternal great-grandfather of our subject was Solomon Dotson, a native of England, who 
emigrated to America during the Colonial times and established himself on a large tract of land 
in Ritchie County, W. Va., where he cleared a farm and remained upon it until his death when 
over ninety-three years old. Politically, he was a Democrat, and religiously, an active member of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. The maiden name of the mother of our subject was Mary A 
Franks, a native of Virginia and a daughter of Henry Franks, who was also born there. He farmed 
along the Ohio River, in the western part of the Dominion, being among the first settlers of that 
region. He fought in the Indian War and was wounded. He became well-to-do, and spent his last 
years surrounded by all the comforts of live. The great-grandfather Frank was a native of 
Germany, and served as a Revolutionary soldier at the battle of Bunker Hill. The paternal great- 
great-grandfather was Hobbs Dotson, who was born in the Turkish Empire, and went to England 
with his parents, where he spent the remainder of his life. The mother of Mr. Dotson died in 
Virginia at the age of eighty-seven years; she was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Sixteen children completed the household circle of William and Mary A Dotson, seven of whom 
are deceased, namely: Emanuel, John, Nancy, Thomas, Betsey, Maria and Margaret. The 
survivors are: Henry, a resident of Virginia; Lottie and William, also living there; Solomon L, 
our subject; Mary A, a resident of Belle Plain, Kan.; J. Cynthia; Eliza and Jane of Virginia, and 
Squire, of Missouri. 

The subject of this sketch was born in what was then Wood, but is now Ritchie County, W. Va., 
near Maryetta, July 8, 1816, and there spent his early years upon the farm. He obtained a very 
limited education in the subscription school, dressed flax, hunted wild game, killed bears, 
wildcats and panthers, frequently fighting the bears with dogs, of which he had twenty-one at 
one time, and thus attained to man’s estate. He then purchased 100 acres of land, which he 
cleared and brought to a state of cultivation. He raised sheep to a great extent and lived in his 
native county until 1865. Then selling out he removed to Adair County, MO., where he 
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purchased an improved farm of 120 acres and raised cattle and sheep. After two years, however, 
he became dissatisfied, and changed his residence to Benton County, Iowa. Thence, in 1868, he 
came to the county, secured eighty acres of land in Clear Fork Township and lived there about 
ten years. Indians and wild game were plentiful when he first settled there. In 1878 he sold out 
and purchased his present farm. The cyclone of 1879 destroyed his orchard, his barn and a part 
of his house. The family sought shelter in the basement of the latter and were not seriously 
injured. He rebuilt as soon as possible, and has all modem improvements. He makes a specialty 
of graded cattle, a good quality of draft horses and full-blooded, Poland-China and Berkshire 
swine. 

Mr. Dotson was first married, in Harrison County, W. Va., in 1835 to Miss Orlindo Tucker, who 
was born there and died in the Old Dominion in 1863. Of this union there were eight children, of 
whom Serena, Betsey, Squire, Clarence and Cora are deceased. Eli is a resident of Nemeha 
County, Neb. Columbus lives in Ringgold County, Iowa; Floyd is a resident of Pottowatamie 
County, Kan.; Clarence died in California, leaving one child, a daughter, Mabel. Eli, during the 
late Civil War, enlisted in 1861, in the 14th Virginia Infantry and served until the close, suffering 
the horrors of imprisonment at Andersonville, and receiving a wound in the hand; Squire was 
under Gen. Sherman in the 82nd Ohio Infantry, enlisting in October, 1864. He died at Goldsboro, 
N. C. 

Our subject contracted a second marriage in Ritchie County, W. Va., with Miss Elizabeth West, 
who was born in Tyler County, that State, and died in Clear Fork Township, this county, in 1876. 
The four children born of this union were: Jerusha, who married J. J. Tilley; Vietta, the wife of 
James A. Barrett; Eveline, Mrs. W. Long, of Rock Township, this county, and Porter, who 
remains at home with his father. Our subject was married the third time in Rock Township in 
1878 to Mrs. Telitha Cain Trosper, a native of Kentucky and who died at the homestead in Rock 
Township in March, 1880. 

The present wife of our subject, whom he married in Marysville, Oct. 25, 1886, was formerly 
Miss Carrie C. Clark, daughter of Daniel D. Clark, the latter a native of Sidney, Me. The paternal 
grandfather of Mrs. Dotson was Samuel Clark, a native of England, who upon coming to 
America carried on farming in Maine and New Hampshire, dying in the latter State. 

(The rest of the article deals with Carrie Clark Dotson’s lineage). 
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William Dodson 1813 - 1879 
Son: James N Dodson born 1855 

From:: History of Cherokee County Kansas and its representative citizens, ed. & comp, by 
Nathaniel Thompson Allison, 1904, transcribed by Carolyn Ward, instructor from USD 508, 
Baxter Springs Middle School, Baxter Springs, Kansas, Feb 28, 1997. 

JAMES N. DODSON, city treasurer of Weir City, (Kansas) and one of its prominent citizens 
and substantial business men, was born in Johnson County, Missouri, in 1855, and is a son of 
William and Sarah (Farris) Dodson. 

William Dodson was born in 1813 on the site of the city of St. Louis, Missouri, when it was but 
a little collection of log houses, inhabited chiefly by French traders. He learned the carpenter's 
trade, which he followed in connection with farming all his active life. His first removal was to 
Howard County, Missouri, thence to Johnson County and later, in 1859, to Henry County, where 
he located in the vicinity of Calhoun. His death took place at Lewis Station, Henry County, 
September 20, 1879, at the age of 66 years. In political views, he was in accord with the 
Republican party. William Dodson was twice married, the two children of his first union 
being,—Mary, who is a resident of Joplin, Missouri; and Henry, who resides at Bartlesville, 
Indian Territory. Henry Dodson enlisted in the Civil War in 1861, entering the 7th Regiment, 
Missouri Vol. Cav., as a private, and rose successively to the rank of 2nd lieutenant, 1st 
lieutenant and captain. He has been a prominent figure in political life, and served two years as 
sheriff of Henry County, Missouri, and two years as sheriff of Butler County, Kansas. The 
second marriage of William Dodson was to Sarah Farris, who was born in Missouri in 1828, and 
died September 5, 1893. Their surviving children are as follows: John T., of Joplin, Missouri; 
Martin F., of Seattle, Washington; James N.; Nealia, of Lowry City, Missouri; Charles J., of 
Pittsburg, Kansas; Jennie, of Weir City, Kansas; and Robert, of Lowry City, Missouri. 

James N. Dodson was four years old when his parents moved to Henry County, Missouri, and 
settled on a farm, and he assisted in its cultivation until he was 22 years of age. Then he began to 
work in the coal mines of Henry County, where he continued for 10 years. In 1880 he married 
and six years later moved with his family to Butler County, Kansas, and embarked in mercantile 
pursuits at Leon. Two years later he moved his family and stock of goods to Bennetts, Arkansas. 
Mr. Dodson carried on his store in connection with the butchering business, from November, 
1887, to May, 1888, when he moved to Huntington, Arkansas. There he remained from May to 
August 1, 1888, and then settled at Weir City. Mr. Dodson worked in the coal mines at Weir 
City, that being the leading industry, until 1890, when he accepted a position in the general store 
of the Kansas & Texas Coal Company, at Weir City, beginning as a grocery clerk and through 
effeciency rising to the position of grocery manager. He continued there until 1900, when he 
bought a half interest in the general store of the J. R. Crowe Coal & Mining Company at 
Columbus. 
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After this purchase, the stock was moved from Columbus to Stippville, Cherokee County, and 
the firm style became J. N. Dodson & Company, which was continued for two years. Then Mr. 
Dodson sold his interest in the business at Stippville to the J. R. Crowe Coal Company, and 
entered into a mercantile venture at Weir City. In 1902 he purchased the store of B. S. Abbott. 
This store is one of the leading business establishments in the city, its management and operation 
reflecting great credit upon Mr. Dodson. 

In 1880 Mr. Dodson was married, at Montrose, Missouri, to Mary Mahon, who was born in 1857 
at Peoria, Illinois. They have a family of eight children, viz: John W., born at Lewis Station, 
Henry County, Mssouri, who married Eva Pollock, of Scammon, Kansas, and has one child,— 
John James, born at Weir City, Kansas; Winnie and Mary, born at Lewis Station; Raymond, born 
in Butler County, Kansas; and Ella, William, Joseph and Irene, born at Weir City. The family 
attend the Catholic Church. 

Mr. Dodson has been closely identified with the business interests and political affairs of Weir 
City for a number of years, and has frequently been honored by the Republican party, of which 
he is a staunch member, by election to responsible offices. He has been a very useful member of 
the School Board and the City Council, and at present is the city's capable treasurer. His fraternal 
associations are with the Ancient Order of United Workmen and the Modern Woodmen of 
America. Mr. Dodson is a man who commands universal respect, and is a worthy representative 
of the city. 
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William Abraham Dotson born 1857; Father: James L Dotson 1836-1888; Grandfather: 
Fountain Dotson born about 1804; Great grandfather William Dotson 1783 - 1861 
From: "Arkansas NW Counties History 1889" 

William Abraham Dotson, one of the thrifty, enterprising citizens of Whorton Creek Valley, 
(Arkansas) was born near where he now lives July 4, 1857. He is the son of James L. and Isabel 
J. (Glen) Dotson, grandson of Fountain Dotson, and great-grandson of William Dotson who was 
born in Tennessee, and died in Madison County, Ark., in 1861. Fountain Dotson was also born 
in Tennessee, but for a time lived in Madison County, Ark., but died in Tennessee. His son, 
James L Dotson, l ik e his father and grandfather, was born in Tennessee, and moved to Madison 
County, Ark., about 1849 or 1850, and there died June 9, 1888 at the age of fifty-two. He was a 
farmer all his life, and was a good citizen. During the late war he was in the Confederate service, 
but against his will, and was afterward in the Home Guards, Federal service. He was a 
Republican for many years, was justice of the peace, and afterward notary public. Although not 
a member of any church, his sympathies were with the Christian Church. He took a leading part 
in all societies that tended to elevate the best citizens. He was an excellent legal adviser, and 
many of his neighbors went to him for advice, and in that way he made many life-long friends. 
In Madison County, Ark., he married Miss Isabel J. Glen, a native of North Carolina, born in 
1839, and who is still living. She is one of the leading members of the Whorton Creek Christian 
Church, and the mother of twelve children, nine now living: Mrs. Clarissa J. Burgess, James 
Fountain, Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Lyman (widow of Albert Lyman), Mrs. Nancy Emeline 
Lankford, Mrs. Eliza Catherine Easterling, William A., Martha Ellen, J. B. and Thomas M. 
William Abraham received his education int he home schools, and in August, 1875, he married 
Miss Mary E Phillips, daughter of William Phillips, and a native of Madison County, Ark., born 
November 10, 1860. Five children have been blessed of this union: Louisa, Bertha, Ella, Oliver 
Burton, Mary May and Cora. Mr. Dotson is the owner of a fine farm of 410 acres with a 
considerable portion in the valley, and 175 under cultivation. To himself alone is due the credit 
of all this, as he started with very little means. He is a wide-awake, thorough-going young 
citizen, and will make his mark in the world. He is a member of the Christian Church, and a 
Republican in politics. 
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William Beal Dodson 1787 - 1875 Son of John and Eleanor Howard Dodson 

From: History of Cincinnati, Ohio : with illustrations and biographical sketches; Compiled by 

Henry A. Ford and Kate B. Ford, pages 473 - 474 

William Beal Dodson was born in Baltimore, Maryland, January 31 1787. He was the son of 
John Dodson, of Shrewsbury, England, who emigrated to America in 1771, and landed at 
Annapolis, Maryland, where he met and married Eleanor Howard March 2, 1778. The Howard 
Family was one of the old and honored families of Maryland. They had seven children born to 
them, William being the third son. 

General Wayne and his legion, by their recent victory over the Indians - secured by a treaty at 
Greenville that year (1795) - made it possible for emigrants to settle and cultivate the arts of 
peace in the then Northwest Territory. In that year commenced an emigration to Ohio from all 
parts of the old States, and Maryland sent her portion of citizens to the new El Dorado. "The 
West" was the word after the glorious peace, and John Dodson was among the first to determine 
that he would lay a new foundation in a free State, where his children might earn and enjoy their 
own fortune. Accordingly in the year 1795 he, with his wife and family, started to make a new 
home in the then far west, traveling over the mountains in wagons. William was then a boy of 
eight years. In November 1795, they landed in the village of Cincinnati, purchasing a farm a 
short distance out, in Springfield township. Here a log cabin was erected, and while building a 
guard of armed men was employed to protect them from the Indians, who were far from 
peaceable in those days, and it is told as an incident of that time that while attending church the 
men had to carry their guns for feat of an attack from the Indians. 

William remained for some years on the farm with his father, and then came to Cincinnati, 
where, as a carpenter, he was an efficient mechanic, and was active in all that pertained to the 
workingmen. He afterwards became a master-builder and did the carpenter work on the second 
court house built in Cincinnati. The first one built in the village was on the north part of the 
square between Fourth and Fifth streets, fronting on Main, but in 1814 this was burned down and 
the new court house was built farther out, as far up as two squares above Seventh on Wayne 
street, which, in early days, was the boundary of the in-lots of Cincinnati. The carpenter work of 
this court house was all done by William Beal Dodson. He was also the builder of the noted 
Pearl Street house, a very grand hotel in its day, below Third Street on the east side of Walnut 
street. He was one of the most active workers of the Episcopal church in Cincinnati, when they 
hold their services in the old Wing schoolhouse, corner Sixth and Vine Streets. He served as 
vestryman for several years, and often as a lay-reader when a clergyman could not be found. He 
was a very earnest politician in his day, and, though never caring to hold any public office, was 
at one time county commissioner, and during his term of office many of the improvements of the 
city were made. 
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Mr. Dodson was married December 7, 1825 to Deborah Starbuck, daughter of John Starbuck, of 
Nantucket, Massachusetts, to whom nine children were born. 

In 1850 Mr. Dodson bought a beautiful home on the hillside overlooking the city near 
Fairmount, which he improved and named "Cypress Villa," where he retired from the cares of 
active live. In 1861 he was elected president of the Cincinnati Pioneer association, and to the day 
of his death took an active interest in the society. Nearly eighty years of his life were spent here. 
He watched a village grow up into a city, with its boundless influence. William Beal Dodson 
died January 26, 1875, aged eighty-eight years. 
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Dodsons of Granville County North Carolina 


Granville County, North Carolina was formed in 1746. The first record of a Dodson in Granville 
County is a Charles Dodson. His birth is estimated as 1729 or earlier. As early as 1750 a deed 
references land being granted on both sides of "Dodson's Branch" in Granville County, and 
Charles appears on the 1755 tax list. His parents are unknown, and it is unknown where Charles 
lived before arriving in North Carolina. 



https://dc.lib.unc.edu/cdm/singleitem/collection/ncmaps/id/3419/rec/l 

In 1756 Charles Dodson Sr received a land grant of 625 acres from Lord Earl Granville on the 
North Side of Nutbush Creek. Nutbush District was located near the town of Williamsboro in 
what is now northern Vance County. Vance county was formed from Granville, and Granville 
County was formed from Edgecombe County in 1746. 

Granville County, North Carolina, Deed Book C, Page 497 May 8, 1756 Lord Earl Granville to 
Charles Dodson - This indenture made on the eighth day of May in the year of our Lord one 
thousand seventeen and fifty six between the Right Honorable John Earl Granville, Viscount and 
Baron Lord of Hawkins in the county of Bedford in this Kingdom of Great Britain of one part 
and Charles Dodson of Granville County of Province of North Carolina the other part. Now this 
indenture that as well for and in consideration of the sum often shillings sterling money to the 
said John Earl of Granville in hand paid by Charles Dodson. Parcel of land lying on the North 
Side of Nutbush Creek beginning at a white oak on the S then running West 280 poles to a black 
oak then N 320 poles to a pine thence E 316 poles to a white oak in Smith then by his line up to 
the beginning containing in the whole six hundred and twenty five acres. Charles Dodson shall 
pay yearly to the Lord Earl of Granville the sum of twenty five shillings in half yearly payments. 
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Witnesses. Rick Vigors Rich. Hargroves At court for Granville County 20 June 1758 Registered Will M. 
Eaton Publ. Regr. 


It is believed that Charles Dodson married Frances Mitchell who might have been a widow, and 
they had sons William and Charles Jr and daughters Sarah and Elizabeth. 

Daughter Sarah Dodson married William Woodward, and in 1758, Charles transferred 100 acres 
of his land grant "in consideration of natural love and affection" to William Woodward on both 
sides of a branch called Dodsons Branch. Daughter Elizabeth married Nathaniel Robinson, 
and in 1760 William Dodson, who inherited Charles Sr's land, deeded a portion to Nathaniel 
Robinson. 

William and Charles Dodson, children of Charles Dotson Sr appear in the 1784 - 1787 tax lists of 
North Carolina. 
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William Dodson 


Charles Dodson apparently died about 1760, and his eldest son William inherited his land. 
Charles' wife Frances apparently continued to live on a portion of the land. William deeded his 
brother Charles Dodson 200 acres of land, but indicated that his mother had life estate in the 
property. 

William Dodson to Charles Dodson August 3, 1760 Granville Co., NC Deed Book H, Page 446 
William Dodson of the County of Granville and province of North Carolina send greeting for 
divers good causes and consideration but more especially for the love and affection I have to my 
brother Charles Dodson doth give, grant and confirm unto the said Charles Dodson one certain 
parcel of land containing by estimation 200 hundred acres and bounded as followeth: North 
side ofNutbush Creek at John Hargroves corner white oak and running on his line West 80 
poles to a red oak of Hickory Thorns North 3 degrees East 320 poles to a white oak in Rich. 
Hargroves line thence on his line East to his corner white oak thence South 40 poles to the scud 
creek thence up the creek as itfloweth to the first station. Part of this land to be under the 
encumbrance hereafter named that is to say that whereon my beloved mother Frances Dodson is 
now situated on a part of the scud land which plantation with the appurtances with free life of 
any woods and timber thereon during her natural life and then the free use and benefit to revise 
to the scud Charles Dodson. Witness: Stephen Lott Granville County August Court 1760 Truly 
Registered Jam. Binton PR 

On 28 Jun 1763 William Dodson married Frances Gilliam in Granville, NC. John and Francis 
Gillam Bondsman, Peter Gillam and Edward Roberson witnesses 

In 1768 William Dodson testified regarding the gift to his brother Charles Dodson. In 1769 
William's mother Frances sold her husband's land to Charles Dodson Jr.(Deed Book I, Page 149) 
for 20 pounds sterling. The deed notes Francis as the widow of Charles Dodson and it being the 
same land on Nutbush Creek, Wallin Plantation, that she has lived since the death of her 
husband. 

3 Oct 1771 William is a sergeant in the Granville County militia under Capt William Williams. 
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STATE RECORDS- 
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LIST OF GRANVILLE COUNTY MALITIA, 1771. 


Company or Capt. William Williams, 3 October, 1771 


officers: 


Joseph Winston, Lieut., ilscnL 
J<*M*|*h Williams, Km*ijrn. 
Daniel Williams, Sergt., absent 
Elisha Sims, Sergeant. 


William Dobson, Serjr»*anL 
John Drown, Corporal. 
Britain Johnson, Corjairal. 
Richard Harrison, Clerk. 


In 1783 Charles Jr brought a lawsuit against William Dodson for trespassing. 
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At the time of the Revolutionary War, William Dodson was in the Nutbrush District when he 
made his Oaths of Allegiance. In 1784 William Dodson is enumerated in the Granville NC early 
census and in 1786 in the tax list. 

In 1788 both a William and a William Jr are listed as taxpayers in Granville County. In 1790, 
William is named in the census for Granville County. 

In a 1791 will, William names his wife, Frances, to receive the horses, corn crop, furniture & 
livestock. His son, William, to receive land west of plantation at John Hargrove's line to mill 
dam to Richard Hargrove's line & half the hogs on his Wallin Plantation. His son, Charles, to 
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receive the rest of land at the death of his wife. Furniture was to go to daughters, Frances, Flolly 
& Polly. May 1791 Granville Co., NC. court. Granville County, NC, Will Book 3, page 234. 

In August 1791 there is an inventory of the estate of William Dodson, Deceased.. Wife is 
Frances;sons are William and Charles and daughters are Frances and Holly. 

The estate of Frances Dodson, widow of William Dodson was proved in Feb 1796 and names 
sons William and Charles, daughter Holley; daughters Frances Turner (in 1791 William Turner 
married Frances Dodson) and Polly Fleming (married Robert Fleming in 1794). Witnesses 
James Lyne, Elizabeth Dodson & Mathew Hargrove. Recorded Feb Court 1795 Granville 
County, NC, Will Book 3, page 247 

Charles Dodson, Jr 

At the time of the Revolutionary War, Charles was in the Nutbrush District when he made his 
Oath of Allegiance. It is believed this is the same Charles who served in the 1st NC Battalion 
under Captain James Read in 1777 and on the roll of Captain James Read in the Company of the 
1st NC Battalion commanded by Col. Thomas Clark, September 8, 1778. In 1783 Charles 
Dodson was granted 640 acres of land for his service in the Revolutionary War. In 1788 Charles 
Dodson is listed as a taxpayer in Granville County. In 1790 Charles Dodson is named in the 
census for Granville County. In 1796 Charles Dodson gifts land to son Stephen Dodson (1776- 
1852) and mentions wife Elizabeth. 

In 1799 the will is proven for Charles Dodson naming wife Elizabeth, son Stephen, daughters 
Polly (Absalom Crenshaw married Polly in 1792).and Betsy (married Richard Hargrove in 
1799); He also names daughter Nancy Smith (married Samuel Smith in 1781) and grandson 
John Smith. 
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Dodsons and Dotson in the Shenandoah Virginia Valley 



Early landholders such as Lord Fairfax received grants of thousands of acres of Virginia land. 
Wanting to attract settlers, they entered into agreements with others who traveled to 
Pennsylvania and Maryland, marketing land to new settlers. The colonial government of Virginia 
wanted settlement to provide a buffer between the settled tidewater area of Virginia and the 
French and Indian problems of the frontier. Land was cheaper in the valley than in Maryland, 
Pennsylvania or eastern Virginia. 

Orange county, when first created, included the current counties of Augusta, Frederick, 
Culpepper, Madison, Greene, Shenandoah, Rockbridge, Rockingham, most of the present state 
of West Virginia, and all of Kentucky. As the Shenandoah Valley area became settled, it was 
divided into new counties. Augusta County was formed in 1738 from Orange. Frederick 
County was also formed in 1738 but organized later; Hampshire was formed from Frederick in 
1754. Shenandoah was formed in 1772 but was called Dunmore County until 1778. 
Rockingham County was formed in 1778. Page County was formed in 1831 and Warren County 
in 1836, taking most of their territory from Shenandoah County. Records will be found in a 
variety of counties based on the year of the event and where the person lived in the valley. 
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The Shenandoah Valley encompassed what is now nine counties in Virginia and two counties in West Virginia. 

The darker brown area of this map shows the general area of the Shenandoah Valley in 1780. 

There were three different branches of the Dodson/Dotson families who had settled in the 
Shenandoah Valley in the 1700s and early 1800s. DNA tests have shown that these three lines 
were not connected. 

1) John Dodson migrated from North Farnham Parish, Richmond County, Virginia to now 
Shenandoah County before 1756. He owned land west of the Massanutten mountain range and 
west of Edinburgh and Mt. Jackson, near Conicville. John died with a will in Shenandoah 
County Virginia in 1784, and his son Peter inherited his land. Three of John's sons Peter, Moses 
and Charles lived to maturity. Both Moses and Charles were bound out in Richmond County by 
the church wardens of the North Farnham Parish in 1737 at ages of 11 and 8. Both are showing 
on a 1753 delinquent tax list for Augusta County, having left the county. It appears that Charles 
lived for a while near where his father lived, but later moved with his children as early settlers in 
Greene County Tennessee. Charles died in 1797 and Peter in 1800, but Moses' whereabouts 
have not been traced. Some descendants of this family continued to live in Shenandoah County, 
while some migrated to other areas. Information about this family is recorded in The Dodson 
(Dotson) Family of North Farnham Parish, Richmond County, Virginia: A History and 
Genealogy of their Descendants, Volumes One and Two by Mrs. Sherman Williams, Compiler 
and Editor and The Rev Silas Emmett Lucas, Jr., Publisher, Southern Historical Press, Inc. 
Easley SC, 1988. 
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2) Thomas Dodson, migrated from Chester County PA and lived east of the Massanutten 
mountain range at the foot of the Blue Ridge mountains in an area that became Warren and Page 
counties, south of Front Royal near Overall and Rileyville, Virginia. At the same time, the John 
Dodson family from Richmond County Dodsons owned land west of the Massanutten mountain 
range and west of the present town of Mt. Jackson County Virginia. When both lines of 
Dodsons settled there, Frederick County encompassed all of these areas. Front Royal, the county 
seat of now Warren County, was settled in the 1730's. As early as 1749, we find Thomas Dottson 
in the area south of Front Royal buying an item at an estate sale, along with a Barbara Job. In 
1755 a William Dodson enlisted from Frederick County in the French and Indian War. In 1768 
Thomas Dodson sold land to Moses Moody, and in 1776 Thomas Dodson sold land to Ephraim 
Leeth who had married Barbara Job, widow of Caleb Job. Thomas Dotson is listed on rent rolls 
of Dunmore County in 1775. In 1785, Abraham Keller collected taxes near Front Royal, and on 
his listing are Thomas and Thomas Jr. Dodson along with Ephraim Leeth Jr and Job families. 
There were two Dodson/Dotson Revolutionary War soldiers born in what was then Frederick 
County - Richard Dotson in 1752 and William Dodson in 1758. Since neither was from the 
Richmond County line, it is assumed they must have been connected to the second line of 
Dodson/Dotsons. Both men returned to Shenandoah County after the war, but their parents' 
names are unknown. DNA from descendants of Richard Dotson have shown that he was not 
from the Richmond County Virginia line, and DNA from his descendants matches with the 
Dodsons of Chester County Pennsylvania. 

The Massanutten mountain range that separated the two Dodson lines, also separated the 
Shenandoah river into a north and a south fork which meet near Front Royal, in present day 
Warren County, Virginia. The South Fork flows north on the east of Massanutten mountain 
range, and the North Fork flows north on the west of the mountain range. The Dodsons from 
Richmond County, Virginia, settled west of the North Fork of the Shenandoah River, while the 
Dodson/Dotsons from Pennsylvania settled on the South Fork, east of the Massanutten mountain 
range in the valley between the Massanutten mountain and the Blue Ridge mountains, around the 
current county line of Warren and Page Counties. 

Locations where the Chester County Pennsylvania and the Richmond County Virginia 
Dodson/Dotson lines settled are illustrated on the map below. Map is modified from one by John 
Wayland. Both Dodson lines settled around 1750, but as DNA has shown, there were no 
connections between these lines. These two areas of settlement in the valley were separated by 
the Massanutten mountain range, and it is possible that these Dodsons did not even know each 
other. Most of the area shown below was part of Lrederick County at the time of Dodson 
settlements and later became Dunmore and Shenandoah in the dates listed below. A few dates 
from Loudoun and Hampshire counties are listed since it is known that some from the Chester 
line migrated into those counties. More research needs to be done to clearly identify the people 
associated with the events and to which branch they belong. However, tax lists and other records 
are beginning to show that John, Charles, Peter and one William were associated with the 
Richmond County line, while Thomas Sr and Jr, Samuel Sr and Jr, Richard, and a second 
William were associated with the Chester county line. Read more about the settlers associated 
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with the Thomas Dodson line from Chester County PA living on the south fork of the 
Shenandoah River. 



3) Thomas Dodson/Dodson, parents unknown, apparently moved into Shenandoah County in 
the early 1800's possibly from Rockingham County. As noted, his lineage from DNA results 
shows that he was not connected with the Richmond County VA or the Chester County PA lines. 
A descendant of a Revolutionary War soldier, William Dotson, who fought in North Carolina 
and died near Savannah Georgia, has a 100% match to a descendant of this Thomas 
Dodson/Dotson. Based on ages of his children, it is fairly certain that it is his family who 
appears in the 1810 census of Shenandoah County. It is also believed that he is the Thomas who 
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sold land with wife Elizabeth in 1809. His descendants are the Dotsons who moved first to near 
Fewisburg, Greenbrier County, (W)VA and some on to Nicholas County, now in WV. 


Documented Shenandoah Valley Dodson/Dotson Events: 

Orange, Augusta, Frederick, and Shenandoah counties were much larger at the time of these 
events. It is believed that many of these events, particularly those associated with the 
Dodson/Dotsons from Pennsylvania, occurred in what is now Warren or Page County, Virginia. 

1730 to 1740 

1738 Augusta and Frederick counties were created from Orange but neither were fully organized. 

No known Dodsons in the Shenandoah Valley during these years. A John Dotson appears on a 
tax list in 1739 in Orange County, but he is in a precinct east of the Blue Ridge mountains where 
Madison, Virginia is now located. It is unknown if he has any connections with the Chester 
County Pennsylvania or the Richmond County Virginia Dotson/Dodsons. 

1740 to 1750 

1741 June Augusta County Elizabeth Dodson, daughter of John Dodson baptized by Rev. John 
Craig 

1743 Frederick County organized. 

1748 Augusta County Tax Fist - Delinquent: William Dodson 

19 Jan 1749 Mary Allen wid. of Augusta County 400 acres in said Co. Surv Mr. George Hume. 
On Mill Creek adjacent Charles Dodson. 

1749 20 March Augusta County - Thomas Dottson is listed as a purchaser in an estate sale for 
John Campbell. 

1750 to 1760 

1750 Augusta County Tax Fist Thomas Dodson 

1750 Augusta County John Dodson to Carolina - tax delinquent 

1750 Frederick County landowners - no Dodsons listed. 

1751 John Dodson, son of Charles Dodson, born "near Staunton River (he cannot recollect the 
name of the county) in the year 1751 or 1752 - that afterwards his father moved into the county 
of Shenandoah Virginia" - from his Revolutionary War pension application. 

1751 Sept 30 Frederick County 400 acres on Honey (Stoney?) Creek adj. Christian Mikley. 
Chain carriers Charles Taylor & Christian Dellinger. Markers - Charles Dodson and John 
Jones. 

1752 Augusta County Tax delinquents Charles and Moses Dotson, out of county 

1752 Augusta County Feb 14 400 acres on Mill Creek ajoining Charles Dotson. Noted as a 
neighbor by beneficiary and administrator of Mary Allen. Fand originally bought by Mary from 
Fairfax. 
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1752 Oct 23 Richard Dotson was born in then Frederick County. His date of birth and 
locations are from his Revolutionary War pension application. DNA from his descendants does 
not match with descendants of the Charles Dodson line of Richmond County Virginia, but does 
match with Chester County Pennsylvania Dodsons. Richard stated in his pension application 
that he left Shenandoah around 1772 - 1774 and went to (now) Greene County, Pennsylvania, 
and "after the close of the Revolution he returned to Shenandoah County, Virginia after 
remaining there a few years, the precise number he cannot recollect, he removed to Loudon 
County, Virginia and continued there about two years, from Loudon he removed to Hampshire 
County, Virginia, where he lived about six years from thence he removed to Wood Co, 
Virginia". Read More about the Richard Dotson Family 

1753 December 24 Augusta County Survey for John Coile of 400 acres where he lives on Mill 
Crk; adj. Dodson, Joseph Danham. 

1754 Frederick County gained land from Augusta County but lost land to the creation of 
Hampshire County, now in WV 

1754 Frederick County William Dotson served as a chain carrier, survey on fork of Shenandoah 
River 

1754 Nov 11 Frederick County Land Grant to John Dodson of Augusta County by Lord 
Fairfax. 260 acres in said County Surveyor Mr. George Byrne. Where he lives on Mill Cr. adj. 
Mary Allen. Joseph Donhm Note: Land in Frederick formerly Augusta County. 

1754 Frederick County survey 600 acres chain carrier was Moses Dodson. 

1755 July 6 Frederick County Thomas Dodson signed as a witness. Deed Book 4, Page 86. 
Lease between Robert Grey & Margaret Grey 350 acres of land in Frederick County. Other 
witnesses were W. Bethell, Ralph Hughes, Henry Nelson, Rob't Grey and Margary. Recorded 2 
March 1756. 

1755 Frederick County William Dodson served in the French and Indian War born Virginia, 24 
years of age. 

1756 Sept 30 Land Purchase John Dodson 400 acres including where he lives on west side of 
Stoney Creek 

1756 Frederick County John Dodson patented 260 acres. John and wife, Elizabeth, of Frederick 
County sold this land, described as 260 acres in Frederick, the part formerly Augusta, on Mill 
Creek adjoining Mary Allen, to Abraham Derst for 5 shillings. Abraham Derst and wife Mary of 
Frederick released this land to Henry Meir 8 Oct 1764 Frederick County Deeds Book 10, page 
25. Record states land "Granted by Fairfax to John Dotson by deed 11 Nov 1754, corner to 
Mary Allen's land, 260 acres". Recorded 6 Nov 1764. 

1756 1 June Frederick County George Washington had formed a company of artificers under 
Captain William Peachy with a complement of more than a hundred men to work on the building 
of Fort Loudoun near the town of Winchester, Virginia where Washington was headquartered. 
William Dodson is listed as one of those helping to build the fort. 

1754 Oct 8 (Alt date is 16 May 1761) William Dodson served as a chain carrier on a survey for 
Cyna/Sinna Hooper, wife/widow of James Hooper; 180 acres at fork of Shenandoah River 
adjacent William Russell. William Hooper was also a chain carrier. 

1758 March 29 William Dodson was born in Shenandoah County (Frederick County) Virginia, 
based on his testimony when he applied for a Revolutionary War pension. He said that he 
enlisted as a resident of Shenandoah County in February 1776 for two years. He served in the 
company of Captain Matthias Hite in the 8th Virginia Rifle Regiment. Although Peter, son of 
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John and Eliza Goad Dodson, had a son William, he was dead before 1800 as reflected in Peter's 
will of 4 Sept 1800: "son Joseph to keep the rifle which his brother William gave him at his 
decease". The Revolutionary War soldier, William, did not die until 1840. William also testified 
14 Jan 1833 that "Since the Revolutionary War he has lived in Shenandoah County VA, and 
moved from there to Kentucky and has lived in Nelson Co. since that time." 

1760 to 1770 

1761 Frederick County May 18 a poll was taken for the Election of Burgesses, and two 
burgesses from Frederick County were elected. John Dodson voted for: Colonel Geo. 
Washington and Colonel George Mercer 

1763 Frederick County Dec 14 Alan Macrae of Prince William County 346 A. on Allens Creek. 
Surveyed by Mr. Robert Rutherford. Adjacent to Henry Kilkener, Joseph Dennam, John 
Dodson. 

1767 Frederick County Survey for John FeGarde 276 acres about 2 miles from the North River 
Shenandoah, adjacent Peter Dodson. Chain carrier was Charles Dodson. 

1768 April 14 Frederick County Moses Moody assignee of Thomas Dodson 136 acres on drains 
of South River adjacent to Henry Nelson, George Hume. Chain carriers were Jeremiah Odell 
and Charles Whitson. Surveyor Peter Stephens. 

1768 April 16 Thomas Dodson/Dotson & Charles Whitson served as chain carriers for Peter 
Stephens, surveyor for 354 acres on Jeremy's Run on drains of the South River. Survey for 
Jacob Follis/Fallis of Stafford County, assignee of Charles Whitson, assignee of Spencer 
Breeding of Frederick County. 

1769 Frederick County Apr 21 John Fegarde of 276 acres on North River of Shenandoah in said 
County. Surveyed by Peter Stephens. Adjacent to Peter Dodson. 

1770 to 1780 

13 Apr 1771 3 Sept 1771 Frederick County Ephraim Feith assignee of Thomas Dodson very 
near his late survey on Jeremy's Run a branch of South River at foot of the Blue Ridge adj. 
George Hume (now Alexander Wodrow's land). Dodson agrees if part of land Thomas Bullett 
applied for, he will relinquish his claim. 1771 Bullitt lays no claim, and Dodson relinquishes 
deed to Feith. 

1772 Frederick County lost land to creation of Berkeley County, now in WV and to Dunmore 
County, (renamed Shenandoah County in 1778). Woodstock became the county seat when the 
new county was formed. 

1772 5 Aug Rebeccah Dodson Shenandoah County Baptism, daughter of Charles and Mary 
Dodson 

1773 April 12 Marriage: Elizabeth Dodson to Thomas Ryan 

1775 June 7 Marriage: Foudoun County Susanna Dodson to Joseph Hutchison 

1775 Thomas Dotson in Dunmore (Shenandoah) County (now Page County, Virginia). Fist of 

Persons in the District of Henry Nelson, Jr. 2 males, 6 females; 3 over 16; 5 under 16 and 0 

blacks. 

1775 Samuel Dodson Sr Dunmore County Rent Rolls and tithe list of Francis Slaughter shows 
'sale of deer skins' and 'sale of old gun' 
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1775 Samuel Dodson Jr. Dunmore County Rent Rolls and title list of Francis Slaughter. 

1775 Samuel Dodson Dunmore County showing with old mare and 1 cow. 

1775 Peter Dodson Dunmore County rent rolls Jacob Holeman's List 1 levy 

1775 Charles Dodson Dunmore County rent rolls Jacob Holeman's List 2 levy 

1776 February William Dodson, living in Dunmore County enlisted in the Eighth Virginia Rifle 
Regiment for the term of two years 

1776 March 2 Thomas Dodson sold 367 acres of land on Jeremy's Run in Dunmore County. He 
sold this land to Ephraim Leith who sold the land 29 May 1783 to Moses Moody. The land was 
located approximately 2 miles southeast of Rileyville now in Page County. Directions: Hwy 661 
to Hwy 605 then East about 1/2 mile. No record has been found for when or from whom Thomas 
purchased the land. Ephraim Leeth of Dunmore Co. asne. of Thomas Dodson 367 A at foot of 
Blue Rg. on Jeremy's Run of S. R. of Shannandoah in said Co. Surv. Richard Rigg. Adj George 
Hume now Alexander Wodrow. 12 Mar 1776 

1776 July 20 Loudoun County Susanah Dodson is referenced in a lease with Joseph Hutchinson 
(her husband) for 150 acres. Book L, Page 169. John Augustine Washington of Westmoreland 
Virginia to farmer William Hutchison and Joseph and Susannah Dodson of Loudoun County. 

1777 Augusta County Peter Dodson signed Legislative Petition for a separate Virginia county, 
west of Allegheny mountains. 

1778 Approximate date of birth Shenandoah County for Ruth Dodson, daughter of Thomas, 
"upward of 14 yrs" in 1792 

1779 July 5 Peter Dodson (Doptson) shows on Tax List Shenandoah County 

1780 to 1790 

1780 June 13 Churchwardens of Shelburne Parish Loudoun County bind Mary Dodson 
daughter [of] Thomas Dodson Jr. to William Hutchison. 

1780 Oct 19 Shenandoah County Location of Land: John Lilsmoyers of Shannandoah Co. 56 A. 
on Mill Cr. Br of N. R. of Shannandoah in said Co. Surv. John Hough. Adj. Jacob Coyle, John 
Dodson, Henry Kelkner, Samuel Overhulser. 

1780 May Location of Land: Shenandoah County Valentine Leber Jr. of Penn. asne. of George 
Mooney 102 A above Stoney Cr in Shannadoah Co. Surv. John Hough. Adj. Lewis Lellinger, 
near Buckhill, John Dodson. 

1781 March Court Shenandoah Court, William Dotson - Shenandoah County Order Book 1781- 
84 page 14 - no further details 

1781 20 July Will: Shenandoah County John Hall - To Rachel Whitson, daughter of Ruth To the 
five daughters of Ruth Whitson To Charles Barnes To Thomas Dotson To George White My 
good friend, Ruth Whitson, Exe. Written: 30 July 1781 Witnesses: Wm. McCullough, Charles 
Barnes, and Nathan Smith Probated: 30 January 1783 

1781 2 Aug until 5 Oct Shenandoah County Samuel Dodson - Private - Captain Linchfield 
Sharpe's Company of Shenandoah county (VA), under the command of Col. Elias Edmondson; 
of General Stephen's Brigade. 

1782 Tax List: Shenandoah County Thomas, Thomas Jr., William, Peter, Samuel and John 
Dodson 

1782 Dec 23 Shenandoah County Marriage: Ruth Dotson to Will Wood, James Ireland minister 

1783 January 30 Will: Shenandoah County Probated for John Hall - Names Thomas Dotson 


205 



1783 Tax List: Shenandoah County Thomas Sr, Thomas Jr, Samuel, William, Peter, John 
and John Dodson 

1783 May 9 Shenandoah County Birth: of a Margaret Dodson, daughter of Thomas 

1783 August Shenandoah Court, William Dotson - Shenandoah County Order Book 1781-84 
page 219 - no further details 

1784 Aug 26 Will: Shenandoah County Recorded for John Dodson. Will written 16 Nov 1779. 
Names wife Elizabeth, son Peter, son Charles, daughter Elizabeth, married to John Code and 
daughter Ann, married to Michael Callender. Executor: son Peter Dodson. Witnesses Jacob 
Rinker, Jr., George Rinker and Henry Rinker 

1784 Tax List: Shenandoah County Thomas Sr, Thomas Jr, Samuel, William, Peter and 
Richard Dodson 

1784 Aug 26 Shenandoah County Overseer of Poor to bind James Higdon, orphan of James, to 
William Dodson. He is age 15 Sept. 12, next. 

1785 Shenandoah County May 12 Marriage: Elizabeth Dotson to George Pullen 

1785 Tax List: Shenandoah County Thomas Sr, Thomas Jr, Samuel, Peter and Richard 
Dodson 

1786 Tax List: Shenandoah County Thomas Sr, Thomas Jr, Peter and Richard Dodson. 

1786 June 15 Shenandoah County South River Survey. Thomas Dotson and John Allen tenants 
to William Whitson, dec'd, heirs-cult. and in tolerable order 16 a. of second rate bottom and 100 
a. of second rate high land; buildings: a log dwelling house half worn, 24 by 18 with a stone 
chimney and two fire places, this house is very low pitch'd; an old round oak log stable 18 by 16; 
an old round oak log barn 40 by 20; a very old round log barn without doors or floor and the 
cover worn out; 2 old cabins. This information is from the Jonathan Clark Notebook, 1786 
"Improvements in the Northern Neck". It is believed that Jonathan Clark (1750-1811) an older 
brother of George Rogers Clark was a commissioner who was one of a group appointed to 
inspect improvements made on farms in a portion of the northern Shenandoah Valley. In August 
of 1786 this group personally visited 219 farms and recorded what they found. Other names on 
the South River survey listing and living in the same area are: James McCoy/McKay, Thomas 
Johnson, John Curie, James Rogers, John Netherton, Henry Netherton, Abraham Keller, Adam 
Cunningham, Rachel Cunningham, Zachary McCoy/McKay, James Leith, James Ireland, 
Jeremiah McCoy/McKay, Edwin Young, John Culpepper, Mary Clevenger, Sennett Young, John 
Graham, Leah Leath, William Tyler, Jonathan Odell, Samuel Odell dec'd - George Pullen tenant 
in possession, Elizabeth Odell, widow of S., James Odell, Ruth Whitson, Joseph Barnes, John 
Levesque, Samuel Pariah, Ebenezer Leith - claims under Geo. deceased, Six Barnet Grover, 
George Priest, William Smith. A 2nd listing covered the Powell's Port area on June 20 

1787 Tax List: Shenandoah County Peter Dotson, Thomas Dotson Sr, Thomas Dotson Jr - 
with a note that a book is missing. Peter is showing in the district of Taverner Beale 
Commissioner on Tax list A with 1 male above 16 and under 21, no blacks, 4 horses, mares, 
colts or mules and 11 cattle. Thomas Sr and Jr are showing in the district of Charles Buck 
Commissioner on Tax List B. Thomas Sr is showing with no white males above 16 and under 
21; no blacks; 4 horses, mares, colts or mules and 3 cattle. Thomas Jr. has no white males above 
16 and under 21, no blacks, 1 horse, mare, colt or mule and 2 cattle. 

1787 July 5 Marriage: Shenandoah County Mary Dotson to John Miller, John Koontz minister 
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1788 April 10 Hampshire County Ordered that the overseers of the poor bind out Jesse Dodson, 
and John Hewlett poor children according to law, the former to be bound to John Spitfatham, 
Page 28 

1788 June 4 Shenandoah County Matthias Levy 272 A (29 Oct 1787) in Shanadoh Co. on Ryals 
Run of Stoney Cr. adj Leonard Lonas, Ulrick Nease, Peter Dodsen. 

1788 Tax List: Shenandoah County Thomas Sr, Thomas Jr, Peter Dodson - with a note that a 
book is missing. 

1788 Sept 18 Shenandoah County Marriage: Thomas Dodson married Catherine Gunner, John 
Koonts minister; another source shows 14 Sept 1788 with Thomas Fraylands bondsman 

1789 Feb 28 Shenandoah County Land Record: Peter Hoop Jr heir at Law to Peter Hoop dec'd 
308 A. (4 Dec 1787) in Shannadoah Co. on Stoney Cr. adj. Peter Dodson formerly John 
Dodson, John Fry. 

1789 July 6 Land Purchase: Hampshire County Jesse Dodson asne of Jacob Vanmeter 216 A. 
(20 Jan 1785) in Hampshire Co. on Pattersons Cr. adj. James Bryan. 

1789 Aug 25 Shenandoah County Land location: Jacob Rinker Jr. 32 A (15 Oct 1787) in 
Shanandoh Co. on Stoney Cr. adj. Emanuel Dellinger, Jacob Rinker, John Lagard, John Dodson. 
1789 Tax List: Shenandoah County Thomas Dotson, Thomas Dotson, Peter and William 
Dotson 

1789 Aug 11 Land Purchase: Shenandoah County James Breeding and wife Sarah of Powels 
Fort, Shanandoah County to Thomas Dodson Jr of same for 200 pds, 400 acres in Powels Fort 
on Passage Creek. Wits: Gilbert Combs, Jacob Denton, Davie Blew recorded 25 Feb 1790 

1789 Tax List: Loudoun County John Doddson residing with Joseph Hutchison 

1790 to 1800 

1790 Tax List: Shenandoah County Thomas Dotson, Sr and Thomas Dotson Jr. 

1790 Lawsuit John Daniel Moyers vs. Thomas Dodson. Suit involved a disagreement about an 
unnamed son of Thomas who was employed in 1790 by company of Messers Patton Jordan and 
Pennebaker to dig ore in the Powell's Fort area of Shenandoah County Virginia. 

1790 Tax List: Loudoun County John Doddson 

1790 Jan 3 Shenandoah County Marriage: Jemima Dodson married Thomas Parent; George 
Killings, bondsman 

1791 Tax List: Shenandoah County Thomas Dotson, Peter and William Dotson 

1791 Jan 27 Land sale: Shenandoah County Thomas Dodson and wife Catherine of 
Shenandoah Co. to George Pullen of same; for 55 pds, 100 acres in Powells fort on Passage 
Creek. Recorded 27 Jan 1791 and Catharine relinquished her dower. (James Breeding conveyed 
same to Thomas Dodson by his deed the 11th August 1789). 

1791 May 28 Land Sale: Shenandoah County Thomas Dodson and wife Catharine to Jacob 
Coperstone; for 55 pds;. 100 acres in Powells Fort upon Passage Creek rec. 22 April 1791 

1791 Oct 6 Marriage: Shenandoah County Charles Dodson to Barbara Berkheard, Frederick 
Berhead bondsman; also listed with A. Moffett minister 

1792 Tax list: Shenandoah County Thomas Dotson is "levy free"; Peter, William Dotson 
1792 Tax list: Loudoun County Richard Dodson 
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1792 June 28 Shenandoah County Thomas Dodson is summoned to appear to show why his 
children should not be bound out and that Adam Seibert deliver Ruth, one of the children to John 
Gaw. 

1792 July 26 Shenandoah County Overseer of Poor Dist. #1 ordered to bind Margaret Dodson 
to James Allen. She is 9 yrs old last May. Same bind Ruth Dodson to John Gaw, she is upward 
of 14 yrs. 

1792 Dec 12 Land Sale Hampshire County: Jesse Dodson to Joseph George, 260 acres for 30 
pounds in the Knobly and in the gap on Patterson Creek adj. to James Ryan 

1793 May 14 Commonwealth vs. Evans for begetting a bastard child of Mary Dodson is 
dismissed, said Mary not appearing. 

1793 Sept 9 Shenandoah County Marriage: Polly Dotson to John Tipton, Simon Harr minister 
1793 Tax List: Shenandoah County Peter and William Dotson - William is constable. 

1793 Tax List: Loudoun County - William Dodson residing with William and Joseph Woodford 
and Lewis Lider. 

1793 Tax List: Loudoun County - Richard Dodson 

1793 Tax List Loudoun County - Wm. Dodson residing with William Woodford. 

1794 Tax List: Shenandoah County David Dotson, Peter & William Dotson Constable 

1795 - 1800 Shenandoah County Tax List: only Dodson/Dotson listed is Peter Dodson 

1795 Deed Shenandoah County references land Henry Hottle adj. Peter Dotson recorded 15 Nov 
1798 

1795 March 26 Dodson Land Sale: Shenandoah County Thomas Dodson Jr and wife Catharine 
of Powells Port, Shenandoah Co. to Adam Shearman, Jr. of same; for 100 pds 400 acres. Wits, 
Ricd, Nichols, John Rideinour. 

1795 July 1 Hampshire County Tax list: Richard Dotson 

1795 Oct 8 Marriage Bond: Prederick County Margaret Dodson to Jesse Seybold, Book 147 
Page 26. Marriage by Alex Balmain; Bondsman William Dehaven S't 

1795 October 19 Hampshire County: Ordered that Jeremiah Dodson a poor orphan child be 
bound by the overseers of the poor to Asa Lupton instead of Timothy Smith who relinquished his 
right to said apprentice. Page 92 

1795 Dec 2 Land Shenandoah County Peter Dodson 212 acres within about a quarter of a mile 
of Royals Meadow and near the road leading from Marlbro. Iron Works to Brocks Gap. 

1795 Dec 5 Shenandoah County Josiah Leith and wife Rachel of Ohio sold land to Joseph 
Howey ... a certain tract of Land Conveyed by Thomas Dodson to Josiah Leith containing one 
hundred and ninety seven acres and Three Quarters more or less and being on Cunningham's 
Run in the county of Shenandoah and State of Virginia . . . 

1796 July 26 Hampshire County Tax list: Richard Dodson 

1797 March 30 Rockbridge County William Dotson listed on a bond regarding his marriage to 
Elizabeth Jones, daughter of Daniel Jones. 

1797 May 5 Hampshire County Tax list: Andrew Dodson 

1797 May 24 Hampshire County Tax list: Richard Dodson 

1798 June 2 Hampshire County Tax list: Richard Dodson and William Dodson 

1798 Oct 19 Marriage: Shenandoah County Mary Dotson, daughter of David, married Thomas 
Cave, John Coons minister 

1799 May 17 Hampshire County Tax list: Richard Dodson and William Dodson 


208 



1799 Nov 1 Marriage: Shenandoah County Esther Dottson to Henry Kyle A. Moffett minister; 
John Kyle bondsman 

1800 to 1810 

1800 Oct 13 Will: Shenandoah County Peter Dodson - will dated 4 Sept 1800. Will names his 
wife Mary; two sons Joseph and Jacob who were not of age; names daughters Ruth, Dorcas and 
Martha; daughter Easter married to Henry Kile; also says son Joseph is to keep the rifle which 
his brother William gave him at his decease. Executors: friends Thomas Ryan and Christly 
Dellinger. Witnesses: Jacob Rinker Jr. and Joseph Fultz 

1800 Hampshire County Upper District Tax List: Richard and William Dodson 

1801 Hampshire County Upper District Tax List: Richard and William and Thomas Dodson 

1802 Hampshire County Upper District Tax List: William and Thomas and Manuel Dodson 

1803 Hampshire County Upper District Tax List: William and Thomas Dodson 

1804 May 2 Marriage: Shenandoah County Ruth Dodson to John Rodheffer; Jacob Yeager 
bondsman 

1804 Aug 31 Marriage: Shenandoah County Esther Dodson, daughter of Thomas Dodson, to 
Andrew Barnside 

1804 1806 and 1807 Hampshire County Upper District Tax List: William Dodson 

1805 Aug 3 Marriage: Shenandoah County Martha Dodson to Philip Ludwick; Henry Kyle 
bondsman 

1806 Aug 25 Marriage: Shenandoah County Joseph Dodson to Elizabeth Ludwick, daughter of 
George Ludwick 

1807 Nov 9 Marriage: Polley Dodson daughter of Thomas Dodson to Henry Knicely. 

1809 Sep 11 Land Sale: Shenandoah County Thomas Dodson and wife Elizabeth of 
Shenandoah County to Thornton Drummon of same; for $120, 62 acres on the drains of Mill 
Creek and some of the drains of Ryals Run, being land granted to John Kemp by Patent dated 2 
Aug 1804 adj. Henry Baughman, John Fry and Michael Zircles. Recorded 11 Sept 1809. 

1810 to 1820 

1810 Census: Shenandoah County VA Thomas Dodson with 1 male under 10, 2 males 10 to 15, 
1 male 16 to 25 and 1 male 45 and over; 1 female under 10, 1 10 to 15 and 1 26 to 45. 

1810 Census: Shenandoah County VA Jacob Dodson 1 males 16 to 25; 1 female 0-9; 1 female 
26 - 44 and 1 female 45 and over. 

1810 Census: Shenandoah County VA Joseph Dodson 2 white males 0 to 9; 1 male 26 - 44; 1 
female 26 - 44 

History of Greenbrier County by J. R. Cole Lewisburg, WV 1917 

p. 343-345 THE DOTSON FAMILY. "Prominent among the sons and daughters of Greenbrier 
county in both church and State comes the Dotson family. . . The ancestor of this family who 
first came to this county was Thomas Dotson, a Virginian, from Rockingham county. He was a 
soldier in the War of 1812 . . ." Rockingham County is south of Shenandoah, and it appears that 
some Shenandoah Dodson/Dotsons migrated to Rockingham and then on to Greenbrier County, 
now in West Virginia. 
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1811 Dec 19 Greenbrier County VA Marriage: John Dotson to Mary "Polly" Henning. John 
born in Pennsylvania and died in Greenbrier County 13 Sep 1856 

1813 Dec 13 Shenandoah County Jacob Dodson one of the sons and devisees of Peter Dodson, 
late of Shenandoah County deceased to Joseph Dodson who is also one of the sons and devisees 
of same; for $200, all of his right, title, interest and claim to one tract of land on a draft of Stoney 
creek, 200 acres, and is one moiety of a larger tract granted to John Dodson dated 13 Sept 1756 
for 400 acres . . . and said John Dodson departed this life and devised all said tract and the said 
Peter Dodson departed this life and by his last will and testament devised the 400 acres to his 
two sons the said Joseph and Jacob Dodson. Witness: Jacob Rinker 

1814 Hampshire County Upper District Tax List: Jeremiah Dotson 

1817 Mar 22 Marriage: Shenandoah County Jacob Dodson to Elizabeth Craig, daughter of 
William Craig 

1817 June 12 Greenbrier County Marriage: Thomas Dotson to Susannah Kesler; born in VA 2 
Feb 1794; died 9 Dec 1870 Fayette County, WV 

1818 May 25 Shenandoah County Thomas Dodson age 70 years, resident in the county of 
Shenandoah, made application for a pension for his service in the Revolutionary War. Thomas 
testified that he "enlisted in the year 1775 in the state of Pennsylvania in the company 
commanded by Captain Kelpnoss 2nd Regt Pennsylvania in the state of Pennsylvania, that he 
continued to serve in the said corps or in the service of the United States until the year 1788 
when he was discharged from service in Philadelphia state of Penn." 

1820 to 1825 

1820 June 13 Shenandoah County Thomas Dodson personally appeared again in regard to his 
Revolutionary War pension. He was aged 72 and testified that he was the same Thomas who had 
applied in 1818. He also testified: "My original occupation was that of a blacksmith but by age, 
disease and misfortunes of body I have been unable to pursue it. I myself comprise the whole of 
my family there are none of my children residing with me." 

1820 Census: Shenandoah County, VA Thomas Dodson - one male 45 and over ; 1 female 
under age 10 and 2 females ages 26 to 45. 

1820 Census: Shenandoah County VA Joseph Dodson - 3 males 1-10; 2 males 10-16, 1 male 26 
- 45; 1 female 0-10 and 1 female 26 to 45 

1820 Census: Shenandoah County VA Jacob Dodson 1 male 0 - 10; 1 male 26 to 45; 1 female 
0 -10; 2 females 16-26 

1820 Census: Shenandoah County VA Mary Dodson 1 female 26 to 26; 1 female 26 to 45 and 
1 female 45 and over. 

1821 Feb 7 Greenbrier County Marriage: Richard Dotson to Mary Kesler 

1822 Dec 9 Shenandoah County Marriage: Elizabeth Dodson, ward of Joseph Dodson, to 
Wesley Jones 

1823 Greenbrier County June 26 Marriage: Joseph Dotson to Betsy Copenhaver 

1825 Apr 10 Death: Shenandoah County Revolutionary War pensioner Thomas Dodson died - 
information from his pension. There is a bill of sale and an appraisal for a Thomas Dodson in 
1825 in what is now Greenbrier County, WV. 
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